INTRODUCTION

God’s standard has never changed. Just like in the days when the sons of Jacob were given God’s commandments and law along with His blessing, so we must also keep up with godliness and uphold God’s standard in the land where we live. This is not only our duty as human beings but our fulfillment as God’s children. 
The ancient foe has, and now with even greater fortitude than ever, strengthened his force against all that is holy. Satan knows his total destruction is near. The devil with his cohorts has never rested from trying to defile every place on earth and in heaven, and neither should the sons and daughters of God rest until our work is completely done. 
The husband/father is called to love and lead his family as Christ does His church. (Ephesians 5:23, 25-26) It’s a noble climb men have been given, but women have their mountain of excellence too, and so we have been given God’s standard for a woman’s life in a thorough description found in Proverbs 31 and written by a man whom God inspired and blessed with all wisdom and wealth. 
Woman is called to the highest place on the earth - the family. The family is to be the representation of how the greater family of God thrives and will eternally exist. The home of the family is where love is served, where children are welcome, trained and enjoyed, where dreams are born, where mistakes are overlooked, where potential is seen, encouraged and protected, and where God is worshipped, glorified and pleased to dwell. 
God has a capable wife prepared for the man who has God’s standard and purposes in his heart. Are you one of those women? Moses was told by his wise father-in-law to select capable men to help him in looking after millions of people. God has told man that he’s just as wise to choose a godly woman to be his "helpmate" in life. 
God chose Adam’s wife for him. We learn in Genesis 3:12 that Adam put blame on God for the woman God gave to him in the garden, but Eve was Adam’s responsibility. Adam faulted in listening to Eve’s reasoning for going against the word of God. Adam knew better. God had talked to him personally, but Adam slipped and for a moment wanted the acceptance of a woman over the acceptance of his God. Adam cared more of what Eve would think of him than what his Father would, and so he took the food she served him. The rest is the recorded history of man’s sinful nature passed on from generation to generation since. 
Even though Adam and Eve were created in adult form; they were like children needing to be taught how to live on the earth and take care of all God’s creatures. God was very eager and delighted to teach His first children of the earth. The Holy Spirit has the same eager delight to teach and help us live as the children of God, but by the looks of things around the world – I’d have to say that God’s children have not been as enthusiastic. 
God ‘temporarily’ altered the woman’s focus when He told Eve, “Now your desire will be for your husband and he will rule over you.”  (Genesis 3:16) Eve will always serve as a reminder of what happens when wives go around their husbands to act on their own. Eve desired the fruit that she believed represented all the knowledge of God; believing what the snake-like devil told her. God wanted to protect them both from knowing evil personally. So God commanded they not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. God had no intention of holding good from them or keeping knowledge from them. Eve was deceived, but Adam was not. He knew what he was doing in disobedience to God’s command. This is why sin is passed down to the next generation through the man and not the woman.
As Christian wives we are not released from what God told Eve because it is a woman’s corrupt secret desire to do what she wants without a thought for what God has told her husband to do. The New Testament teaches that this declaration is still in effect. If we were released from it then where would worldly women see and learn how to live with their husbands and serve them? Worldly women expect their husbands to serve them and idolize them. When you were “born-again” you were not released from what God said in the beginning to the man and woman. When you leave this earth you will be released and not a second sooner. In your heart, Jesus is first and your husband is second. If a woman will accept and honor God’s way of blessing her, her marriage and her family she will be a very happy woman. 
Some Christian women believe that because they are “in Christ” that this ‘so-called’ curse no longer applies to them, but that’s the deception: it was not a curse. Nowhere does it say that God cursed Eve or Adam for sinning. God cursed Satan and the ground. Woman already had pain in childbirth; God just “increased” it. The curse that Jesus released us from when we repented and acknowledged Him as our Savior is the curse of eternal damnation. Rebellion made things harder which in turn makes us call on the Lord for His grace and mercy. 
God has given freedom to the woman, but not outside His set boundaries which are for her protection. Jesus taught us that His Kingdom is first set up in our heart. If we have been faithful with God’s kingdom there, to establish His thoughts and ways as our own, then we will have the crowning honor of returning with King Jesus when He establishes His kingdom in fullness on the earth. 
No man can do a woman’s work, at least not in the way that allows that work to have the right outcome. God’s ‘favor’ on our work causes our work to have the right outcome. God’s ‘support’ of our work helps us accomplish what that work is intended to do.
Before I started writing this book back in 2004 the Lord gave me this revelation for it: “It’s time to resurrect the Proverbs 31 Woman. She is dear to my servants. Her dust moves them to pity.” 
Godly men need godly wives in order to finish the work God has given the godly to do. The work of the Gospel takes the whole family. The Proverbs 31 woman is not a fictional character like most Christians think and therefore teach. She is the perfect model for every women of God.  She is God’s “standard” of a woman; the woman God honors and crowns.



FOUNDATION


This teaching of the Proverbs 31 woman is for the woman who wants God's best for herself, her marriage, her family and her world. In a day where the godly foundations of marriage and family have been seriously shaken and broken down completely in many cultures - we need to return to the truth and life of our Creator God. This is a call to women everywhere to return to the attitude and behavior of the Proverbs 31 woman: the Spirit-filled woman of excellence, of virtue and nobility; for she is a woman of great worth; the woman who fears God with holy fear; the woman God honors and crowns. 

The Holy Spirit is reforming the church of Jesus Christ who has adopted a lower worldly standard that continues to decline with each generation. The Holy Spirit will overturn all the unholy training women have grown up with because the Father is calling His daughters back to His simplistic design of the life and role of a woman. 

The world is constantly changing, but God remains the same. His ‘standard’ never changes and we will see this truth when Christ returns to rule the world along with His saints from glory. 

Standard: a solid firm standing place; the place where truth never changes and love never fails. It’s in Jesus Christ.

Standard: any figure or object used as an emblem or symbol of a people. There are defining things God would have His daughters be noted for. The Proverbs 31 woman is the 'figure' of a woman. Her attitude and behavior is both literal and symbolic for every generation of women, symbolic of Christ's literal coming Kingdom.

Standard: the rule or basis for comparison in measuring or judging value and quality. The world does not put the same value upon womanhood and family that God does, but God has given us a role model so that there should be no other we compare and aspire to. 

Standard: a model, pattern or criterion. Whose patterns of life are our little girls cutting out for themselves? Each generation of apostasy (falling away from God) ventures further from God's design. That curse on waywardness is broken by the blood of Jesus along with our unshakeable commitment to the Father's standard.

Standard: a level or grade of excellence. When we stand before our Creator there will only be one grade that is honored. What kind of teaching and examples are mothers giving their daughters so they will not stand ashamed before God? 

All throughout history the enemies of God have tried to lower or condemn the standard of God. We will always be challenged and tempted with new ways to think and behave. Without the standard of God before us like a rock that can't be moved - deception will continue to spread rapidly through new ideas and ways, in order to see those progressive ideas become a hideous reality. 

People live for themselves and for the moment. The family where the husband and wife remain married through any hardship or fault, and where the children they have are from their own two bodies - is a rare thing to see anymore. Women that hire out their wombs should rethink that practice because when they stand before God – they will feel very ashamed for how they regarded their wombs. Families have evolved into repulsive sights today when marriage rights have been wrongfully given to homosexual couples and to them children are given through adoption and hiring a woman for her womb.    

God gave men and women separate and distinct roles; roles that compliment and strengthen each other; roles for raising godly children, roles for making strong prospering orderly communities and keeping peace in the world.  

While walking over a bridge one day I stopped to look at the way the railroad tracks were laid. Looking out to one side of the bridge I considered how two separate tracks coming from opposite directions came closer and closer to each other and then for a distance they ran parallel, then ultimately joining as 'one track.' They went on into the distance fading into the horizon. This is what God intended the man and woman who marry. As I turned and looked in the other direction I saw the plan of Satan, how that 'one track' had split into two tracks running a length of separation, and then slowly drifting further apart until both tracks were going in the opposite directions.

Without the standard of God to live by - we will do our own thing, even the very wicked things, and think we are right in doing it. Without the Spirit of God in us our heart will continue to deceive us this way. The Spirit-filled woman has a pure heart. The pure in heart will be recognized and honored by God.
 
A godly man should go to God to find his perfect helpmate because God won’t release a godly woman to just any man. I am not called to instruct men. Men teach men, but godly men (Psalm 112 men) who also read this teaching will be very encouraged. 

Woman, you’re not here by chance, but by privilege; by God’s choice and purpose. His hand perfectly formed you for helpmate, mother and managing a kingdom. He has chosen you to be here at this time. You have a legacy to leave. What will it be? 

I pray over every woman who reads this book to hear what the Spirit of God is saying and to submit and surrender to 'Christ’s' Helpmate - His Holy Spirit. Men relate better to Jesus, God’s perfect man, but as women we relate better with the Holy Spirit, who is still the Lord. 

Jesus said, “….every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.” Matthew 12:31-32 

So, let us hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches!



LIKE MOTHER – LIKE SON

In Proverbs chapter 31, the first 9 verses are a noble mother’s words of wisdom to her ‘crowned’ son. In this endearing memorable dialogue we receive the warnings and instruction for raising our own sons to be kings or any other kind of community or national servant. Jesus is the King of kings and Lord of lords, and certainly He is not the King of worthless servants and wicked kings. 
As children of the King, we are royalty, even if we were born in poverty or with a handicap; even if we grew up homeless and hated; even if we battle some addiction; even if we don’t feel royal in any way. We simply need to know what we’ve been given in Jesus Christ and develop it for our glorious future with Him in His Kingdom. Everything will be handed over to the saints who are known by God as His faithful and true sons and daughters. The kingdom of the world is to become the Kingdom of our Lord. (Daniel 7:27, Revelation 11:15, Galatians 5:19-21, Revelation 17:14, Revelation 19:11) And, so this is what we get ready for, work for and long for. 
This noble mother (queen) knew and saw firsthand the damage a woman can do in the house of a king. So she gives her royal son 2 instructions with wisdom behind them. “Do not spend your strength on women; your vigor on those who ruin kings.” “It is not for kings to drink wine, not for rulers to crave beer, lest they drink and forget what the law decrees, and deprive all the oppressed of their rights.” (Proverbs 31:3-5) Manipulating women and drunkenness will strip a man of his royal robe and shame him out of his high position of authority and influence. 
A woman who is bent on getting what she wants will not stop until she has it. It can drive a man to drink and then drink beyond his limit of self-control. On the other hand, he doesn’t need a manipulative woman in his life to become a drunk. There are many reasons why boys or men get drunk and become drunken destructive blemishes on societies, but surrendering your life to Jesus Christ can change the worst man into a noble one.  
Drinking alcohol as a social drink, to get a high and have more fun with friends is what leads most young people to become drunkards. Others become drunks by using alcohol to calm them down from a stressful day. Others have a past of deep wounds that haunt them continually and so they turn to alcohol and drugs. Some civil service officers face such heart-breaking things each day that they are driven to drink or drugs so they can forget what they saw and heard, but when the effects of alcohol quickly end, then what? Drugs and alcohol can NOT help anyone overcome a thing. The deliverance of Jesus Christ and the indwelling Holy Spirit are the help of all people for anything in life. 
Jesus commands the destiny of those who walk with Him and have their hearts set on that pilgrimage.
This wise mother understands women, especially those who manipulate wealthy and powerful men for their own selfish gain. King Solomon had many wives for many reasons. As I consider what his mother meant by “do not spend your strength on women who ruin kings,” I believe she was referring to him not letting his wife/wives influence and lead him, but rather he should uphold at all times - his anointed responsibilities from God.
Men and even young boys, who think of nothing else but sexual activity will never amount to anything. They talk about sex, read about it, watch it and draw it on bathroom walls. They travel any distance and pay any price to have their fleshly lust fulfilled. With a generation like this growing up in society what kind of leaders can we expect in the future? We constantly hear of the shameful and detestable things that go on in the very places where men (and women) have been appointed to govern and are expected to set good examples. By their immoral conduct they have defiled their position and the land. A nation rots from the head down, just like a fish. 
This queen tells her crowned son that there are others who would benefit more from beer and wine. “Give it to those who are in anguish; let them drink and forget their poverty and remember their misery no more.” (Proverbs 31:6-7) She could go on to say, “….because anguish, poverty and misery are not your life, my son!” The life of a true servant of God, any leader whether he is a husband, father, teacher, preacher, doctor, police officer, pilot, developer, organizer, judge, soldier, president or king – is to: “Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are needy in any way. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.” (Proverbs 31:8-9) 
We need to set the standard higher - than the standards of this world, by which we ourselves live by and teach and train up our sons and daughters in the same way. We need to hold up God’s standard of living and governing because none other will work every good benefit of God’s in family and society as a whole. 
I have a plaque that I was given after my grandmother died. It was hers and I believe the Lord wanted me to have it instead of my sisters. The words of this poem are so true because godly mothers raise godly children. 
“Remember the world will be quick with its blame – if shadow or stain ever darken your name. ‘Like mother, like son’ is a saying so true. The world will judge largely of ‘Mother’ by you.” (Unknown author)
God is very clear about sin; about what will happen to those who refuse to repent. Those who mock their godly fathers and scorn the teaching of their godly mothers the Lord says: “Their eyes will be pecked out by the ravens in the valley; they will be eaten by the vultures.”  Proverbs 30:17
Yes, God is love and He forgives those who repent of their sins, but God is also HOLY and JUST; something we don’t always like to consider and honor about our God. He is JUDGE of all the living and the dead. We will all be judged by Him on the Day He has set for judgment and we each will receive what is due us. So, don’t be seen proudly living in your sinful nature after receiving the wonderful new nature of Christ’s Holy Spirit. Don’t be caught dying in that wickedness with every opportunity God has given each of us to enter eternal life through His Son. You do not know how long you have to live; so live for Christ and His Kingdom.

MARRIAGE COVENANT

God’s design of marriage and family is a rare thing to see today; just as rare as the woman who genuinely fears God. Women of high merit with God are rarely seen today just like true rubies are hard to find. 
The rubies we see in everyday jewelry stores are not “pure” rubies and therefore very affordable. To replace a low-grade ruby ring or necklace is affordable, but not so with a genuine Proverbs 31 woman. A man won’t find a woman of this worth – just anywhere. He has to go to God for her because God is protecting her and saving her for the right man. Her value is higher than worldly women because of her “helpmate” heart and her abilities that she applies to helping her husband succeed and that he would have children who follow him and the Lord. (Proverbs 31:11)
Women are ‘capable’ of many things and all throughout history we’ve seen that truth manifested with both good as well as evil. As a woman you are more capable than you think you are. Looking at our society and the whole world in general, we have seen “women’s capabilities” more with wicked women than with holy women. You have more importance to God than you might realize. When men and women are living according to God's design, order and standard – the family benefits, communities benefit and nations benefit. But, we've seen more of the opposite as we have watched families and nations destroyed in rebellion towards God. 
The marriage covenant between a man and a woman is binding to God because God designed and established marriage. Since the marriage covenant comes from God and not from man we have no right to alter and change what God designs and institutes. God does not support and honor marriage between two men or two women because God did not design man, woman, marriage and family that way. The vow or covenant two men or two women make is not binding because it is rejected by God and ruins societies and mankind as a whole. God calls it an abomination and it needs to be treated that way. 
No matter how hard you try to make homosexuality feel right and look honorable it can’t and won’t because of how it goes against God’s laws of nature.  We don’t hate the homosexual; we pity him or her; we pray for them to be delivered and healed by the Lord. Man may find temporary cures to the diseases that develop from acts that lead to eternal damnation, but the fact remains that he can not keep up with all the new strings of diseases that develop because of man’s ongoing intensifying rebellion to their Maker. The world does not get the connection; that God is warning us by these diseases and disasters to get right with Him and to live according to His righteousness.
Anyone is capable of remaining faithful to their wife or husband because it’s a choice and God will supply what we lack if we go to Him humbly. I don't like the wedding vows that I'm hearing today between couples who are afraid to commit to each other right from the start. Clearly they do not like the old wedding vows that state “through better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health - till death do we part.” 
We don’t hear the words “to love and obey” from brides today like we did in the past. In fact, we hear them less and less as the spirit of jezebel has been overtaking women and families more and more. The ‘modern’ woman has no intention of letting a man tell her anything let alone lead in the marriage. What we see today is role-reversal with all its destructive power.
Most people today have grown up in homes more like war zones; homes of physical and verbal abusive, empty lonely homes, criminal homes, homosexual homes, satanic homes, poor homes, etc. They are not so sure they want to commit themselves in a marriage until they test the relationship, which is wise, but you don’t have to live together before you get married in order to test the relationship. Your relationship should be tested before you make a marriage covenant and begin living together. After you’re married that relationship will continue to be tested. You only need to stay committed to each other and let God have full reign in your lives so you can overcome those things that will work against your marriage and family. God wants every married couple to have confidence for their future.  
Don't fool yourself, sex before marriage is nothing more than self-gratification. You don’t need to see if you both are sexually compatible. Your love commitment to each other makes you compatible in that area. Sexual gratification is not the priority in marriage; maturing love is and there is a huge difference between love and sex. 
Marriages that try to exist by self-centeredness end up destroyed. In a divorce the children are forced to accept what they should never have to accept and live with. God tells fathers not to provoke their children to wrath, but to bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. (Ephesians 6:4) A man’s family will be protected and held together by simply doing the right thing for his wife and children; “right” by God’s definition that is. God will cover the upright man. He will protect this man and his family from the plan Satan has to stop the blessing and influence of the righteous upon culture and societies. 
Marriage vows are made out of a hope both the man and woman have for their future together. Every marriage starts out confident in some way but very few couples see their hopes realized. Dreams don't come true without the stick-to-it-work of serving, giving, trusting, honoring, protecting and sharing honestly and openly about the important things in life. Dreaming comes from God, but Satan can cause the dreams of the upright to come to nothing if we are not in God's Word for guidance and instruction, and depending on every promise He makes to us; trusting in Him to help us fulfill our vows and dreams together. 
To keep secret expectations within the marriage could lead you to break covenant with your spouse. What I mean by a “secret expectation” is something that you want from the marriage relationship and not for the marriage relationship. It's an expectation that you might be ashamed of or afraid of bringing out in the open with your spouse. If it is never brought out into the light where you both can discuss it and decide what to do about it – it will divide you and destroy your marriage. It would be best to get all known expectations out on the table before the wedding day. It would greatly benefit your marriage to discern what expectations are wrong and unfair and that you need to put away so that it does not hurt your marriage or your spouse and children. False expectation will hinder you both from becoming one in ALL things; which is the will of God. 
A woman whose hope is in God will not put false expectations on her husband. A woman who keeps God's love and laws within her does not expect any more from her husband than what he is able; than what God expects of him. She does not break her marriage covenant because her husband isn’t meeting all her expectations. She goes to God and waits patiently because there are some expectations that can only be met by God.
In some cases a secret may be better left just between you and the Lord for the good of the marriage. There are some things in our past that are not important to share with our spouse. If it’s been put under the blood of Jesus, forget it because God has. 
Covenant breaking is very serious and will affect all other areas in your life where you have made some sort of commitment. The Lord watches over our vows we make with people – as our witness – because giving our ‘word’ on something to somebody is binding. God’s word to us is binding and as His children He expects us to make good our word and promises too.
A man wants a wife he can trust and confide in. A woman wants a husband who will protect and appreciate her. God made men very different from women and for a very good reason. We would be wise and blessed to leave it alone and just be content with those wonderful differences. God is holding men accountable for what happens to their family. Godly wives and mothers will understand this and purposely do all they can to help their husband with his responsibility from God, by being a good household manager. 
Solomon’s mother warned him about keeping his head at all times. Christian boys and men should also keep their heads at all times. But as it is, most Christian men are not thinking nor striving to live as men who ride in with Christ (Revelation 19:14-16) to conquer and reign with Him; they live undisciplined lives like little boys who never grew up into manhood. They play warrior/battle games but never learn how to fight the real enemy that’s overtaking them and their families.  
Jesus was a man; a man who never had sex in the 33 years that He lived as a man; a man who never forgot His excellent purpose on the earth. Jesus was a hard worker; He finished the work His Father gave Him to do on the earth. Jesus was not afraid of any man’s opinion or judgment of Him. He looked the wicked right in the eye and boldly spoke the truth. Jesus cherished His disciples (the church-bride) and daily prayed for their faith and well-being. He continually taught them about the kingdom of God within them and the kingdom of heaven that they would all enter; that they should be ready for. Men could and should learn how to live by the same Spirit of Christ. 
“Therefore, we have an obligation — but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it. For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’ The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs — heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.” Romans 8:12-17
The value of wisdom can’t be matched; it is beyond rubies.

WOMEN OF EXCELLENCE

His Excellency wrote about a woman of excellence because he was raised by an excellent woman. The only way a baby boy becomes an excellent king, by God’s definition, is to have noble parenting by both dad and mom. 
Women don’t understand how critical their role is - not only to the family but to the world. Mothers have a hands-on ministry with their children from the moment they are found in their womb to the day they die. I remember talking to God about our four married children. The Lord said, “You aren't done raising them yet.” Our children are all walking with the Lord but they still need our counsel, prayers, teaching and encouragement.  
As wives and mothers who are “in Christ” we should understand what the Lord’s people will be doing when He returns for His thousand year reign on earth so we will make, not only ourselves ready for the Lord, but our children ready for their positions and purpose in that Day of the Lord. Now if husbands and wives will get this, they will get all. 
Beloved, “in Christ” all things belong to us; eternal life, the nations, present things, future things, the new world of Christ’s coming Kingdom – it all belongs to the faithful in Christ. Knowing this, how should we think and live NOW? We need to stop running wild, get rid of our idols, offer ourselves to the Lord and get busy doing the will of our Father.   
We are in what Jesus and His prophets called the “intense and rapid birth-pains” of something to come into the world. The Great Tribulation of anti-Christ’s reign is coming but so is Jesus Christ coming again at just the right time and exactly like He said He would come, as Conqueror and King over all, but until He does there are things we need to do and be prepared for as His people who long for His Kingdom to come.   
The Holy Spirit has made sure that each generation of Christ’s faithful church has believed that He would return in their generation so that each generation would be ready and prepared. Much of the church today is not ready for the Lord; not prepared for His coming because they honestly don't believe the Lord will return in their generation. When the Lord’s people believe this (in any generation) they slack off and begin to live for themselves. They just keep doing what they’ve always done (religious traditions) under the delusion that God would never let them suffer. 
Jesus is the Father of His churches, but most churches are without their Head and it’s why there is so much disagreement and disunity among the Lord’s people today. We have not truly represented the Lord on this earth as we were meant to and so we are weak and sickly instead of healthy, tough, feared and prevailing with our God-given duties. 
It is said that Solomon’s mother nick-named him Lemuel which means “devoted to God.” The name Solomon means “consecrated to God.” This implies she was a humble praying woman; a woman who listened to God’s Spirit and trusted in God’s designs. God highly favors this woman’s prayer life and the wisdom behind her mothering and teaching. 
What makes a woman a woman of “excellence?”  She thinks highly of herself but in a humble way. She works to bring out the best in people, especially her family. She conducts herself as one who has advantage and worth from God. She goes out of her way to make things right and comfortable in her home for her family. She takes her God-given responsibilities seriously, but doesn’t let any failure stop her or crush her persevering spirit. She doesn’t do anything half-hearted because (as my husband says), “If it’s worth doing – then it’s worth doing right.” 
No matter what she does - she strives for excellence. She does not overlook little things or consider small things insignificant. She does not compromise and she is reluctant to give over her duties to any others for hire because it all reflects who she is, and she reflects God’s household of excellence. 
It will take God's most-excellent women to raise up noble men and women that are prepared and ready to reign with Christ Jesus. When we look out over our chaotic sinful world today we should be compelled and highly motivated as wives and mothers to get back to living as the Word of God commands us to live. A marriage, church or nation’s blessings from God will only be received by adhering to God’s ways and rules, the standard that has never changed. 
To be a woman of excellence takes courage, and in today’s world especially. Without confidence in what God requires of a woman (wife, mother, grandmother – caregiver or manager of any sort) she will not achieve her pinnacle of womanhood, nor succeed in all she is fully capable of in God’s coming Kingdom.  
Years ago I had a hotel maid return to my room with a necklace she had worn to work that day, not knowing why she felt the great urge to wear it but sensing that God wanted her to wear it that day for some reason. She had never worn it to work before. As she made up my room and I worked on my computer – we got to chatting and found out that we were both Christians. Of course that opened the moment up to a new friendship based on our love for Jesus. She returned an hour later after cleaning my room with the necklace she had worn to work that day. She told me that God told her to give me her “courage necklace.” She was so thrilled to give that special necklace of hers to me. It was hard for me to accept it. As she put it around my neck I wondered what God was telling me in this ‘obvious’ divine moment.
At that time in my life I was trying to fit in with what the Pastor’s wife wanted me to do for her ministry to the women in the church. There is nothing wrong with helping the pastor’s wife minister to the women in your church, but it is wrong to ‘not’ ask the Lord what He would have you do with the gifts and talents that He gave you to serve HIM with. Not all pastors are serving Christ. Many serve their own pride and glory. We need to be wise and discerning when it comes to what we do within the structure of an organized church because most churches today are not striving with Christ’s Spirit for what they should be doing. 
It takes courage to tell a pastor that you can’t do what they would like you do for them, especially after they have flattered you with their observance of you. It takes courage to do what God wants you to do while everyone else is doing something else. It takes courage to speak the truth, taking that risk with someone. It takes courage to remain in your anointed place of serving God while being regarded or rebuked as a divisive person or trying to make disciples of your own. It takes courage to stand on God’s Word to you no matter what people think of you. It takes courage to go against mainstream Christianity today. God was telling me to “be courageous” with His purpose in my life.  
What other people want you to do with them or for them because of the gifts and talents they see in you is normal, but it can keep you from serving God’s purpose for why He gave you those gifts and talents.
According to 1 Corinthians 6:12 and 10:23 godly wisdom tells us: “Everything is permissible, but not everything is beneficial and constructive.” We should not be mastered by our pastor or pastor’s wife, nor by our employer or anyone or anything else that has the tendency to enslave us to anything. God is Master over all. Bind yourself to the Lord and His yoke of work for you because He shares it with you so that you are not overwhelmed or burdened down with too much. God’s purpose is perfect for you and He wants you to enjoy your work and life “in Christ.” 
If I had brought it to my husband for his thought, approval and direction as to what the pastor’s wife was inviting me to do with her ministry, my time there might have turned out differently. Instead, I did exactly what Eve did when she listened to the serpent tell her what she should do and why she would be better off doing it, and then seeing her husband (Adam) fall in line with it also. We are all Eve’s daughters and we all need to understand that the devil has plans and subtle schemes that are not for us but against us. 
My husband and I were sent there together by the Lord to help the pastor and his wife, but how we were to help them was not in the way we thought. The way God wanted us to help them would take courage and love. It takes courage to speak the truth in love; to be timely and direct with His message whether it is a warning, deliverance or an encouragement to keep persevering. Needless to say, my lack of godly wisdom caused me some trouble and shame, but God used it in a good way to mature me. 

ALL HER DAYS

“A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value. She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life.” Proverbs 31:10-12
Does your husband trust you? How do you reveal him to other people? Do you genuinely listen when he talks about his job? Do you pray for him? Do you let him have the last word when you disagree? Do you go to God to understand your husband? Are his children honoring him by the way they see you honor him? Do you humbly serve him when he needs something from you or needs you to do something for him?
“I have become in his eyes like one bringing contentment.” Song of Songs 8:10
There are legitimate expectations we have when we enter marriage that need to be fulfilled. When there is no one expecting anything from us we will automatically live for ourselves. Living for yourself makes you a miserable person. We were created to serve each other and fulfill each other’s needs. This is how we are changed for the good. 
A wife needs to understand and agree with God that her husband has every right to call her to account on any issue. I need my husband to hold me accountable for what I say and do. My husband needs me to do the same for him. 
Women are known for 'meddling' and it is the husband's responsibility to call his wife to account on it because meddling ruins households. A man who ignores his wife’s meddling – is a coward. A wife who resists (opposes/defies) her husband's good correction – is shameful.
Solomon wore hundreds of ‘wedding’ crowns, but none of his wives were women of virtue. They all dressed like queens and performed like queens but none understood the true value and purpose of a queen. So then, why did Solomon marry all these foreign gals? Was it simply to keep peaceful borders? Why would he disobey God’s laws about marriage? Was he continually looking for a wife he could trust and depend on? 
What is so contradictory is that while Solomon was keeping peace outside Jerusalem’s walls – there was turmoil inside the walls of his own house. “Was it not because of marriages like these that King Solomon sinned? Among the many nations there was no king like him. He was loved by his God, and God made him king over all Israel, but even he was led into sin by foreign women.” (Nehemiah 13:25-26) Foreign women worshipped all kinds of gods. They used sex and charm to get what they wanted. They gave their children over, even over to death in order to gain something they felt was more valuable than a son or daughter. 
An unhappy and discontent woman will ruin her marriage and family if she doesn’t learn to go to God and trust Him. Worldly women desire everything and are not content with anything. Learning to be content in life is a woman’s greatest achievement. (1Timothy 6:6-7) When we take our secret desires, anger, confusion, hurts and resentments somewhere else other than to the Lord we will not like the outcome. 
Woman is perfectly suited for man. If a man’s wife is noble in character she sees the good in him. She wants him to look good, do good and have God’s good come to him all the days of his life. 
Unlike women of the past, there is very little strength in women today by which they can bear up under anything. Humility in wives is fading quickly. Women have fought for equal rights instead of waiting on the Lord to exalt them. Women call divorce attorneys instead of calling on the Lord. Women neglect their need of God to feed and fill them and then they blame their husband for being incapable of making them happy. 
There is a false teaching in the churches that a husband is a wife’s helpmate just as a wife is the husband’s helpmate. Yes, we are to lovingly serve each other and submit to each other out of love but this is not what God meant by “helpmate.” The Holy Spirit defines the wife as being a valuable helpmate suited for her husband and capable of either doing him harm or good. Helpmate means that you help your husband accomplish what God has given him to do. If you both have ministries or careers - it is your husband’s career or ministry that takes priority with God and so should it with you as well. If your job or ministry came from God's approval then it will compliment his; it will complete his. But, what we have in most marriages is competition instead of completion. 
A woman’s secret desire is to be in charge. Today’s modern woman does not want any man to tell her what to do or not to do. Women have done more harm by trying to take over what doesn’t belong to them; what God didn’t give them charge of. When God told Eve that her desire would be for her husband; that he should rule over her, God was not trying to limit or oppress women. He was establishing a guard and strength for her weakness. Women don’t like to think of themselves as having a weakness, but that doesn’t change the fact that she is the weaker vessel. 
Women don’t need to go to war, men do. Women don’t need to run for the presidency, men do. Women need to honor and pray men into their God-given positions and then keep praying for their safety and discernment. I know these statements won’t be very well accepted by self-serving insecure women or by self-deceived men, but whether you accept them or not – it’s the truth. 
When a woman strives to have what God has given to men she begins to think and act like a man. Then she becomes convinced there is no difference between men and women. This subtle role reversal has destroyed the foundation of marriage and family. Role reversal, homosexuality and gender change – is the work of the devil. Every person who exchanges God’s truth for a lie is Satan’s pride and joy. (Romans 1:21-28) 

HER PLACE OF POWER

It’s not about us gals, it’s about our husbands. Satan knows it and so should we…and we will get this truth if we are paying attention to the truth and yielding to the Holy Spirit. 
“From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing and forceful men lay hold of it.”  Matthew 11:12 
God will not accomplish His perfect will on earth with women leading, but a prayer-army of women faithfully praying God’s men into their purposed positions – is undefeatable. 
As wise women we need to see what the devil is up to. Because of Eve’s garden experience (when she became familiar with evil) as Spirit-filled women we should know how the serpent works and therefore come against his schemes with our greatest weapon – the Sword of the Spirit. It’s time godly women understood the need for direct hostile intercession for the kingdom of God. It’s time we see who our husbands are to God in HIS kingdom, and who our children are too. 
“Help, LORD, for the godly man ceases! For the faithful disappear from among the sons of men.” Psalm 12:1
Woe to the woman who gets in the way of what God holds a man responsible for. God will shame the woman who demeans or despises a man's calling from God. Satan plans to weaken your husband through you. He works to keep your husband focused on what pleases you and he accomplishes this by your worldly/fleshly desires and by your personal insecurities. 
Sarah weakened Abraham’s obedience to wait on God to do what He said He’d do. More than likely Sarah got tired of waiting on the promise that she would bare Abraham his son and did quite a bit of complaining about it. So she tempted her husband with Hagar her maidservant; that Hagar should give Abraham the son God promised, but this was not the way of the Lord at all. (We see this same evil today but with “surrogates” having babies for barren women and homosexuals who can’t.) Abraham compromised God’s promise to him and listened to his wife. This was not the way for Sarah to help Abraham. What grief and suffering it caused them all.
If the enemy can get you to complain and gripe; to covet the things of this world; to compete for the positions God gives specifically to men – then the enemy has defeated your husband through you and you have become a stumbling-block to those who are following you. 
Male and female roles are not exchangeable although at times we can help each other in love. When your husband helps you, be thankful, but don’t expect it all the time. That will kill his desire to help you. Don’t turn a kindness into a false expectation.  
Wives are fully capable of destroying the very thing they first admired in their husband. By the enemy’s subtle clever wicked work along with the wife’s full cooperation (unaware of the devil’s schemes) a man, if he is not on-guard, can lose his confidence from and in the Lord. When a man loses his ‘godly’ confidence he becomes a coward (by God’s definition). He becomes a perfect pawn for the hand of the devil. 
Ladies, the man’s ego is from God. The ego in man is his confidence from God in ruling and taking care of the creation God gave to man. Egoism is not from God. Egoism is from the devil; it is the hidden belief that you are more important than anyone else; even greater than God. An egotist is a person full of himself, void of holiness. Lucifer corrupted his ego and became God’s number one enemy. Satan has furthered his plan to make all men God’s enemies.
Ego-theism is our identification with Deity. God said that He has created us in His image. Jesus came down to identify with man and to give man a renewed mind about who he is to God his Father. The ego in man is how man knows he has the right to rule as God appointed him to. This “identification” is what compels him to protect and provide for his wife and children as God protects and provides for him. The male ego is what makes him confident about his masculinity. Homosexuality, which turns men into women and women into men, is an attack from Satan to strip men of their masculinity and to strip women of their femininity – in any way he can. 
The woman has not been given the ego of man. She’s been given a womb for bringing children into the world with unique nesting and nurturing abilities. Her place on earth is different than a man’s. Women think that because they don’t have this kind of ego (this headiness of man) that a man shouldn’t have it either. So in her ignorance, envy and resentment she goes to work chipping away at the male ego/masculinity. She believes she is right and doing society a great favor while all along she is doing great harm to her husband, her children and to her world.
Women have been taught that the man’s ego is something that needs to be stopped or at least restrained because of its overpowering manifestations. Wicked women don't submit to men at any level. Is it any wonder that homosexuality is on the rise when boys have been taught to hate their ‘natural’ masculinity and women taught to hate their ‘natural’ femininity? 
Eve was deceived by an “overpowering” enemy in the Garden but this creature used his power for evil instead of for good. We should never judge all men by evil men in our lives who have hurt us, or by one in power who has hurt a society by his evil egotistical ways. We should never be afraid to trust our husband because of what a man did to us in the past, unless you have chosen a man like the same. 
Eve was taken from Adam’s rib and not from his head or his foot. A two-headed creature is not what God had in mind although He sees this mutated image in marriages today, even leading His churches. Therefore…… 
“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.” Romans 12:2-4

THE GLORIFIED WOMB OF LIFE

God has given man His will to do. A wife makes her husband’s responsibility to God much easier when she works with him rather than working against him. A man’s God-given burdens are lightened by his wife’s consideration and cooperation. 
The wife who does not glorify her husband can not glorify God. This is so important to understand. Women today do not like to hear that they were made “for the glory of man;” that God “created woman for man.” (Genesis 2:20-21 and 1 Corinthians 11:7-10) Why would a woman feel offended by this? Does this offend you? If it does, you need to come into agreement with God and start enjoying the glorious life you are meant to have with your husband and children.
Little girls have not been raised up to think this way; that they should be their husband’s helpmate and his household manager and so this is why most Christian marriages don’t last. In many places on the earth women are regarded as slaves and treated like animals or objects. This is not what God had in mind for a man’s wife or any woman. It doesn’t matter where you live on this earth, no matter what religion you accept or are forced to accept, no matter what government you live under and no matter whose wife you are; you are God’s beautiful and valuable daughter. Put your trust in your Father above and let Him deal with those who mistreat you. Watch YOUR Almighty God deal severely with the man who makes you live in fear, shame and humility. You belong to God first. It is a dreadful thing to experience the righteous anger of God for how you treat one of His daughters. When you turn an evil man over to your Savior and Deliverer that man will suffer at God’s hand for how he mistreated and dishonored you. 
A woman’s success as a godly wife and mother is found in her close relationship with God’s Spirit and how skillful she becomes in using all that she’s been given to benefit her husband and her children. God gave women an honor that He did not give men. In the womb of woman God perfectly forms each human life with incredibly unique aspects so that there are no two people alike ever created and to be created throughout eternity. (Psalms 139:13-15) Yes, human life starts at conception as far as man can see, but as far as God sees – you were thought of by Him before He created anything. God planned your existence before your mom got pregnant with you. God planned for YOU to be born and to come to know His love and purpose for you. To live and thrive and know your heavenly Father through Christ is everyone’s God-given right. We all come from God and return to God. 
In some cultures women have grown up believing they have the right to abort their child in the womb and say when they should become pregnant. They take harmful birth control drugs which do not prevent conception but destroy life at its earliest. They want sex without the natural consequence. We will be held accountable for the true and hidden motives behind all our choices. God sees what’s in the heart. God will reward us or shame us based on the condition of our heart. 
 “All a man's ways seem innocent to him, but motives are weighed by the Lord. Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will succeed.” Proverbs 16:2-3
“For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander.” Matthew15:19-20
God is love. God is eternal. God is Creator of all life. You were chosen by God to exist. God’s will and instruction for mankind to increase and spread out – has never changed. We exist and move and have our full being because of God but we will become our best when we live for Jesus Christ and seek His Kingdom first before anything else. He gives all men life and breath and everything else they need to live in peace and in great abundance. (Acts 17:24-28)
God will fill the wombs of women with His affection for human life throughout eternity. The earth won’t be able to contain all future generations of human life and is the reason why God created unlimited planets; even those we’ve yet to discover. Everything was created with eternity in the awesome mind of God. 
God is much greater than we could ever know and what He has planned for those who love Him is beyond our ability to grasp! It will never be fully grasped and I say, “Hallelujah to that!” Throughout eternity we will be ever learning and experiencing how much God loves His sons and daughters. Shouldn’t we be learning from our heavenly Father how to protect and raise up the children we have; that He has put in our care? 
Daughters of Eve, when we see our husband rising up in the purpose and power of God, we better sit down and shut up in the fear of the Lord! Even if we don’t see them in this way we better take it to God in faithful prayer until we do. You aren’t going to change your husband for God. You can’t teach your husband anything about what it means to be a true man by God’s definition. I am not my husband’s teacher! The Lord is: God’s perfect man Jesus Christ. The more I criticize my husband and judge him (whether openly to his face or secretly behind his back), the less I will find ways to love him and do him good. 
Through the ages the devil has trained women so they have manipulation, intimidation and sexual charm down to an art and they aren’t ashamed to use it either in order to get what they want. When a man’s wife uses these tactics on her husband she weakens him as a man; a man of God.
“A wife of noble character is her husband's crown, but a disgraceful wife is like decay in his bones.” Proverbs 12:4

THE MATURING OF LOVE

A marriage built on a fifty/fifty partnership is doomed from the start. It misleads two selfish half-hearted people to end their marriage when one is not meeting the expectations of the other. A fifty-fifty marriage doesn't honor God’s design for marriage as a life-long commitment. Marriage vows have changed because people are not willing to change for the better. We need to bring God back into our marriages and believe that with God “nothing is impossible.” Your faith in what God says is how you are able to give 100% to your marriage.
If God is not honored by inviting Him to be the most important witness at your wedding and the help you need (that every marriage needs) then you won’t have His blessing or His help, and believe me, we all need God's help in every way. 
Immature love is blind and defenseless. By the time you marry someone your love for one another should be somewhat mature, not immature. Maturing your love for one another is not about sex; how well he/she performs in bed. You do not need to know a thing in that department before you marry. Sexual pleasure will be heightened if you honor your marriage bed by waiting to have your sexual desires satisfied on your wedding night or thereafter when you both learn more about each other in that department.
Maturing your love is not about the things you like to do together. What you do need to know about the person you’d like to marry is whether or not he/she is truthful, dependable, understanding and forgiving. This takes time because it must be tested for authenticity before marriage. Most couples are not right for each other at the start, but can be if they will each work on themselves without blaming each other. The ones that are right for each other from the start understand that humility and integrity and sacrifice are all parts of commitment.  
We have all tried to be better than we really are when we were trying to win the heart of someone. Marriage is not about winning someone; it's about becoming one. The wedding itself is the “legal sanction” of a relationship having been tested and approved for marriage and is why the opinion and counsel of both sets of parents should be honored and welcomed. 
Marriage is a serious thing, especially to the children who depend on it lasting and who are greatly affected by the relationship their mother and father have together. You need to know whether or not your parents and closest friends approve of the person you’d like to spend the rest of your life with. Believe it or not, it matters greatly that your parents and closest friend likes the person you love. With so many other things that will come up to break up the two of you – you will need your parents and closest friends to encourage you and give you sound advice (if they are capable of giving good counsel). 
Before you marry you should be in agreement as to what you both think about having children and how to raise them. Children absolutely NEED that unity and consistency. I don't care what you've heard; children do not bounce back from a divorce. The children in a divorce are far more hurt and damaged than the two getting a divorce. 
A solid marriage is formed when both the wife and the husband gives one-hundred percent to the relationship. That kind of marriage will have a harder time ending than it does making it. We are asking for a ruined marriage if we refuse to die to ourselves for the sake of our marriage. And, don’t think you can expect your spouse to do all the changing. Get your focus on yourself and don’t worry what your spouse is or is not doing. You just make sure you are giving it all you have and then give the rest to the Lord who has the power to work all things out for the good.
“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God's will. And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:26-29
Don’t wait to be loved unconditionally before you love unconditionally. When you love – you become loved. All marriages get shaky, they need to in order to become stronger, and in these shaky times things are revealed in us that need to be revealed so we can change for the better. People who go from one marriage to another have never learned how 'they' need to change or if they have learned how they need to change they haven't been willing to do anything about it and so they take their old miserable self into their next marriage for the same thing to happen all over again. What a waste of a life! 
I have to say that after 38 years of marriage I’m not the same person I was and neither is my husband. 
You will be shaken by your circumstances and tempted to act out of fear instead of faith many times. Bring your fears to the Lord and learn His wisdom and promises. Learn to wait on God. Believe me; God will test you in this in order to show yourself what really matters to you in life.
God expects the husband to cover his wife with protection and provision and praise, but the wife covers her husband in a different way. What God wants to accomplish through a man makes it essential that he honors his wife for who she is. She is like a well-fitted suit for her husband's body. She can be like a cheap inappropriate suit or an expensive custom-fit suit that makes him stand out and be heard. The wife who has a problem with her husband getting all the attention or privileges is a cheap wrinkled mis-sized suit on her husband. People will notice it no matter how well you think you've got it hidden.
A wife has many qualities but if she will not allow herself to be 'fitted,' that is to say, 'laid out before God and scored (cut) by His Spirit,' her husband will not benefit like he should and this will affect the wife and the children. 
Women have it backwards when they think they have the right to groom their husband in any way: physically, emotionally, fatherly or spiritually. Shamefully, men have let women make them into lesser men and women have let men make them into lesser women. We make fun of “old fashioned” marriages where women take care of their husband, children and home all day, but it was also when men looked forward to coming home to a loving wife, a home-cooked meal, a clean and orderly home, and to children who looked forward to their home-coming each day. 
The older women are to “train the younger women to love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God?” (Titus 2:4-5) Where are they?

CHARACTER BUILDING

It doesn’t matter what condition your husband is in spiritually - he is still to be respected as the head of the family. He is the one whom God will hold accountable for the family, not you. 
The godly character you have helps your husband become the man of God he was intended to be. The ungodly character you have hinders him from becoming the man of God he is to become. This does not mean that your husband has no responsibility of his own. It only means that you as his wife have the responsibility from God to build up the right spirit, outlook and disposition in yourself so that you can be all you need to be as your husband's helpmate. 
God favors the wife who helps her husband see and claim his responsibility as the provider of his family. She is determined to do her best to live within her husband’s means. If he doesn’t make enough to meet all the needs she doesn’t leave her family to get a job; she goes to God believing He will help her be more thrifty or to see a way she can still be at home while bringing in a little more income. She protects her husband’s masculinity by being content with what they can afford. She highly supports her husband’s obedience to God to join with other men who are fulfilling Christ’s Great Commission: 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20
A wife is not capable of knowing her husband’s full worth and potential. God is the only one with this knowledge and vision. God has not allowed women to fully understand men, nor men to fully understand women. We just need to respectfully work together because it's about “completion not competition.” God puts two people together who will do amazing things with Him. So don’t try to completely understand your husband or you will ruin your marriage. I finally gave up and I’m a happier woman because of it and my husband is happier too. 
God forms your character through your faithfulness and honest selfless prayers. Your good character is built as you love and serve your husband (and children) and take all your concerns to the Lord. You don’t need to be worried about the “what ifs” if your faith is in God and His promises. Your faith in what God has said in His Word is stronger than all your doubts and fears. 
The quiet and gentle spirit of a humble praying wife can win the meanest man over to kindness and faith in God. This is one of the wonderful things done by a wife’s “humble submission” (1 Peter 3:1-6) Submission is not to be done out of fear, but faith in what God can do and will do because of faith in His Word. 
God does not expect any woman to keep taking the “mean” behavior of her husband as though it was her lot in life. Your heavenly Father releases you from your marriage contract if your husband refuses to treat you with the respect every human being deserves. Abuse and adultery are two legitimate reasons for separation and/or divorce. In the case of adultery you have the option to forgive him so the two of you can work out the problem. Most the time the reason a husband starts noticing other women is because his wife is not paying attention to him; not concerned for his needs. In the case of adultery you might need to separate for a time so that God will work in both of you. 
If one is unwilling to change, then a divorce is inevitable unless the willing one is willing to put up with it, but what a waste of a marriage. If both are unwilling to change then a divorce won't help either of you; it will only ruin the next relationship you both have.
In the case of abuse, separation between you and your abusive husband is good, but keep forgiveness with you and keep praying for him in hope for reconciliation. Temporary separation is good; it gives you both the time to think, get some help and get with the Lord so you can truly heal, which is most important. 
“He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.” Psalms 147:3
“I will heal their waywardness and love them freely, for my anger has turned away from them….Who is wise? He will realize these things. Who is discerning? He will understand them. The ways of the Lord are right; the righteous walk in them, but the rebellious stumble in them.” Hosea 14:4-9
In many cases an abusive person remains that way because no one loves him enough to pray for him, or because he refuses the extended hand of the Lord; the help and deliverance he needs. 
God works meanness out of a man when someone begins to pray for him. Sometimes He works it out by removing him off the face of the earth. Sometimes He works it out through personal hardships and losses. But most the time God works it out with His kindnesses.
When you see hardship, loss or death happen to your husband – do not give way to fear. Remain steadfast in prayer with the hope of God’s promises. This hope, the hope that is anchored to God’s love and principles, will never disappoint you. God makes every one of His promises good to the faithful holy clinger. Don’t be afraid of what is happening to your husband, how it will affect you and the children. Believe me; God knows exactly how to touch your husband without it hurting you and the children.
Many times your husband will amaze you with how foolish he can be, but be careful not to judge him for it. Remember that God isn’t finished with him or you yet. God has an appointed time when all will be judged. Most adult men still think and act like boys who haven’t learned how to control themselves and aren’t taking their manly responsibilities seriously enough. But, they don’t need ‘mommies’ anymore and they don’t need a ’critic’ either. They need a wife with godly character and a godly man to lead them on in what men are all about. Above all, don’t forget what you first saw in your husband that you liked so much to marry him. 
Women don’t fully understand what makes a man into a godly man and because of that blissful ignorance we are only responsible for how well we live up to God’s standard of a woman. Only God can change your husband. God sees us finished, but we don’t have this same privilege or advantage point. Women have believed (the lie) that to be just a wife, mother and home-maker is not impressive or praiseworthy. Yet, God says it is the highest honor and calling a woman can have. He has reserved the highest praise for the Proverbs 31 woman.

WISDOM IS PROVED

Jesus made a statement and the two apostles who quoted Him wrote it a little different and yet we know that it is the Holy Spirit who actually wrote the Holy Scriptures through Spirit-filled men; as it was here with Matthew and Luke. (2 Timothy 3:16) So, when we see what “seems” to be a mistake or contradiction we should not stand in judgment over God’s Word but rather ask the Holy Spirit to guide us into His wisdom for the understanding we need for what He has said. We don’t change God’s Word. God’s Word changes us. 
Here is the statement Jesus made where two different Spirit-filled inspired men wrote it down a little differently: 
“Wisdom is proved right by her actions.” Matthew 11:19
“Wisdom is proved right by all her children.” Luke 7:35
Two thoughts come out to me. One: Jesus refers to wisdom in the feminine form. Leadership, on the other hand, is referred to in the masculine form. I believe it is important for us to understand why. God created man first and told him what to do. Men are to lead, but a woman of wisdom knows why she should follow her husband and then teach her children the same wisdom. I believe here is where Adam and Eve failed, as most of us do. Adam failed to lead his wife and Eve failed to follow her husband. 
God gave Adam the law of the Garden. (Genesis 2:15-17) Then God created Eve for Adam as his helpmate. Eve received God’s law from Adam. After Eve ate the forbidden fruit she gave some to Adam and he ate also. The sin nature is passed down through the man because he is the leader by God’s design and order. Adam failed to be responsible for Eve. He failed to be accountable to God for what she did. He did not have to eat what she gave him knowing what God had said to him, but he did. Eve failed to be accountable to Adam and all this led to the loss of their first two sons. (Genesis 4:1-16) Cain killed Abel and then told God that he was not responsible for his brother. (Verse 9) Cain acted like his father but went further; he murdered his brother Abel because God favored Abel’s offering to Him and not Cain’s. (Genesis 4:3-5)  Cain could’ve chosen wisdom but he chose wickedness instead. I’m certain that Satan talked to Cain in the field like he talked to Eve in the Garden. 
Satan hasn’t stopped talking and deceiving people. He has used the same kind of ‘talk’ on men, women and children in every generation since.
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. For through me your days will be many, and years will be added to your life. If you are wise, your wisdom will reward you; if you are a mocker, you alone will suffer.” Proverbs 9:10-13 
I don’t know about you but I see lots of suffering these days. I don’t mean the kind of suffering that godly men and women experience because they are hated for being God-fearing Bible believing servants of the Lord. I mean the kind of suffering in homes, in Israel and all over the world that comes because God’s laws and love are not honored and lived there. Suffering, in simple terms, is a clear sign that godly active wisdom is absent; that the fear of God is absent and God’s laws and principles are not in place on the earth, in the world or in our hearts. 
“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. Such "wisdom" does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.” James 3:13-16
Two: The Holy Spirit had Matthew write “actions” and Luke write “children” to show a connection with the two. Our children will repeat and follow through with our actions. 
How will children grow up to be wise and good leaders if wives and mothers aren’t wise and fathers aren’t leading as they should? There are all kinds of religious schools and programs out there; Bible studies and books you can read; teachers and preachers of all kinds, but until you settle down at home with God’s will and purpose - you will be deceived and led astray and so will your children. 
Women of God, daughters of Eve – before we can speak with God’s wisdom and give faithful instruction we need to make any and all necessary adjustments in our belief system and lifestyles.  We need to get hold of the wisdom in why Jesus repeatedly instructs us to “hear what His Spirit is saying?” 
Your work in life will not matter at all, no matter what it has been, if you have listened to the wrong voices and then lived that way. The Proverbs 31 Woman proves that her wisdom from God is right by what her actions produce that God favors and by how her children grow up and live out their lives to God’s glory. 
If we look at the world today we’d have to admit (and confess as well as repent) that we have not proved to this wicked world that God’s wisdom is right, but rather that worldly wisdom is wrong. The god of this world, Satan, has convinced even the “elect” that worldly wisdom is right. 
Jesus will bring back the wisdom of God on the earth when He returns to reign with His righteous worldview and kingdom that will never be shaken or overthrown. The prophets all prophesied of that wonderful and yet dreadful Day of the Lord; dreadful for the rebellious and wonderful for the faithful.  Which are you?
SELECTIVE

“She selects wool and flax and works with eager hands.” Proverbs 31:13
The Virtuous Woman is selective. The word “select” suggests authority and wisdom. My God-given selective nature is primarily motivated by my desire to honor the Lord by properly caring for my family’s needs. We have the ability to make right choices and to use our freedom and talents in the right way, but the reason we don't is because we have allowed the sin nature (we each have) to control our thoughts, goals and behavior. We need God's Holy Spirit to correct this in us. 
The Virtuous Woman sees value in what other women just naturally pass by, but she herself passes by those common vanities that other women simply won’t live without. The woman of worth can take something seemingly insignificant and use it to some advantage. Her resourcefulness, inventiveness and assertiveness all prompt her to take notice of small things.
What you “select” has distinct merit in your eyes; a special quality that you see even if no one else does. The fact that we can be selective reveals that we can choose, even choose how or what we think about God and ourselves. 
Ingenuity for family and home life has been weakened in women by the feminist's movement and by so many other things that are made available for our vanity, ease and indulgences. Assembly line industries have stolen our motivation to be inventive and resourceful, productive in simple basic ways. Women of old all knew a whole lot more than we do about all the benefits God put in His natural created things, but this knowledge has been lost due to our dependency on the wrong people and our desire to use and abuse things instead of produce things for good uses; things that benefit society instead of destroying it. A throw-away society is a decaying one. 
There is a time to throw away and then there is a time to keep and hold on to what you have. Wisdom knows the difference. (Ecclesiastes 3:6) Throw away your idols and foreign gods!  Throw away your empty way of life passed down to you!  But, keep hold of your confidence in the Lord and in His Word to you – continue on His straight path doing all the will of God; for your good confidence will be rewarded luxuriously and abundantly by God. (Hebrews 10:35-37) Our concept of luxury and abundance is not God’s reality of luxury and abundance! When it’s time to lift His curses and make all things new – we will only begin to experience all the extravagant ways of our Father God. Creation began our Father’s display; the Cross revealed how far His love is willing to go for us, but no eye has seen, no mind has conceived all that God will do for those who love Him.  
The humble woman of excellence feels guilty being wasteful, and rightly so. She won’t throw away food unnecessarily, clothing, old used items, friends who get too honest with her, and she’d never give up on her marriage when the test of commitment comes. The woman or nation who throws away children (by abortion and abuse) is shameful, to say the least. Any throw-away society can quickly become a desolate place deserted by God. 
It is the will of God that you know how to be self-sufficient when it comes to your basic needs and to have more than enough so you can share with those who lack. (I Thessalonians 4:7-12) A nation’s government is not to take our place in this, but many have and therefore that nation has become the property of anti-Christ, even before he’s been revealed. Most women (and men) do not know how to make what they need to live on and live with. The day is coming when you (God’s people) won’t have all the ease and convenience you have now of depending on the merchandise, advantages and resources in your society, unless you deny the Lord, His promises, purpose, provision and protection. You will be forced to choose, to select which way you will live out the rest of your earthly life. But remember this: This earthly life is merely a test from your Father to see what you will do with His Son and with His Word and Spirit. Every choice has a consequence and a lasting effect.  
In a time of disaster the Lord’s people should be the ones prepared and able to help people because, “As fish are caught in a cruel net, or birds are taken in a snare, so men are trapped by evil times that fall unexpectedly upon them.”  (Ecclesiastes 9:12)  We are called to holiness; to have God’s heart in all we do and say. If we have been faithfully watching the signs and listening carefully to the voice of God’s Spirit we will know when something is about to happen that will turn neighbors into needy people. We will know when to “prepare.”  
As Christians who live according to God’s laws and ways, we are both blessed and useful in the hands of the Lord – prepared for any good and noble work He assigns us. (2 Timothy 2:21) With all the disasters hitting these days we don’t need to allow fear to creep in and ruin our outlook. We have a good future with the Lord, no matter what. So, do not forget the Lord or His Word to you because He thoroughly knows how to keep the worse from touching those who walk with Him and who are eager to help others come to know Him as they do – intimately and obediently. Their physical need and spiritual need are connected. It takes the wisdom of God to know how to help in the right way. 
“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10 (underline is mine)
The sophisticated worldly woman is a very sad imitation of true womanhood. The classy refined modern woman is experienced in showmanship and illusion. On the outside she looks good and productive but she’s not, not by God’s definition that is. It is obvious that she has selected a life that is in opposition to the Proverbs 31 woman. She mocks the woman God favors. Her folly will condemn her on Judgment Day. God is calling women back to purity and His promises, back to basic living and resourcefulness, back to the home and to properly caring for their husbands and children, and reaching out to needy neighbors; back to His holy standard of living. The home of faithful believers will be used far more in the days ahead because Satan’s evil works within the mainstream churches and all throughout our world are more intriguing, advanced and effective than ever. (Daniel 11:21-36, 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, Mark 13:14-20, Matthew 24:12-51))
The woman of virtue is eager to work to turn a house into a home, loss into opportunity, hardship into adventure, and she even knows how to turn suffering into ministry. She is selective this way. She confidently stands firm on all God’s promises to her. She is full of His love, initiative and wisdom. 
My husband Mike had a dream from God. We had been developing the land we hope to purchase soon; that God said He was going to give us. In his dream we were working and making everything so beautiful. Mike was so happy doing the work. Someone came to see it and asked him why we were spending so much money on everything, to make it so beautiful. Mike answered, “Because that is who Carol and I are.” This was the answer our Father wanted him to give and then to wake up with that same confidence. God does not want us to be poor and needy. He wants us to think and live like His children who live under His roof. 
We can be selective to make choices based on beauty, quality and proper use. God was selective and proudly extravagant when He created, and as His children we are to have the same holy pride. 

WORKS WITH EAGER HANDS

“….and works with eager hands.” Proverbs 31:13
The word “eager” shows that the heart is enthused about the work at hand. 
It doesn’t matter to God how old or young you are when you begin to use your hands for Him, only that you serve Him with holy hands, hands that are clean and offered to Him. To have “clean hands” means you have a clear conscience with God; nothing in your heart condemns you; no secret sin you won’t let go of. You don’t make excuses for your guilt or think you’ll deal with it later. You are quick to confess to your Father in Heaven who blesses the righteous and punishes the wicked. You are ready for doing godly works.
“Who may ascend the hill of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false. He will receive blessing from the Lord and vindication from God his Savior. Such is the generation of those who seek him…” Psalm 24:3-6
We should not allow our hands to be put to any other work but that which brings a good return both to the Lord and to ourselves. The plans of the diligent lead to profit. (Proverbs 21:5) Diligent hands will rule. (Proverbs 12:24) 
Certainly there is work we do each day as wives and mothers, tedious mundane work that never ends, or gets caught up. I don’t know many women who love to clean house, pick up after their family each day or get up in the night with a vomiting child. Some women work outside the home just so they can hire other women to do what they don’t like doing at home. Where is the love in that, the pure love of God for His children? If we only do what we like to do, or that's easy to do, or fun to do we’ll not get the most important things done, by God’s perspective.  
Our priorities need to fall in line with what God says is “woman’s work.” I'm not trying to take you back into the dark ages, but back to the reality of true womanhood by God's design. God intended our life to be simple not burdensome and complex like it is with so many of His people. 
If we will do the right things for our husband, marriage, and with our children, in our home and for our neighbors we will find that what we’ve placed temporarily on the back burner – God will show us how to accomplish it. The desires of the diligent are fully satisfied. (Proverbs 13:4)
We all dream about the day when we would have some extra time to do the thing we’ve only been 'dreaming' about so far. God does not forget the talents He put in us. It is all meant to come out in time, His timing that perfect and full of favor. ”For every activity there is a season, the perfect time for everything under the sun.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1) I’ve gotten off path many times, but He has faithfully brought me right back to His order. 
Lois, my mother-in-law, died at the ripe old age of 92. God took her peacefully in her sleep. She married very young, a virgin too, and stayed happily married to one man all her life. When he died (she was in her late fifties) she had no desire to look for another husband, even when men showed her they were interested. In her opinion, she had the best and she would contently wait to see him again. This attitude was a real blessing to all their children. She kept his memory alive this way. Cliff and Lois raised twelve children from the union of their bodies and they raised them all for the Lord. 
They didn’t have any of the modern conveniences we have today in our homes to make our work easier and to give us more time on our hands. Yet, with all this convenience women have had – what good has it actually done for marriage and family, and society? Back then, marriages lasted a lifetime. The whole family took pride in their work. Homes were ready and open for unexpected company. Families were closer and happier because they had time to know each other. Communities were safe because the family was strong. 
Lois had a saying that she used all the time with her children: “Idle hands are the devil’s workshop.” I tend to agree. We can see lots of evidence all over the world that Satan has found in every generation plenty of willing and eager hands for him to use effectively. 
My precious mother-in-law taught me how to garden; to can and store my own food. She taught me how to cook my husband’s favorite foods. She taught me to crochet and quilt, even though I don't do a lot of it now. She taught me how to be busy at home – with eager hands. She taught me how to serve and appreciate my husband and children; to see them like God sees them. She loved the Lord and BOY! was she a prayer warrior for her family! Daily she held up her eager hands to the Lord on their behalf. She taught me how to pray for my family and this I do every day.
All my growing up I never had a perfect example of true womanhood until I met the Proverbs 31 Woman of the Scriptures. God’s Holy Spirit inspired me to study her and aspire to be like her, and then to teach all about her. My mother-in-law was not perfect and neither am I. We both knew that, but we also knew how to overlook each other’s faults and get on with our work which is far more satisfying than talking to other people about each other’s faults. 
You will make mistakes. You will have regrets, but one thing is for sure: Jesus forgave you so you could move on and Holy Spirit is ready to equip you for every good work. Your heavenly Father is more eager than you are to see your work come through God’s fire of testing – like purest gold. He has worked it out so that you can prosper in every way; so that He can prosper the work of your hands.  


ENTERPRISE PERSPECTIVE

The Virtuous Woman has the confidence, energy and initiative to start and carry on with projects. Even undertakings that are risky and somewhat dangerous she will take on as long as it lines up with God’s will for her and her family. We are denying God and lying to ourselves if we are applying this confidence, energy and initiative outside of our marriage and family. As wives and mothers our husband and children come first. They deserve more than left-overs and crumbs that fall off the table. They deserve all our attention, energy and affection.    
The woman who trusts in God has a readiness to take a risk in trying something untried or untested. She sees it as an adventure with God who would have something extremely beneficial for her character growth and for the growth of her marriage and family. She’s not afraid of failing either. It only helps her narrow in her perspective to do things in the best way; the most effective way. 
On another note: I’m reminded of David and Abigail in the Bible. (1 Samuel chapter 25) This wise and noble woman had an enterprise perspective on the situation at hand. David was ready to avenge himself with Abigail’s foolish husband Nabal when Abigail showed up with the food and drink David and his men desperately needed. Abigail took a risk going to David, but she had courage because her motive was righteous and in line with God’s will. She knew David was God’s choice to be Israel’s next king. She knew the evil reputation he would incur by bloodshed of this type. She humbly apologized to David and compensated for her fool husband’s lack of civility and provision to David and his men. David was angry with Nabal because David expected the same treatment he and his men had shown Nabal’s shepherds earlier. As the account goes; Nabal died and David took Abigail for his wife. He admired her wisdom as well as her beauty.
The reason there are people going without food in our world is because those who have more than enough simply don’t care, like Nabal. “For the fool speaks folly, his mind is busy with evil: He practices ungodliness and spreads error concerning the Lord; the hungry he leaves empty and from the thirsty he withholds water.” (Isaiah 32:6)
The woman of virtue pulls together what others (especially her husband and children) are in need of and figures a way to get it there. God doesn’t expect us to do more than we can with more than we have, just that we do something within our own means and abilities. 
If we are not moved in our emotions by what we see happening around us (even in other parts of the world) we will do nothing. God gets emotional when He sees people being deprived of food and water. It is not God’s will that people starve to death, but they do. It’s not God’s fault when He has generously given us everything we need to take care of the world that He left us in charge of. We have left far too much in the hands of corrupt and greedy governments.
Any nation that is rich in resources and supplies and not rich in humanitarian efforts could become an impoverished nation overnight. God has put more than enough resources and potential into every piece of land on this earth; it only takes upright people to take charge of it for the good of all, not just some. 
Any government that deprives its people of the fruit of their own labors could quickly become a depleted government. (It is happening here in America.) It is Almighty God who humbles and exalts a man, a church and a nation based on what they do with what He’s so graciously given them both for physical and spiritual life. 
“ ‘If a country sins against me by being unfaithful and I stretch out my hand against it to cut off its food supply and send famine upon it and kill its men and their animals, or to bring plagues and a sword against it, even if these three men — Noah, Daniel and Job – were in it, they could save only themselves by their righteousness,’ declares the Sovereign Lord.” Ezekiel 14:12-14  
As a woman of God it is not enough to feed my own children. I must take in consideration the whole world of children, for anything less than that would not be compatible with the heart of God and His unlimited storehouse.
We don’t owe our children fun and pleasure. We don’t owe them an education by the world's standard and definition. We don’t owe our children a place in sports. What children need most from their parents is training in genuine acts of compassion along with personal examples. Children are naturally inclined to think only of themselves and they must be taught and held accountable to the needs of those around them, beginning at home. They need to be taught that God will make sure that they will have all that they need just as long they take a personal interest in the needs of others. 
Our attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus. (Philippians 2:1-5) We each should look not only to our own interests and how to take care of ourselves, but also to the needs and interests of others as just important as our own. Worldly people do everything out of selfish ambition and vain conceit and they disguise it as “acts of compassion” or “humanitarian efforts.” We can fool other people, but we can’t fool the Lord. He sees true or false humility in us. Of course, there are always those who will either misunderstand you or try to ruin you when you take a genuine interest in someone else’s welfare. It happened to Jesus and it will happen to His disciples as well. 
When Jesus looked out on the multitudes He saw the real needs of people, both physical and spiritual. He took care of both the physical and the spiritual because they are very much connected. His enterprise perspective came from His Father; the Father’s will for all His children. Jesus knew how to meet needs both physically and spiritually. He never doubted that His Father would hold anything back – when He asked. He taught His disciples that they could ask the Father too, in His Name and the Father would do it for them. Our faith is what gets our Father’s attention. Our love for one another is why He is so generous. 
Don’t just give some poor needy person a few dollars; encourage him with the very words of Jesus. Don’t just tell someone you’ll pray; pray with them right then and there – in Jesus’ Name! Don’t talk about that sinner; talk to that sinner about the grace and power of God! Like young Timothy, take a genuine interest in others. (Philippians 2:19-22)  
How it must grieve our Lord as He looks out at Christians today and only sees how well we have taken care of ourselves with what He has given us. Jesus rebukes this: “You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.” (Revelation 3:17-18) It’s a matter of the heart. His Kingdom starts there.


LIKE A MERCHANT SHIP

Since the Proverbs 31 Woman has an “enterprise perspective” she sets goals for herself. She also sets goals for her children to reach and helps them reach those goals. She teaches her children the benefits of a goal reached. She sees an earthly and a heavenly gain in this. She has trained up her children to help her and to take on worthy projects themselves that she watches over for their profit. 
She has put a lot thought and course-plotting to the future of her children. It is pitiful to see young men and women wasting away because they have no clue what life is all about or what they should be doing with their time, their talents, and their money. They just live each day for what they can get out of it, without a care for their future.  
There are more parents making idols of their children; giving their children everything they scream and ask for, than there are parents who are making godly role models out of their little darlings. If we allow our children to be lazy and unproductive – we assist them in ruining their lives. As wise and productive mothers (and fathers) we should be the ones our children are taught by. We are wise to employ our own children under us in any way we can think of. It allows the parent to instill the right value system in them.
Children will fall away from godliness if sent off too soon to learn and be accountable to someone else but you, and especially someone without the fear of God in them. Putting your child in a place where God and His principles are not honored is the perfect way to destroy your child’s future. If that child has been offered to God and dedicated to Him then you are responsible for your child’s understanding of the Lord and for your child’s upbringing in the truth. If you do not follow through then it puts God in a position He shouldn’t have to be in; that of doing what you should be doing for the children you dedicated to Him and that He has entrusted you with. The blessing will go to another, not you. 
As Christian parents most of us have dedicated our children to the Lord, but do we understand what that really means? Like most Christian parents, we had the pastor pray over each one of our children and over us as their parents. We should understand the responsibility we have to God on behalf of these children to care for them properly and to raise them up for His glory and Kingdom. The thing that so grieves God’s heart is that He sees so many parents (who have dedicated their children in this way) not following through. When times get tough, they fall away from the Lord, from their marriage, from being the parents their children need. God expects us to live up to our vows we’ve made to each other and to Him; to be faithful. He will help us to be faithful if we will not give up and go our own selfish way. Our children need us to be faithful more than we realize. 
I believe that God assigns children to parents so that they are evenly yoked together; to the perishing God assigns the perishing; but to the godly He assigns the godly. God knows the outcome of our choices in life; the future our choices made. The parents you end up with might not be the parents/parent you started with. God gave me new parents after He saved me so that I would grow up for Him. My husband’s older brother and wife have been spiritual parents to us. 
We made mistakes as all parents do, but God trained us by those mistakes. It made us better counselors to our adult children when they began raising our grandchildren.
God has given us His standard of living that has never changed. We should deny and remove whatever is in the way of our own godliness and that is in the way of our marriage and children growing in godliness. From generation to generation the godly will thrive, multiply and dominate the earth for eternity. (Exodus 20:3-6, Psalm 22:30-31, Psalm 33:11, Psalm 45:16-17, Psalm 78:4-8) This is the will of God. What God expected His people (Israel) to teach their children is what God expects us to teach our children. There are not two standards. There are not two roots. (Romans 10:11-13 and chapter 11) 
Many parents send their children off to Sunday school, to public school, on mission’s trips or into the military to learn what they should already know and have established in their character. These parents either didn’t know, or in knowing they neglected to follow through with God’s commands to them as parents. (Deuteronomy 11:13-26)
When you send your son (or daughter) off to do something good for other people they should be able and willing to give of themselves; to be of good (godly) use simply from the way you raised them at home. A troublemaker (rebellion) should be conquered at home according to God’s law and wisdom. A child’s meanness is to be removed at home or they will become a threat to society. The ignorance in children is the responsibility of the parent foremost and not the schools, not the church and not the government. When you take your stand on this, ‘trusting the Lord to uphold you and protect you,’ He will. Before you send your young adult off anywhere in the world ‘with your blessing’ you better be sure your child will be a blessing there. They represent your parenting skills; they represent the values you instilled in them. 
As one wise man said, “Parenting isn’t for cowards!” Parents are afraid to spank their children because of all the false teaching of men of women who do not fear God. They fear the laws that have been made that will imprison the parent that disciplines their children the way God says to. It simply comes down to whether or not you believe that God has the power to protect your good parenting, and the overruling authority to prevent anyone from removing your children from you.  
Courageous parents expect God to uphold them as they train up their children the way God tells them to. They stand on the promises of God. Gutless parents buckle under their child’s demands afraid of what their child will think of them. Cowardly parents want to be liked by their children no matter what. They do not think ahead and consider the outcome of such childish parenting. What we see today is the ungodly teaching and training children, who in turn are training their parents, instead of parents training children in what it means to be a genuine child of God.   
My husband and I have helped send young men in our church (fresh out of high-school) to far-away places only to hear that they caused trouble partying or slacking off – wasting their team leader’s time. When you send your child or anyone off they are representing you – the sender. It is your responsibility to make sure they are ready and prepared for the work of the Lord there. If you are financially supporting someone for their ministry or work in an area you better know if that person is responsible or not before you back him up and send him off hoping he/she will be useful and commended. 
Whatever the Proverbs 31 Woman has that is of value she is not selfish with it. She finds a way to share her wealth with others if the Lord has put some person, family, community or nation on her heart. Whether it be Bibles, food, clothing, words of hope and encouragement or even her children – she will get it all where it needs to go, and with a sense of urgency about it.   

FEEDING HER FAMILY

There are two kinds of food the wise woman prepares ‘with her own hands’ each day for her family: food from her kitchen and food from God’s Word: physical and spiritual food. She gets up while it is still dark to prepare and provide both; even portions for her servant girls if she has any. She gets up before the sun to first receive her own spiritual food from God before she puts together what her family needs for their day. She understands that physical food alone can not fully satisfy her. (Matthew 4:4)
It should give us great satisfaction to know that with our own hands we put together well-balanced meals for those in our household; to be certain that those we love and that are in our keeping have what they need each day when it comes to nourishment and encouragement. We shouldn’t make the mistake in thinking that our spiritual food is more important than our physical food, or the other way around. Both come from God so that we are both physically and spiritually fit for every good work and to live to enjoy it.
What about those who are denied their proper food each day? How does a mother feed her children when there is nothing available? 
David said, “I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread. They are always generous and lend freely; their children will be blessed.” (Psalm 37:25-26) 
It is true that in various parts of the world people are starving to death, but that is because the righteous aren’t there and aware of it. If they were, then starvation would end there. “The righteous eat to their heart’s content, but the stomach of the wicked goes hungry.” (Proverbs 13:25) Poverty is on the rise because righteousness is on the decline. And, righteousness is on the decline because our love is growing colder every day, just like Jesus said it would.  Love and fear are not compatible. If we fear we will not have enough tomorrow if we share what we have today then we are not living by faith in God’s commands and promises. If I no longer am moved with God’s compassion to help the needy then I have become hard-hearted and an enemy of God’s. 
You can either become a beggar or a believer; the choice is yours. Jesus went to beggars and gave them the opportunity to believe in Him. If a poor man put his faith in Jesus – he was no longer begging people for what he needed. His help came from the Lord. (Matthew 11:9-12) After the Lord delivers you from poverty it is your responsibility to move through His open doors of success and prosperity. (Deuteronomy 2:7, 2 Chronicles 24:20, Jeremiah 29:11-14, Proverbs 13:21, 28:19) 
When our needs are being generously met by our great and generous God we have an obligation to share the excess or God will not continue His generous flow. “You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” 2 Corinthians 9:11
Your children and husband will be stronger or weaker depending on the kind of food you feed to them. The health of your husband and children is your responsibility as a wife and mother. Not knowing how to cook is not a good excuse for why you and your family eat out at restaurants or at fast-food places. Neither is being gone all day (at work or otherwise) an excuse for serving your family packaged and prepared foods. God is holding you accountable for the health of your husband and children.
Are there certain natural foods you don’t like and therefore eliminate altogether in meal planning? Denying your children and husband the foods they need is a great mistake. Just because you don’t like something doesn’t mean you can’t provide it for your family. Little by little, anyone can learn to eat anything they don’t like the taste of. We have a motto: “The more you eat it - The more you'll like it!” Our grandchildren have learned to eat salad and all kinds of vegetables. If children can do this so can adults.
I hated beets growing up until I grew my own and pickled them. I learned gardening and canning from my mother-in-law Lois. After I tasted her beets – I acquired a taste for them. There’s something very significant about seeing food spring up from a garden you planted and harvested. It excites the taste buds! God has created natural foods for the health of our body. If our body is sluggish or sick it affects our daily work for Him and for our family. God cares about our health so much that He made fruits and vegetables to look like parts of our body that affect that part of body. For example: 
Slice a carrot cross-wise and see the human eye in the middle. Carrots greatly enhance blood flow to and function of the eyes. Slice a tomato cross-wise and you will see the four chambers of your heart. Red, like the heart, a tomato is a heart and blood food. A walnut looks like a brain with a right and left hemisphere, upper cerebrums and lower cerebellums. The wrinkles and folds on the nut are just like the neo-cortex. Walnuts help develop more than 3 dozen neuron-transmitters for brain function. Kidney beans heal and help maintain kidney function and they look just like a kidney. Celery, Bok Choy, Rhubarb and many more – look just like bones. They target bone strength. Avocadoes, Eggplant and Pears target the health and function of the female womb and cervix and they look just like these organs. It takes exactly 9 months to grow an avocado from blossom to ripened fruit. Figs are full of seeds and hang in twos when they grow just like a man’s testicles. Figs increase the mobility of male sperm and increase the number of sperm. Figs help overcome male sterility. Sweet potatoes look like the pancreas and actually help balance the glycemic index of diabetics. Olives assist the health and function of the ovaries and they look like ovaries. Oranges, grapefruits and other citrus fruits look just like the mammary glands of the female and actually assist the health of the breasts and the movement of lymph in and out of breasts. Onions look like the body’s cells and help clear waste material from all of the body cells. They produce tears, like no other vegetable or fruit, which wash the epithelial layers of the eyes. A working companion, garlic, also helps eliminate waste materials and dangerous free radicals from the body.
When we buy meals already prepared the benefits for our body are not there and we take a risk with what is actually in that food. Far too many people get sick or die from food they eat that they did not prepare themselves. As wives and mothers we need to know exactly what is going into the mouths of our family.
Does the food and teaching you and your children take in each day have God’s seal of approval?  Who else knows what is best for our minds and bodies, but our Creator Father? God said that we need more than just food for the body; we need food for the soul and spirit as well. Our physical body is greatly affected by the condition of our spirit and soul so that what we feed our soul and spirit can either help or harm the inner man/woman – the eternal part of us. This in turn affects our physical condition because the physical and spiritual are completely connected. 
“The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time. You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. The Lord is righteous in all his ways and loving toward all he has made. The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them. The Lord watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy.” Psalm 145:15-20
The love of God is poured into us by the Holy Spirit when we agree with our Father about who His Son is, and then receive Him as Savior and Lord.
Truth is found in God’s Book of Truth and from this place we judge newspaper reports, science laboratories results, teaching in secular schools and universities, etc. Truth is revealed and explained by God’s Holy Spirit.  
Faith is to be attached to the truth for faith to work in the right way. When faith is fastened to facts or fantasies you get all kinds of beliefs, lifestyles and religions that take people further away from the truth. People will believe almost anything when they do not have the truth. They may know a lot of facts, but not the truth. (Proverbs 14:15) True knowledge comes from God. You can imagine anything you want, but truth, knowledge and wisdom comes from our Creator, and there’s just no getting around that.  
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. For through me (godly wisdom) your days will be many, and years will be added to your life. If you are wise, your wisdom will reward you; if you are a mocker, you alone will suffer.” Proverbs 9:10-12
“How long will you simple ones love your simple ways? How long will mockers delight in mockery and fools hate knowledge (truth)? If you had responded to my rebuke (to repent), I would have poured out my heart to you and made my thoughts (truths) known to you.” Proverbs 1:22-23 (Words in parenthesis are mine)
Feeding yourself and your children “the truth” will do wonders for your body, soul and spirit. When we take the truth in to application, we will see problems leave, both physical and spiritual. Doctors should never be regarded as having the final say in your situation or in your child’s situation. What your child’s school teacher says or your church pastor says should be compared to what God says. Believe what God says and stand on it. Even people with good intention can lead you away from the truth. 
As mothers we should know and approve of what is going in to our minds and bodies, both physically and spiritually. Do you open God’s Word each morning to feed on His truth just as surely as you open up your kitchen each morning to feed your hungry family?  Why grieve the Holy Spirit of God with whom you have been sealed for the day of redemption? (Ephesians 4:30-31)
Most of us have sat in a restaurant with a menu before us. The choices we make are based on different things depending on the person. But, a meal should leave you feeling satisfied and strengthened. How do you pick your meal? Is your choice based on ingredients, quantity, taste or surprise (something new)? We also have a menu from which to choose our ‘spiritual’ food. The choices offered to people today are presented in all sorts of ways; prepared by all types of people, cultures and organizations, but the affect it has on us won’t show up right away, just like any disease. 
Your meal might come to you by way of a book, a movie, a school classroom, a religious knock at your door, a preacher, a parent or grandparent, a family member or close friend. It can also come to you by way of a vaccination or doctor’s prescription, or a prostitute and pornography, or the horoscopes and witchcraft. 
When it comes to flu shots, vaccinations and any type of “preventative” medicine – you don’t need it. You have God for that! God is your protection and provision; so trust Him. Alcohol, preventative medicine and insurance – is for the unfaithful; the fearful. It’s for those who do not have the favor of God on them.   
What is this “teaching/food” that Jesus says seduces and misleads His servants? (Revelation 2:20) It’s the same words and way that Satan used on Eve in the Garden to ruin her relationship with Adam and that he used to ruin Adam’s relationship with God. 
We can most help our husbands by trusting the Lord and by not trying to do their job for them. It’s takes a strong woman of faith to know what NOT to do and then pray and be patient, waiting on the Lord. 
The best meal of the day, of any day, is found sitting at God’s Table, but most of us have either gone without that ‘first’ meal of the day or replaced it with junk. Sleep is good for our physical bodies, we need it, but if we let sleep replace God’s Word then that extra amount of sleep won’t do us a bit of good that day. 
If we replace God’s Word with the newspaper, emails, music, television, etc. – we will be depleted 
Are you exhausted? Are you worried? Are your emotions up and down? Are you short-tempered? Are you indecisive? Are you confused? Are you depressed? Are you anxious? Are you needy? Are you empty? You will not overcome any of these things unless you come to God’s Table and let Him serve you the food you need?
When Moses was leading the children of God through the desert they were told to gather just enough manna (His bread) as they needed for the day. If they tried to gather any more than a day’s, that which they had gathered for the next day spoiled; it was full of maggots and began to stink. (Exodus 16:15-20) The Word of God is for daily use. God feeds us with exactly what we need for that day. God will not give you more than you need and neither will He give you too little for what’s ahead. 
When you sit down to feast on God’s Word don’t get up till He has fully satisfied and strengthened your soul and spirit. Don’t let Satan tell you that you don’t have the time. Make the time. Go to bed early enough so you can get up early enough to sit with the Lord at His Table. The Lord has His table set for you and He is ready to serve you what He has prepared for you. 
“Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for men, for he satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things.” Psalms 107:8-9
On the other hand, don’t sit any longer than you need to either. Know when you’ve had enough, just like you should push yourself away from the table when you are full, not stuffed. Too much of any good thing – is not good. The more I read at one setting, just to be reading, the less value it could have for the day. Write down what God satisfies you with and for your faith to act on that day. Let your journal become a list of all the great meals you’ve had with the Lord at His Table. 
God fills us up so we can be of service to Him and others. His food allows us to live the right life instead of the wrong life; the life that ends with a rich welcome into life eternal instead of into eternal punishment.



SHE CONSIDERS A FIELD

“She considers a field and buys it; out of her earnings she plants a vineyard.” Proverbs 31:16
The Proverbs 31 Woman gives consideration to what she puts her finances to, be it little or much, be it allotted to her by her husband or be it what she has entirely earned herself. She puts a lot of thought into her purchases because she always has the good of her husband and children in mind as to how it will benefit them. She considers a field and how to invest in her field of interest so that she and her family have something later in life that financially flows in on its own.
Now women think much differently than men as to what is necessary and what is not. A man can live without the things a child can’t live without or what a woman won’t live without. But, a man will be able to function much better when he has a thoughtful wife capable of making ‘home’ the best place he has ever been. 
I believe that one of the hardest things for a woman to do is to set aside family comforts and vanities for a future goal. She is focused on the day to day needs, disciplines and enjoyment of her family because of the way God made her. This is why every family needs “the leader” who plans ahead and holds the family accountable to the whole will of God.
I believe the hardest thing for a man is to consider his wife and children as he considers his own body; to care for his family as he cares for himself. (Ephesians 5:28) My husband used to get upset when I would spend money he didn’t want me to spend. He eventually came to understand that how I think is not the same as how he thinks. It takes time and a lot of passionate conversations (even heated arguments) to become one in all things. It takes a lot of patience and prayer too. We will never think in the same way. God did this, so don’t get upset over it; let it work out the way it needs to.
I believe wastefulness, well as impatience, greed and discontentment, adds to unnecessary financial debt? If you are waiting to make purchases or to receive something from the Lord that He promised you – you will find that the waiting period works to show you where you are wasting things or not using them in the best way. Have you ever noticed what the rich get rid of compared to what the poor get rid of? Have you ever looked in the garbage cans of grocery stores and restaurants? The poor do, and they get run off if caught.   
Most of us have been robbed of our right to dream and have forfeited our long-range goals, but we’ve only been robbed because we have not been watchful and careful; we have depended on the wrong people and wrong things. “God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work….You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” 2 Corinthians 9:8, 11
One of the wonderful responsibilities of the Holy Spirit is to show us the right timing and way to go, but most of us are not willing to wait on the Lord for anything. As long as we are in debt, especially in debt over our heads, we will not be able to have a long-range vision for the future fulfilled; dreaming loses its hopeful expectation. 
Before I met my husband I never had enough money. I’d have every paycheck spent before I got it. I accepted any credit card that was offered to me. Just as soon as I made a payment on a credit card I’d be out making purchases up to my credit limit again. I never paid my credit cards off each month to eliminate the added interest. God gave me a husband who thought differently. He took my credit cards away and put me on a budget. He’s had me on a budget ever since and I’m still learning how to work within a budget. Over the earlier years of our marriage this was the main issue of our marital strife. If it wasn’t for our love for the Lord and commitment to our vows – it could’ve split us up – like it does many couples. 
After we had given up on our dream, even forgetting it, the Lord told us to start dreaming again. One very early morning (December 21st) the Lord woke me up with a trumpet call: “December 28th!” I got up to get in the Word, but I fell back to sleep on the couch. Again the trumpet call came: “DECEMBER 28th!” But, when the trumpet sounded a third time I sensed strongly that God definitely wanted me to know something about “December 28th.” But what was it? December 28th was next Saturday, seven days away. 
All week we waited on the Lord to reveal what He meant. Then, on the morning of December 28th my husband heard from the Lord: “This is exactly the date and day of the week you both met. I want you to celebrate it and dream like you used to do; do all the things you enjoy doing together. Celebrate!” So we did. We went for a morning walk and then went looking at beautifully designed model homes. We ended the day with an early dinner and a movie. 
Our ‘almost forgotten’ dream was to buy land and build our own home because Mike is a builder and I love to design floor plans and design interiors. God never gave up (like we had) on purchasing land and building our own home. So, if you think God doesn’t care about what you care about – you’re very wrong. He didn’t put those talents, visions and inspirations in you for nothing. 
God cares about our dreams more than we do. He’s listening to our thoughts for what will form dreams in us. He takes our “considerations” seriously, much more seriously than we do because He has the power to make anything happen. Nothing is impossible for God and for the one who trusts in Him and waits on Him. God doesn’t give up and He doesn’t forget. Neither should we. It may not come about as soon as we would like, but you must be ready for it when it does start to happen. During “the wait” God is making you ready for it so that you don’t lose it or use it in the wrong way. 
God makes a way for the upright dreamer where there doesn’t seem to be way. God thoroughly enjoys helping us prosper and to enjoy the life He’s given us.   

FIELD OF DREAMS


The further away the world gets from God’s laws and principles the less we have in life; the less to sustain us and the less to enjoy in life. The quality of life for all peoples diminishes in proportion to ignorance, idolatry and rebellion. When Jesus returns to reign on the earth all of God’s laws and principles will be re-established, executed, employed and engaged by all. Under Christ’s rule the quality of life will continuously improve. His standard will begin to fill every place and purpose of man’s life on the earth and even beyond because the eternal life of human beings can’t be contained on one planet alone. 

“Be patient….until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near.” James 5:7-9

We “stand firm” in the truth and we live now according to Christ’s laws and principles until our Lord takes us home, whether in death or rapture. In Isaiah chapter 65 we have God telling us what life will be like on the earth when Jesus our KING begins His reign of one-thousand years. In that day the sons and daughters of the Most High God will thrive without hindrance and they will dominate like never before. God told Adam and Eve to multiply and increase and He’s never told man to “stop.” Over population of the earth is not a concern or fear of our Creator; the One by whom all things exist, hold together and are sustained. God created everything with eternity in mind.  

I believe that the greatest wonder of life is God's miracle of 'growth.' It’s a miracle because only God can make things grow. (1 Corinthians 3:7-8) God created everything in full form and with seed for everything (animal, plant and human) to continue on forever.  

“Though your riches increase, do not set your heart on them. One thing God has spoken, two things have I heard: that you, O God, are strong, and that you, O Lord, are loving. Surely you will reward each person according to what he has done.” Psalms 62:10-12

When the wicked are in rule there is limitation put on everything, there is loss of liberty and life. But, when righteousness rules on the earth there you have freedom, abundance, peace and love. There is far more to becoming like Jesus than the church has been living and teaching. We have under-emphasized the practical things in life. Because the church has been so focused on spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ (and rightly so) we have let practical things in life slip away from us. And, because we have failed in keeping ourselves just as involved with the practical things of life we have actually hindered the Gospel from spreading as quickly as it could. 

A field that is considered has the potential of producing something of substance and of value. Today, not too many people get to own land outright and have fields to build and plant in, and as they will. They have lost that ‘God-given’ right because of wicked rulers with all their regulations and controls. 

Why would God require it of us to prosper if not so that we are able to feed and care for our own family as well as have more than enough to provide for others in their time of need? (Exodus 23:10-11) Satan works against the prospering of the Lord’s people so that we are not an influence on anyone and so that the Gospel does not have the finance to spread. Only a free man can free another man. The poor do not hire people. The homeless keep to themselves. 

Productivity of fields has decreased and one reason is because of government control and taxes. Another very key reason for this is that farmers do not obey what God said to do for their fields. Every seventh year the farmer is not to sow seed, but to let the land rest from its work, just like we are to do every seventh day and like our Creator did on the first seventh day. The farmer and his household are to eat whatever comes directly from their fields in that seventh year without plowing and sowing. (Exodus 23:10-11 and Leviticus 25:2-13) For those who obey God in this, He promises them a hearty harvest in the sixth year that will carry them through the next three years. Imagine that.

“Follow my decrees and be careful to obey my laws, and you will live safely in the land. Then the land will yield its fruit, and you will eat your fill and live there in safety. You may ask, ‘What will we eat in the seventh year if we do not plant or harvest our crops?’ I will send you such a blessing in the sixth year that the land will yield enough for three years. While you plant during the eighth year, you will eat from the old crop and will continue to eat from it until the harvest of the ninth year comes in.’” Leviticus 25:18-24

The earth is over 6 thousand years old and Jesus is about to return and reign. During that 7th millennium there will be “rest.” Hallelujah!

God also has laws about buying and selling land: “The land must not be sold permanently, because the land is mine and you are but aliens and my tenants. Throughout the country that you hold as a possession, you must provide for the redemption of the land.” (Leviticus 25:23-24) God has also established how “loans” among His people are to work so that the debtor is released from that loan/debt after seven years. (Deuteronomy 15:1-6) What a wonderful world this would be if man lived by God’s love and laws.

The proper nutrients in food is lacking because the fields never rest. Thus, people have physical and financial problems. God’s way is the best way and when we live according to His laws and principles we are blessed in every way. 

God’s wisdom for growth in all forms of life is for the eternal continuation of human life. Eve was called “the mother of all the living,” (Genesis 3:20) but like Eve women have been deceived; they have tried to change their nature/purpose and therefore the fields of women have become an eye-sore to our Father. 

“Keep my commands and you will live; guard my teachings as the apple of your eye.” Proverbs 7:2

The fields of God’s people are not producing like they could and should. We have far too many distractions, idols and hindrances that keep us from all the various harvests and from celebrating them and enjoying them just like the Lord told us to. A field is your marriage, a piece of land, an empty building, your children’s growth in the Lord, the ministry God gives you, a neighbor who has lost everything, a government seat of leadership, the books God needs you to write, your art, your craft, caring for orphans or widows, etc. the list goes on. 

Our heavenly Father has provided all the various fields of our dreams and He has all the seed we need to start, just for the asking.  A field is what you see potential in for something good and beneficial to come forth. When you consider a field you see something there that others don’t see.  It’s very possible that the reason no one else sees what you see is because your heavenly Father has reserved that field for YOU; it belongs to you. We only need to get our heart right, and get going.  God is for you to produce and prosper in every way.

“Sow your seed in the morning, and at evening let not your hands be idle, for you do not know which will succeed, whether this or that, or whether both will do equally well.” Ecclesiastes 11:6
I remember the first winter after the first harvest of my field out back. (It was just a little vegetable garden, but it was my “field of dream” at that time.) I opened up the pantry of all the jarred food I had stored there and saw how my God had blessed me with a “hearty harvest.” For such a little space of land I produced a good amount of food for our family of six, and then some. I was able to give some away. It fulfilled me to see that I was able to feed my family from out of my own field. 
If women don’t know any more than to go to the store to get what they need then how hopeless they will feel when they no longer have this freedom to shop and buy? This day is sooner than we think. 

THE FIELD OF MOTHERHOOD

“May the Lord make you increase, both you and your children. May you be blessed by the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” Psalms 115:14-15
What happens to a girl or woman who has no interest in anything that’s of value; no field to work in? She becomes idle. We begin to do worthless things; things we shouldn’t do. Idleness is not the absence of doing work; it’s the neglect of doing worthy work. Paul tells us to warn those who are idle. (1 Thessalonians 5:14) Why the warning? 
God cares more than we do about our work being an investment towards something greater. Too many of us live for today only. God tells us through Paul’s teaching that wives are wise to settle down at home raising children and being good managers of their homes. Our human weakness works against us and is why God entered the warnings along with the instructions. If we don’t get busy doing the will of God we will waste all we have; we’ll waste our time, finances and strength on work and things that have no real worth, by God’s definition of worth.  
What Paul says about the ‘sex drive’ comes from godly wisdom. A young woman’s sensual desires and her desire to be married can overcome her dedication to Christ. She ‘should’ marry unless God has anointed her for celibacy. In the case of a young widow who has sexual desires and the desire for her children to have a father, she is to remarry or else she will make some very bad choices and bring shame upon herself. (1Timothy 5:11-15) But, she should not jump at just any offer; she should wait on the Lord to reveal the right man. 
An older widow who has been faithful to her husband, has raised godly children, has shown hospitality to the saints, and has helped those in trouble – having devoted herself to all kinds of good deeds is to be honored. She is to be ‘respectfully’ taken care of by her family or if she has no family around then the church is to take care of her when she no longer has a husband to care for her and provide for her. A true widow, by God’s definition, is one who has learned to bring herself under the control of the Holy Spirit. She trusts in God and does not fear the days ahead. Fearful widows make bad and shameful choices. 
Raising children and caring for elderly parents (incapable of taking care of themselves) are two types of fields a woman can work in, but there are other fields as well. Let me just say that although there are many fields to work in – as a Christian woman it is very important to know the right field you should be working in. Go to the Lord and wait on Him to show you YOUR field because then you know, that no matter what happens or doesn’t happen, God is with you to succeed and only good will come out of it. (Proverbs 10:22)
The field of motherhood has been disregarded by worldly women as worthy of their strength, time and the image they desire to have of themselves. This rich field is being overtaken with thorns and thistles. Women make themselves barren by the way they think and with the things they do to themselves to prevent having children. The women’s liberation movement in America has done great harm to motherhood and the family, and not just in America but this shameful way of thinking in women has spread all over the world.
The world needs more mothers not more madonnas. The Virgin Mary is not to be worshipped. Rock stars, movie stars and fashion models do not set the standard for us; we set the standard for them, God’s standard. We don’t need any more wild depraved women telling little girls how to think, behave, work and have fun. We need to see true womanhood return to this earth.    
Margaret Sanger with her introduction of birth control, including abortion, has robbed society of the most wonderful human beings. The Lord looks down and is grieved and angered because….. “He looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.” (Isaiah 5:7) If you think that God does not see or hear what goes on in our wombs, homes and in the land where you live – you’re wrong.
Where or how does a girl or woman learn to mother her children God’s way? How can she be confident that all her labor and sacrifice will not disappoint her, her husband or her God? Father God has given all women the perfect guidelines to learn and live by in the Biblical passage of Proverbs 31:10-31. God’s definition of a woman and of motherhood has NEVER changed. Women have tried to change the meaning of womanhood and motherhood. Men have been pushed or forced into positions of mothering and managing the household because wives and mothers have neglected their duties, or, because they have left their husband for another man, or career, or church ministry that is more important to them. Satan has deceived these women with the same trickery he used on Eve, the first woman.  On the other hand, women whose husbands have left them, have to work to provide for themselves and their children. They have to take on the husband’s role of protecting and providing for the family. 
Women are being trained by Satan’s vessels to think the wrong way about children and raising children. It is not right to have a child for status and image. I hear more and more women saying that they don’t want any children and if they are married their husbands have to go along with it because “it’s her body.” Really? “Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) “The wife's body does not belong to her alone but also to her husband. In the same way, the husband's body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife.” (1 Corinthians 7:4) 
Women have been created with a womb for bringing children into the world. The only thing that can change a woman’s natural desire for children is continual unnatural teaching and very strong influence. A wife does not have the right to deny her husband children. On the other hand, if the man doesn’t want children the wife is faced with hard choices she shouldn’t have to make. We don’t have the right to abort a child at any stage of their life. And, I don’t care what you’ve been told; man-made forms of birth control are harmful to your body and should not be taken or used. God gave us a natural way to know when we can get pregnant and when we can’t. I believe God has permanently shut the wombs of some wives so that they could adopt children. 
If children are a blessing from the Lord, as the Lord says they are, then why are so many women just not interested in this field; the noblest of all fields? The womb and home are to be treated like a field where the farmer does every necessary thing to insure a healthy abundant harvest, even sacrifices sleep to see his expectation fulfilled. The generations of the upright are a well cared for vineyard. 
STRONG FOR HER WORK

It is to a woman’s honor to be doing the ‘dignified’ work that rewards her and that she thoroughly enjoys. Women do all kinds of work but most women do not enjoy what they do mainly because they choose work that is not in agreement with who they really are. 
Many women are forced to take any job they can find just to provide for themselves and children, but this is not our Father’s way. His way is “prosperity” and there is a huge difference between prosperity (God’s way) and earning an income. The prosperity of God is built on what you really want to do and not on what you find to do so you can pay the bills and feed yourself and the children. Some jobs may be a stepping stone for what you really want to do and God will reveal that to you – if you have learned to listen to Him.    
Most men do not know how to ‘properly’ provide for their wives and children, nor do they ‘truly’ understand why the family needs him; why they need his masculinity and leadership and why they desperately need him to keep his eyes on the Lord and his ears in tune with God’s voice. Noble families of God are few and far between and our world is suffering because of it. 
As I look out today I see that most girls are not being prepared for the work of marriage and family. What young girls have been conditioned for are worldliness, whoredom and wastefulness. How rare it is to find a young girl who learns at home how to be a good wife, mother and homemaker, and that enjoys it. The work a little girl sees her mother doing can either make a young girl into a woman of great worth or a foolish woman of the world. 
You might think I’m old fashioned or stuck in the dark ages, but the truth is that God’s standard has never changed and one day very soon the world will be ruled and protected by that wonderful standard. Those who choose otherwise will live outside the presence of God and God has made sure that everyone knows just how horrible that place will be whether they want to believe it or not. 
The godly woman works with vigor knowing full well that even though she receives little to no praise now for all she does – she will later – for keeping herself strong for her work. Her love for God and her family is how she can get her work done with such enthusiasm and strength. 
I will work vigorously if I’m sure my work is valid and vital to God no matter how insignificant it seems. I can be busy with many things, but if my work is not suitable and necessary, by God’s definition, then all I thought was so important to do will actually be what shames me later when all is revealed. God cares more than you do about your prosperity and future honor and inheritance. He has given us so much, but how are we using what we’ve received from our Father and been entrusted with?  You might be rich by the world’s standard, and yet be poor by God’s standard. 
Are you diseased in some way? Disease is poverty of the body. Are you divorced with children? Divorce is the poverty of family. Are you neglecting God’s Word each day? Ignorance makes you poor in every way. Jesus healed as many as came to Him.
We are to be ever increasing with the knowledge of God. We are to ask God for wisdom when we lack it and that will be a continual thing; to lack wisdom. To ask God for His wisdom pleases God and when God is pleased – God is generous. (James 1:2-8)  Our fear of God starts ‘knowledge’ off, but our love of God keeps us increasing our knowledge of Him. God never intended Adam and Eve to be ignorant when He set that first law of the land; that they not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. By obedience they would not have evil in their way of all their glorious work on earth. To fear God means to obey God. To obey God means to prosper in every way.  
Once we stop increasing our knowledge of God, we have become a proud person with a limited perspective of who God is. There are a few reasons why Christians stop reading and studying God’s Word. One: The life they had crumbles and they blame God. They stop fellowshipping with God’s people as well as stop reading God’s Word each morning. Two: They don’t get anything personal from God’s Word, it’s boring to them. They do not have the Holy Spirit who draws them into God’s Word, reveals the truth and shows them how to apply it personally. Three: They like their religion and they don’t want anything to tell them different; that they need to change their thoughts and ways: self-satisfied and self-deceived.  
Your first ‘good’ work of the day is for your hands to “handle rightly the Word of God.”  When you are doing what you are suppose to be doing – you will see a whole lot of fruit come from very little effort. This is because God blesses your work because of its ‘righteous’ cause. He assists you by making people submit to you when they oppose you and by making things flourish and thrive (abound) for you, and by making doors open before you exactly when you need it to, no matter what Satan has planned otherwise. 
God has assigned ‘woman’ the work that best suits her nature and destiny as a daughter of the King and a wise manager of His Kingdom, of which He will have many because, “Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.” (Isaiah 9:7) Our work matters more than we think. Our value and worth is rated by how well we do what we are designed and destined to do. You can be sure that if a woman tries to do ‘man’s work’ that she will be of no real value to anyone except the devil and his servants. Deep down inside every woman is true femininity longing to manifest and be glorified with the Lord. She will not be able to enjoy a life that takes her ‘outside’ herself, no matter how hard she tries. 
I must work until the Lord shows me that I have accomplished all that I was to do because if ‘I’ don’t do it – it won’t get done. It’s mine to do, and my Father is holding me accountable. After my children grew up, got married and left home, I thought I was done teaching them. My husband and I were thinking all was well with our children because we had married them all off to the ones God picked for each of them. One day the Lord said to me: “You are not done teaching and training your children.” Our parenting work wasn’t over as far as God was concerned. He could see what was ahead for each couple that would test their faith in Him and their vows to each other. They would need to hear our own testimonies and counsel. 
“The older women of God are to teach the younger women of God what is good, to train them to love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God.”  Titus 2:3-5
Young wives and mothers who don’t want to hear and heed the godly wisdom of old wives and grandmothers are fools and destroyers of future generations of godly families. Women today, even Christian women, don’t want to hear that there is such a thing as “woman’s work” or “man’s work.” Marriage and family becomes perverted when men do woman’s work and women do man’s work. Women want to lead and men let them in order to keep the peace. This does not promote peace. Peace comes from the righteousness of God being lived out. What you have is not peaceful marriages or families; you have cowardly men and shameful women unsuspectingly building Satan’s kingdom, a selfish hateful wretched kingdom.  
Wives and mothers are servants and peacemakers of the family/home. When wives/mothers hire out their work as a wife and mother, the true enjoyment of their marriage, home and family begins to die. When you hire someone else to do what you are suppose to do – it won’t have the best result, in fact it will probably have the worse results with your marriage and children. Most women hire out their work simply because they do not like doing it themselves. No wonder girls have grown up wanting to be served, having to buy their way around in life.   
Women want to live the ‘queen’s life’ without having the noble character of a true queen. The wisdom of God gives women certain work and tasks to do that will bring them His praise and reward. I may not receive a thing on earth for my faithfulness, but I am a losing fool if I am working for I want from this world and for worldly praise when I get those things of the world that everyone lusts for and covets. 
What a waste of your life not to have known the reason for living; the noble purpose you have on this earth. Jesus set free a woman when He said to her: “I do not condemn you, but go now and leave your life of sin.”  (John 8:11)  We need to see that life being lived out to know what is worth leaving our sinful lifestyle for; right? 
A husband and wife do not become “one” until they know God’s truth. There’s more to becoming one than conceiving a child together. Husbands and wives have something glorious to build together. They each have work to do that only they can do. They keep “strong” for that work together by persevering with the knowledge of good and ignoring those who teach and command otherwise, with the knowledge of evil.  
We need God’s Spirit to help us do the work and live the life that is worthy of who we are in Christ Jesus. 
“Listen to me. Blessed are those who keep my ways. Blessed are those who listen to me. Whoever finds me, finds life, and receives favor from the Lord.” “Wisdom has built her house….let the simple come in and learn wisdom. Let those who lack judgment come in and learn to walk in the way of understanding. Those who come in – will live!” (Proverbs 8:32-35, 9:1-6) 

MAKING THE CHILD MIND

Our four children were born within six years (1977-1983). When they were little my husband would come home from work and the kids would go at him to play. I wanted to go at him too, but with a problem or frustration of my day with our children. I had a house rule: Leave daddy alone and let him take a little nap to unwind from his day. Then he’ll play with you later. When this happened our evening was more enjoyable. I wanted the children to understand what it meant to their daddy to come each day. 
There are six insensitive words I just hate to hear: “Wait till your father gets home!” I know I’ve said it without thinking how it would affect my husband's homecoming. Making the children mind is mother’s responsibility. Why should dad have to come home and do what mother should’ve done while the children were in her keeping? Maybe that’s the problem; most children are not with their mothers all day, every day. 
Most children hate being away from their mother all day and the ones who don’t hate it probably have mothers they hate more. Children become unmanageable when left with other people day in and day out. It’s not the child’s fault if he/she is unmanageable. Children were meant to be at home with mother during their ‘formative’ years. Parenting is much harder when children are forced against their will to be under the authority of others. This causes an attitude of rebellion, lashing out and resenting their parent or parents. Leaving them each day at preschool, day-care or public school is not natural; it’s not the will of God for family. 
“Children's children are a crown to the aged, and parents are the pride of their children.” Proverbs 17:6
Most parents today are simply in the dark about the real needs of children. Very few parents understand how ‘extremely’ important it is for children to be able to trust their parent/parents to be truthful and heroic. Children today have very poor examples of what true bravery is. Children need mom and dad to do right by them and for them, but who determines what is “right?” Does our government? Does the church? Do scientists? Do child psychologists? Do parents? All these are highly susceptible to change. Right and wrong, truth and lie, fact and fantasy – is determined by our Maker who does not change. He is the same today as He was before He created everything and then when we have moved into “eternity;” that is after our King has finished His thousand year reign on the earth and turned everything over to His true sons and daughters – He will continue to be the same as always. God has not hidden or held anything from us that we need know or need to have. It’s not God’s fault that you are a pitiful parent or that you can’t make your children mind you. 
Do what is right and in your child’s best interest and when your children grow up they will be your best friends. The greater their pride is for you the deeper and more enjoyable that friendship will be.  
A mother’s strong arm of discipline is to be like the old saying: “Nip it in the bud;” correcting the problem before it grows bigger than you. I see mothers simply ignoring the rebellion and outbursts of their children as if it will go away, or as if children are suppose to correct themselves.  All that does is make your child resent and hate you and it’s only a matter of time before they show you just how much. Outbursts and rebellion won’t go away by you ignoring it, it will only grow bigger and louder. Threatening your child with their father's homecoming is not the way to make your child obey you. It will only cause them to disrespect you and not look forward to daddy coming home.
There are not two kinds of children; those who mind and those who won’t. There is a good way to make any child mind, even encumbered children be it physical or mental. Mothers (and fathers) today are afraid to spank (discipline) their children in the way that it will work for their good character. A motto I have is: If it doesn’t hurt – it doesn’t work. Why would God put these verses in the Bible if they were not true, or if it only works for some and not for others? 
“The rod of correction imparts wisdom, but a child left to himself disgraces his mother.” Proverbs 29:15
“Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.” Proverbs 22:15
“Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him with the rod, he will not die. Punish him with the rod and save his soul from death.” Proverbs 23:13-14
“He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is careful to discipline him.” Proverbs 13:24
I don’t care what you’ve been taught; “time-out” is not the kind of discipline the Lord is talking about. Some kids need less or more painful discipline to break their stubborn resistance to your authority – it depends on their pain tolerance or their fear of pain. Time outs do not break a child’s rebellion; it just holds it off. God has put Satan on a very long “time-out” but that’s because God is holding off His severe punishment; the eternal suffering for all evil rebellion. But, you don’t want yourself or your child to know that kind of PAIN.  So, take care of it NOW!
With one of our daughters all we needed to do was raise our voice, but with the other 3 children we needed to leave welts. Knowing how to break their will but not their spirit is a very fruitful skill to develop. Cowardly mothers and fathers won’t go the distance with physical discipline that the child needs them to go.  They say spankings don’t work when in fact it’s ‘their’ spankings that don’t work. They are just afraid to inflict real pain on the child’s seat of learning.  They spank just as hard as their own feelings will let them. It becomes all about the parent instead of the child. Then the child has won his position as controller.  
When we wait till the anger in us has subsided we can easily make the mistake of either spanking too lightly or not at all. Do not let ‘anger’ be the driving force of physical discipline. It is right to be angry, but be angry without sinning against your child. Remember, your children belong to the Father first and foremost, so you don’t want to arouse the Mighty One who is known for severely punishing those who mistreat His little ones.  
Most parents discipline immediately when they are angry or they let it go because they waited too long and got busy with something else. Sometimes you need to inflict immediate attention, but without the kind of anger that abuses. To ignore the problem till it begins to annoy you personally is selfish and wrong. When this happens we can become very angry and overact with abuse. 
I grew up with a mom who thought discipline was about yelling and threatening because she grew up that way, so when I started having children I naturally behaved this way too until my husband started disciplining me for it. Yelling at your children (or at your husband or wife) is not what brings peace and harmony to the family and home-life. The quiet gentle wise mother gets her children to mind, God’s way. We should ‘expect’ our children to mind us the first time we ‘say it.’ Otherwise, we frustrate ourselves and confuse our children. My husband’s mother raised twelve children the old fashioned way using a strong arm and with anything that was within hand’s reach. They all lived through it to talk and laugh about it. 
Satan has been able to convince “the ignorant” that physical painful discipline is wrong and is to be brought to justice in our courts of law. He has gotten away with this because Christians have failed to live by God’s principles and laws, thus showing the world that this wisdom is right; right by the way our children grow up to be responsible and caring human beings. God has a much higher court where we will all be judged. So I ask you, “Whose laws and standard do you want to live by, the world’s or God’s?”
Mom and dad both need to be united about their form of discipline because the children will know how to work between them to get what they want. We saw it with our children and I see it with most families. As parents, we need to be united and consistent with our discipline otherwise we cause them to become exaggerators, manipulators, liars, sneaks and back stabbers. Disunity with mom and dad creates insecurity and resentment in their children.
There is a time when mother should rely on father’s stronger arm. When my children were almost as big as me I was not strong enough anymore to inflict physical pain. I’d catch them laughing to themselves when I tried to whip their BIG behinds. This is when I started warning them that their father would make sure they never forgot, ignored or spurned my instructions again. And they didn’t. Dad liked making them wait for his spanking. He’d take his nap to unwind, maybe even wait through dinner, and then he would take the “rod” (belt) and make it hurt till it worked true humility in them. It was hard for me to watch sometimes, but I knew if they saw my sympathy it would turn their hearts against their dad. 
The same is true with us and our heavenly Father. When we ignore the quiet voice of Holy Spirit’s discipline and gentle ways of prodding us along – then the STRONGER ARM OF THE FATHER comes after us. Father expects His children to listen and obey His Spirit just like a godly father expects his children to listen and obey their godly mother. Father, Son and Spirit are united in purpose and so should every earthly family be united in spirit and in truth. Sometimes an early death is the result of us having refused to be changed by the Father’s painful discipline. Left to ourselves we will not only ruin our own life but the lives of those around us that we influence. 
My children have each called me “mean” sometime in their early days and more than once. I used to respond, “Yes! And I’m proud of it. I graduated with honors from the Mean Mothers School!” Hoping to make me feel guilty or sorry with their accusation – they would walk away with a look of defeat on their face. Truth is, sometimes we are unnecessarily mean to our children. We don’t always treat them in the same way we expect them to treat us. We want them to listen to us, but do we really listen to them? (I know I’m guilty.) We can’t reach and win our child’s heart until we start hearing what they are trying to say to us; until we begin to understand how precious they are to God and how important each one is. Our Father hears exactly what we are trying to say to Him but He has a greater parental advantage as our heavenly Father. He is a very good listener and keeps every prayer we pray for the day of vindication, victory or vengeance. 
Sometimes I would act like I was listening to my children but wouldn’t be fully listening because what they were saying wasn’t important (in my opinion), or it took them so long just to say it that I’d lose interest. Our little children need us to pay attention immediately, but as they grow up they need to learn to wait for us to give our full attention to them. When your child sees you stop what you’re doing to listen, answer a question or help them with something – they won’t seek somewhere else for it. No one has their best interest at heart like mother and father. 
As a grandmother I’ve learned not to belittle those simply thoughts and questions children have. Be careful not to miss those tender moments with your children that are so meaningful to them. Sometimes they will unintentionally d-r-a-g out what they have to say simply because they are hungry for you to show interest in them. They need your full attention more than you realize. Sometimes they will do the wrong thing just to get you to show some strong emotion for them. So give them the time and understanding they need from you. You’ll see that those trade-offs were profitable. What you hope to have with your grown up children one day – depends on the value you put on them as they were growing up and the sacrifice you made for them.


PREPARING FOR HIS HOMECOMING

Every husband/father deserves a proper homecoming each day, at least those who are taking their God-given responsibilities serious and to heart. A man’s wife and children should prepare for his homecoming from work each day just as the Bride of Christ prepares for the Head of His House to return. The Proverbs 31 Woman makes coming home a refreshing experience for her husband.  
Women (wives and mothers) have gone outside their pleasant God-given boundaries and because they have the head of the house is not given a hearty welcome home each day. If you disagree with this statement it’s because you’ve never experienced this truth and way of life. Maybe you’ve grown up in a worldly home or a broken home where you went back and forth between parents. Or, you may have been an extremely rebellious child with a parent or parents who let you have your own way. No matter what, the truth is that God designed male and female and established each with their functions and purposes – just like Father, Son and Holy Spirit each have theirs and yet are in perfect harmony; achieving all that is good and holy. 
We live in a world that thinks ‘freedom’ gives us the right to live any way we want. Real freedom is rooted in truth as well as love, the love of God. It involves boundaries. God gave laws and boundaries to everything He created. (A law sets a boundary. Every boundary protects people’s rights.) God’s people lived their best lives when they ruled themselves by God’s laws but the moment they strayed from godliness their lives became dreadful. 
God set boundaries and God is the only One who can change our boundaries or remove them altogether. For example: The oceans have their shorelines as boundaries. The sun never leaves its place. Winds have their speed and routes set. Animals know not to breed outside their “kind.” Holy angels only go as far as their purpose from God allows them. All things were created by the Word of God and are sustained by His laws. (Colossians 1:15-20, Hebrews 1:3) Yet, we see God removing the very boundaries He has set for His judgments. By God’s command, rivers swell to flood towns and cities. Oceans recede to rise up and destroy coastal communities. Killer tornados have formed when the wind gets its order to speed up and stir up. When any created thing goes outside its proper boundary it causes destruction. 
When the world’s first wife became convinced that their boundary from God was unreasonable they ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil that their Father had told them not to eat from. When Adam and Eve disobeyed their Father’s instruction it upset the peace at home in the Garden. Fellowship with their Father had ended and they were afraid of Him returning. 
When I talk to Christians about the Lord’s return most of them are afraid instead of excited. I see fear in Christians instead of peace when they talk about death. Why is that? I believe it’s because they are not right with their heavenly Father, just like the disobedient teenager who dreads his father’s home-coming. 
Coming home to a man is to feel the same as going home felt to Jesus after He finished His work on earth. Whether your husband is gone all day, or week, or has been away the whole year on duty – he deserves a proper homecoming. Unlike women, God gave men the title “head of their house” and so husbands and fathers deserve to be treated with honor and to a happy home-coming. 
Mothers should train their children to serve in the home. If done with love and reward it will fulfill a child and bring joy to the mother and honor to the father. But, in most homes children are masters instead of servants. Training your children to serve you can bring out the best in them.  Children, like any servant, will perform joyfully when you show them respect and acknowledge their worth and when you show them that you trust them. Your children will grow up and thank you for how serving you helped them to see the honor and benefit in serving God and helping people. 
There was a time when my husband lost his business. I wanted to help bring in some finances. Our children each found a way to make money too so they could help their dad not feel so much pressure. The Lord made us all successful in our own little way. The children learned through this hard time about the pressure their dad had in financially taking care of a family. When they had to supply their own clothes and spending money they soon learned how to make better choices because now it was ‘their’ money they were spending. The girls weren’t ashamed anymore to go thrift-store shopping with me. 
I started my own housecleaning business because it was something I could do well and without having to learn anything new. I became one of those “hired” women who spent the day cleaning other women’s empty homes. When I came home from work I had no strength left to keep up my own home and ministries. I became short tempered. I expected more out of my husband and kids. Then sickness hit me. It was too much for me because simply: I went outside my pleasant boundary. 
“Lord, you have assigned me my portion and my cup; you have made my lot secure. The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance.” Psalm 16:5-6
My husband saw me weakening and instructed me to quit my housecleaning business. I knew we still needed the extra income but we both trusted the Lord and our God did not disappoint us. My strong presence at home was far more important to my family. God honored my husband for that decision so that he prospered again. 
As I look back at the different things that came against us, our family, I can see how it made us a close family by all the pressures that life (or governments) can put on families. This was a time that really strengthened our family of six because as we prayed together we each saw the Lord open doors for us. Together we were victorious over the plans of the devil to ruin us as one of God’s pillars in society. 
 
TRADING THAT BRINGS A PROFIT

“She sees that her trading is profitable…..” 
Worldly women make trade-offs that do not profit them or their family. Power, prestige and possessions can deceive a women’s need of fulfillment. True fulfillment comes from doing the will of God as the children of God; here is where we have the right persuasion, a good reputation and all that we will ever need, and then some. This is what our world falls short of, lacking all over. 
It is a privilege, not a burden, to be about our Father’s work on earth. Most wives and mothers consider home-making and raising children (even one child) a burden. I’ve heard Christian mothers say, in a round-about way, that they would rather work outside their home than stay home with their children every day. These moms don’t care what is being taught to their little ones in school; they are just happy to have all that time to themselves. What makes them think this way? What have they come to believe? Who has perverted their perspective of family and marriage?
“But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.” (2 Corinthians 11:3 KJV) “For if someone comes to you and preaches a Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough.” (2 Corinthians 11:4-5 NIV) I like King James’ version of 2 Corinthians 11:3 because of the word “simplicity.”  Our work from the Father is “simple” and “easy” to do, no matter what it is. Our work becomes burdensome when we have the wrong perspective about it or when the work before us is not what our Father has given us to do in this life. The reason it feels hard and burdensome is because our Father is not pleased with our perspective on our work or He is not pleased with the work we have chosen to do. 
If you didn’t want to be a mother then you shouldn’t have married that man. If you didn’t want to be a man’s helpmate then you shouldn’t have dated anyone. It’s as “simple” as that!  The problem we have is that we have been conditioned for worldliness instead of for righteousness, and here is where all our trouble comes from.  
Jesus said that His yoke (His will) is easy and His burden (His work) is light. (Matthew 11:30)  If we feel otherwise about our God-given responsibilities, no matter what they are, then we have missed our true purpose in life as human beings; we have forfeited the abundant life for a washed out life that has no praise and honor at the end. 
If you have children, those children are not someone else’s job. If someone else is being paid to teach your children or take care of your children all day – you have made a bad trade, one that will not profit you or your family. The trade/career/profession/job you have chosen will not profit you where you really need to see that profit show up; where it counts for eternity. We have our sight set too low if we think this life is all there is to consider. Our goals and work are not noble and praiseworthy if for this earthly life only we are striving and sacrificing.
Whoever children are with all day is who they will be greatly influenced by. Whatever words children are hearing are the words they will repeat and live by. Wherever and with whoever they get the attention they need is where they will want to be. Your children need to be in the right environment each day or they will think and walk in all the wrong ways. All the good that you’ve planted in your child can be easily undone by who your children are with most the time. Children need to be sheltered and shielded by their parents until they are old enough to stand on their own with confidence in the truth and able to fight their own battles with the Lord’s help.
Wise parents take things or privileges away from their children when it will harm their body or hinder their godly maturity. But, whatever you take from them exchange it with something of greater lasting value, no matter how small it is. Otherwise, you become someone they feel they need to protect themselves from instead of you being someone that they believe is on their side. Don’t just tell your teenager he/she can’t have that particular friend anymore; be the replacement of what your teenager needed in that friendship. Show them what a real friend is. Spend time with your teenager having fun and doing things they like to do. Besides, it helps keep you young! As parents we need to spend more time thinking about the real needs of our children.
I took my daughter and son out of the public school system because I didn’t believe my children were profiting there. When I consider all the time my child spent at school each day and what they got out of it I had to agree with the Holy Spirit and conclude that they would be better off at home with me teaching them. I only finished high school but I knew far more than the school knows about what my children need to learn and what they should not be learning about. God connected us with a Christian charter school teacher to lead us along in home-school/independent studies. Our children developed quickly in the areas of their own interests while continuing to grow in godly character at home with me. It is important to keep your children close to you [and those you approve of] until they are mature enough in their own faith in God to be out in the world on their own.  
In most schools Christian teachers are not valued and are why so many parents are looking for alternative ways to educate their children. In a school where God is not honored and His Word is not allowed to be taught or even quoted is not where your child, or any child, should be. God is very clear about offering our children to the gods. This is what we do when we put them into the hands of public schools, day care or preschool centers. (Leviticus 18:21) Whatever godliness you have instilled in your child at home will be undone during the time spent with the ungodly. Your children will accomplish far more and in less time at home where they receive one-on-one attention and the teaching they need. God will bless this if you don’t give up.
By the time you are eighteen and out of high school you should know what you were meant to do in life, but most high school graduates barely know how to read, add and subtract. Most college students never figure out their purpose in exchange for all their time in a university and the cost of it all. When we have no concern for what God has said about us and for that which He has placed in each of us so that we can accomplish all we were meant to do with our lives – we have wasted our time here on the earth. 
“My people are ruined because they don't know what's right or true; they are destroyed from lack of knowledge.” Hosea 4:6
It gives the Father joy to watch His children do their work; the work HE gives them. Our Father’s joy over what we do can be deeply felt in us if we want our Father to be pleased with us. His joy – is our strength. If we dread each day’s work; if we can’t wait for our next vacation or for our two days off each week – this is proof that we are not doing the work of our Father, but man’s burdensome work. 
When a wife/mother works outside the home she is trading her full attention and strength at home for a paycheck or a false image of herself. (Of course, there are situations forced on mothers wherein they must work to feed their family, but still this is not God’s will.) Home is where a wife/mother is most needed. When you willingly give yourself to a trade/vocation/career you have traded away your personal investment into your family. Paychecks do not raise godly children. Possessions do not make a home. Vacations do not establish the family’s unity. Family is not the people you work with. I am fed up hearing what the world calls a “family” and how the world defines “success.” We need to return to the truth; return to our Father’s House and to His lovely fruitful work on earth. We “need” to because this is the way it will soon be on the earth when our Lord returns. It will be a “cruel” day for the wicked, but for the children of God it will be a day of rejoicing. 
“No longer will the fool be called noble nor the scoundrel be highly respected. For the fool speaks folly, his mind is busy with evil: He practices ungodliness and spreads error concerning the Lord; the hungry he leaves empty and from the thirsty he withholds water. The scoundrel's methods are wicked, he makes up evil schemes to destroy the poor with lies, even when the plea of the needy is just. But the noble man (woman) makes noble plans, and by noble deeds he (she) stands. You women who are so complacent, rise up and listen to me; you daughters who feel secure, hear what I have to say!” Isaiah 32:5-9
Fast-foods, high-end restaurants, housecleaning businesses, childcare businesses and divorce courts are thriving, but so are sickness, drugs, sexual immorality and juvenile crime – just to mention a few. 
When it is necessary to hire someone – be wise; employ someone you can trust and who has the same values you have. The Proverbs 31 woman has servant girls, but whether or not they are “paid” for serving her – I do not know. My sons and daughters serve me simply because I have done right by them; my work as my husband’s helpmate and their stay-home mother (household manager) has meant so much to them and it is how they want their home and family to be. 
Just because the one you hire to do your ‘home’ work is a Christian doesn’t mean that you have necessarily made the right choice. God has a permissive will and a perfect will. If you seek and strive to do what is right (perfect) in God’s sight – God will honor that desire and help you with all the circumstances and requirements. But, if you want God to let you do what seems right to you, He will. He will also let you learn from your bad trade-offs what is the best way to live. The wise listen to the wise and apply wisdom. The fool learns from his own sorry mistakes. 
By the time your child is twelve you are past the better years of teaching your child what he/she should value in life, how they should treat and regard people, how to make wise choices and trades, how to work and why it’s good and meaningful to work. By the end of their teenage years you’re just about done shaping their character, except through prayer of course for the Lord to do what He does best. 

TRADING FOOLISHNESS FOR WISDOM

Jacob's son Joseph, who became Prince of Egypt, traded his resentment and grief of having been sold into slavery by his own brothers - for the love and wisdom of God; for his hope and faith in how it would benefit him some day and hopefully reunite him with his family.
“God was with him and rescued him from all his troubles. He gave Joseph wisdom and enabled him to gain the goodwill of Pharaoh king of Egypt; so he made him ruler over Egypt and all his palace.” Acts 7:9-10
Joseph’s hope; his patience and perseverance paid off. God lifted Joseph up and made him the way of provision for Joseph’s loved ones when the tribulation of famine hit the land where his father Jacob lived with all the family. Joseph made wise choices all along the way of a journey that he did not understand until the time of its fruitfulness. Joseph could’ve chosen the way of foolishness instead of wisdom, but he never let go of his faith in the God that he knew loved him, no matter what happened to him. As the account goes, after Joseph suffered persecution from his own brothers, lived in slavery and in lack – God lifted Joseph into the place where he could generously provide for his family later when they could no longer provide for themselves, as they had always been able to. 
Now, history always repeats itself.  God has given the same sort of task to a chosen group today that have given the “brotherly love” a much bigger meaning than the church has known. This group has a calling and purpose from the Lord that their brothers don’t understand. What we don’t understand – we reject. What we feel threatened by – we separate from. What we fear – we hate. But, godly wisdom changes all that. If we have asked God for wisdom in our day as to what we should be doing – He will give it to those who will faithfully apply that wisdom. 
Christians can become satisfied with the way things are, even if things are not very good. Christians can be in danger when they stick to their traditions of religion and think they will not suffer great tribulation. The Proverbs 31 Woman does fear what is coming; she is prepared and she has stored up – for later, just like the wise little ants. Fools think they do not need to prepare for what is ahead. The wise hear the voice of the Lord and they get things ready, as a people prepared for the Lord.
King Josiah brought God’s laws and commandments back into the life of God’s fallen disobedient people. After this your king learned what God required of them as His people and required of him as their king, he renewed the “covenant” with the Lord and then said (in a nutshell) to the people, “Now serve the Lord your God. Prepare yourselves by families. Stand in the holy place. Consecrate yourselves and prepare [the lambs] for your fellow countrymen, doing what the Lord commanded.”  So, at that time the entire will of the Lord was carried out in that generation and for seven days, with their sacred offerings, they celebrated the Passover of the Lord. After those seven days, the Lord’s temple was set in order by the King, and then the King marched out to meet his enemies in battle. (2 Chronicles 34:31, 35:3- 6, 16-21) Do you hear it? Does it sound familiar? Do you understand it? 
The Bride (New Jerusalem) prepares and gets things ready for her guests. Like the ant, she has little strength but uses it to do what the Lord has put in her hands to do as she longs for the Day she is united to Him. Because He loves her – He has placed before her an open door that no one can shut; an open door for getting everything done that is on her heart to do – because she loves Him with all her heart, mind and strength. She is faithful to Him. She has never denied His Name, because she will take His Name. She has never forgotten a word He said, but lives for the promise that comes from His mouth. He has given her a deposit guaranteeing what is to come, and that she is preparing for. (Revelation 3:7-13: The Lord’s message about the Philadelphia Church – of wisdom and brotherly love.) 
The Church who overcomes the lies of the enemy, who is faithful to finish and completes the last work of the Father, is the Church of the Rapture. They are not among those who stopped short of finishing; those who ignored the call to store up for those in the Great Tribulation who will refuse the mark of the beast because they will not deny Jesus and His Word. These will need provision for that short time of God’s wrath on the earth, which comes to test those who live on the earth in that day. Even though some will die a martyr’s death, they will all need food and water until the return of the Lord, as they will not be able to buy anything or sell anything without being found out and killed for their faith in Jesus Christ; for worshipping Him instead of the beast/anti-Christ.   
Revelation 13:15-18 “He was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that it could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed. He also forced everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, so that no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of his name. This calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of the beast, for it is man's number. His number is 666.”  
Revelations 19:11-16 “I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and makes war.  His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. ‘He will rule them with an iron scepter.’ He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.”
Revelation 21:2-5 “I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.’ He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making everything new!’ Then he said, ‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’” 
Isaiah 35:8 “And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness. The unclean will not journey on it; it will be for those who walk in that Way; wicked fools will not go about on it.”  
I would hate for God to say this of me (or one of my children); that I remained a fool. A fool does not listen to a warning or prepare for what is coming. He hears but he does not heed; it goes in one ear and out the other. Fools are wise in their own eyes and despise wisdom from the wise because wisdom requires personal disciplines and timely obedience; requires major adjustments on their lifestyle. What does God say to the fool who remains a fool? 
“I will laugh when disaster comes to you and mock you [like you mocked Me] when calamity overtakes you. When distress and trouble overwhelm you, I will ignore you because you ignored Me. If you would have responded to Me; to My rebuke, My advice and My guidance – I would have made My thoughts known to you and poured out My heart to you. If you would turn from your foolishness and become wise, turning your ear to My wisdom and applying your heart to truth and understanding, storing up My commands in you – then I would not forget you; I would be faithful to you.”
Not very many of us have had wise godly parents to raise us and even if we have been raised by such – a child doesn’t take to wisdom so quickly. We all go through many and various kinds of trials. We will make many mistakes before we begin to pay attention to the truth and wisdom of God. Our Father has given us plenty of time for His children of little strength, to “get it” and “get ready.”  
I’m a slow learner because I still struggle with wanting my way and for things to happen when I want them to. The hardest thing for me to do is ‘wait’ on the Lord to do what He said He would do. When we wait on the Lord we have impurities surface, revealed. When we wait on the Lord we learn to live depending on Him alone. When we wait on the Lord our strength is renewed. When we wait on the Lord we receive the best from Him and there is no trouble added. When we wait on the Lord He makes us ready for what is coming that we can’t see yet. 
The Lord’s timing is perfect and His answer or gifts rewards my patience. Waiting and listening for the Lord’s voice (the Holy Spirit) to encourage, guide and equip me has been a long slow journey; it is a journey that I have journaled for my own children and grandchildren who will need to hear how dad and mom, (grandpa and grandma) finished what God had given them to do, in spite of all that came against them. Those who come in behind us need to hear (read) about the changed attitudes, perspectives and beliefs we had; all the mistakes we made and all the idols of their day that they did away with to do the will of God without turning back. Although they stumbled off and on the Lord was faithful to the faithful. 
“Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be refined, purified and made spotless until the time of the end, for it will still come at the appointed time.” Daniel 11:35

HER NIGHT LIGHT

“....and her lamp does not go out at night.” Proverbs 31:18
I want to bring out first how I see the spiritual application of verse 18 (last half) before the physical application. The spiritual and the physical (practical) application are both necessary As I’ve said before, the Proverbs 31 Woman is our model from God to become the proper helpmates for our husbands and godly mothers for our children, as well as seeing the Church’s responsibility as the Lord’s Helpmate and manager of His Household.  
I believe that Jesus clearly gave us the “spiritual” application of “her lamp does not go out at night” in His parable of the “Ten Virgins.” (Matthew 25) He uses the phrase “ten virgins” for a reason. Jesus is not referring to polygamy here. He’s referring to the character and hope of these ten. They were devoted to the bridegroom and had no other god/gods in their lives that they served. The number 10 means the end of waiting; end of tribulation or suffering. These ten virgins were on their way to meet up with their bridegroom. “The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.” (verse 5) 
They all “fell asleep” infers that they “woke up to reality;” to a longer darker journey. Jesus brings out that although they all had their lamps, five of these “virgins” were wise because they prepared to journey through more of the night. They brought more oil for their lamps and the others didn’t. When the midnight cry came for them to wake up and head out to meet up with the bridegroom the wise virgins were able to get going, to keep going. The foolish virgins turned back to find oil but the bridegroom arrived and took the wise virgins in with him and then shut the door to the others who came knocking in desperation. The oil made the difference here between wise and foolish; prepared and unprepared. 
The Lord seems to bring out that even though they all hope to see Him and have been moving in that direction, yet they all don’t belong to Him; not all will be with Him.  The oil is the “key” here, and I believe Jesus is referring to the wisdom of strength of His Holy Spirit. Throughout Scripture the Word of God is referred to a “lamp.” We need the lamp and the oil together. We can read what Jesus and the prophets said about the end times, but unless we have the Holy Spirit we won’t know when it’s time to prepare for what is coming soon. God does not want His people left in the dark without His Light. He has always told the prophets what He was ready to do so they could warn His people who were not ready for it; spiritually and physically.
Some believers would say that we’re not suppose to know when anything is going to happen and that God will not let His people suffer great tribulation, but Jesus is bringing out here the flaw in that thinking. I don’t believe the Church will have to journey through the whole night, but it will go through part of the night, and Jesus wants us to be prepared with our oil; the oil of His Spirit. The Holy Spirit will lead us as to what to do so that we have enough to get through what is coming before it’s time to see Him, as He promised.       
I asked the Lord what He meant by the wise ones telling the foolish ones to “go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.”  He led me to Zechariah 4:12 about the “two gold pipes that pour out golden oil (also called the “2 olive trees/olive branches”).” Then He led me to Revelation 11:3-4 about His two witnesses.  “And I will give power to my two witnesses and they will prophesy for 1,260 days (3 ½ years), clothed in sackcloth. These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth.”  They pour out God’s pure oil, but it will cost buyer greatly. For some, it will cost everything they have in this world; for others it will cost them their life.   
The Bride of Christ is taken right before the 7th trumpet sounds (at the 7th trumpet). They will endure most, if not all of the 6th Trumpet judgments. (1 Corinthians 15:51-58, 1 Thessalonians 4:15-18, Isaiah 57:1, and Revelation 10:7). For generations, Christians have argued when they believe the “rapture” will take place. There are “pre-tribbers,” “mid-tribbers,” and “post-tribbers.” But, Jesus is trying to tell us that we will go through hardship/loss/persecution and to be wise and ready, not bewildered and unprepared through the night. (Proverbs 6:6-8, 30:25, Joshua 1:11, Genesis 41:46-49, Revelation 2:10 and 3:7-13)  
Most Christians are not prepared for a longer journey into darkness; they do not believe they will go through any judgments, so what is there to prepare for? It’s like runner who has prepared for the race of his life and then stops ten yards short of the finish line. The other runners pass him by. (The five wise virgins were prepared.) He stands there dumb-founded. (The foolish virgins are bewildered.) Their vision was off, but whose fault is that? We’ve had in our lifetime both the Word of God and the Spirit of God; the lamp and the oil – without limitation. 
The lamp of the Proverbs 31 Woman does not go out at night. She has plenty of oil. She can see to do what is ‘hers’ to do at night; how to walk and lead others. She keeps the light on at night, ready to meet any need in the night whether her sick or scared child or a tired lonely traveler knocking at her door. 
Now on a more personal level: There was a day when I wouldn’t give up sleep for anything or anybody. As a young person I would party till wee hours in the morning and sleep in till noon on weekends. This was after I moved out of my mother’s home of course. Even when I lived at home I would sleep in as long as Mom would allow me to. In my opinion, there was nothing worth getting up early for in the morning; nothing worth rolling out of bed for in the middle of the night; nothing I knew about then. 
The only thing about school worth getting up for was when my girlfriends and I planned to cut school and do something fun. Later, getting up for my job each day was just something I had to do if I wanted a paycheck. None of the jobs I had fulfilled me; they supplied an income so I could live on my own but I never looked forward to getting up for that kind of work. 
When I became a Christian and then married my husband I quit work because now I had a good reason for getting up early in the morning. I helped my husband off to work. I gave him a hot breakfast, a lunch to take and a kiss goodbye. (I still do after 37 years of marriage.) Then I got in God’s Word with the Holy Spirit. Of course we didn’t have children then, who would get up as early as we did. After the kids came I started getting up before my husband. I still do to be alone with the Lord. 
Our bodies certainly need sleep and rest, but we also need to get alone with God early in the morning and before we get on with the day’s responsibilities. We need to hear from the Lord before we feel the pressure of our day, or the irritation with what is happening in our nation and in our world. We need to bring to the forefront of our mind of how great and powerful God is and that He is in control. 
God’s early morning fellowship is our best source of strength and purpose for all the day’s productivity. I’ve learned this full well because I’ve seen the difference when I do not acknowledge Him first thing and give attention to what He has to say for that day, and what He promises about the future. Godly influence is what we need each morning before we are bombarded by all the other voices. We need to get it set in our hearts that no matter what – God is for us and His wonderful plan for our life and eternity won’t be altered or kept from us – as long we keep hold of Him.
When we rush off into the cares of our day without first getting quiet with God we get very little done for all the effort we put into it. But, when we are disciplined about meeting with the Lord first thing in the morning we find that we can get a whole lot done with very little effort because we have allowed God to take part in our day. 
My children used to joke about how early I go to bed. Maybe they thought that mom was just getting old and needed more sleep, but now that they are older and wiser (getting up to be with the Lord themselves) they understand why I get up so early. I ask you: What good is sleep when the heart’s awake? Does your heart yearn for the Lord’s words and touch? If you find it hard to wake up in the morning then go to bed earlier, get off the computer, turn off the television or whatever is keeping you up. Lie down and talk to the Lord and thank Him for all His benefits that day. Give Him all your day’s concerns and troubles. Meditate on Him and His Word day and night.
Do you wake up in the night unable to sleep? Then get up and get with the Lord! For most of His children, this is the only time He can be heard. Don’t worry about making it through the day on hardly any sleep. Get with God! He knows what you need most! He’ll carry you through the day so that you get everything done that needed to get done, and what didn't need to be done - won't make a difference. 
“He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” Isaiah 40:29-31
The wise woman never considers her age as a hindrance. It is in old age that we should achieve our greater accomplishments; things that have to do with holiness and the Lord’s Kingdom. Older people seem to require less sleep. Maybe that’s because they are not as active as they were, or maybe they are not as fearful as they used to be about so many things. The older we get the closer to God we get.  
The woman who depends on the Lord each morning for His words and touch will never run out of ways to keep busy doing good things, not matter how old she is, things that will follow her into eternity. She will remain fruitful till the day she dies. 
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path….Your statutes are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart.  My heart is set on keeping your decrees to the very end.” Psalms 119:105, 111-112
I keep my night-lights on day and night. You never know when a scared little child will hurry to find you, or when you need to hurry to another room to help one of your children, or to check on them to make sure they are covered in the cold night, or to check out some noise. Sometimes I just get up and go outside on the deck to look up and tell the Lord “thanks” for all He’s done for us. It’s so quiet in the wee early hours.
Here is one of my poems called: 
What Good is Sleep When the Heart’s Awake?
You nudge me to wake before the dawn.
The Spirit so willing that my body is drawn
out of my bed and into our place 
where I’m greeted again with Your open embrace.
I nestle right in to make myself still
before Your Word so I can know Your will.
My Lord speaks and says, “Come away with Me
until the day breaks and the shadows flee!”
What good is sleep when your heart’s awake?
There’s a new day ahead to anticipate.
He’s little to say and it’s not all new.
God wants you to know what He’s prepared for you.
Teach me now Lord for this is our day!
I so want to live it wholly Your way.
I’ve no more rest by sleeping through.
I’d rather get up and be with YOU!


A STITCH IN TIME – SAVES NINE

“In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the spindle with her fingers.” Proverbs 31:19
Today’s woman holds the iphone with her hand and with her fingers she surfs the web. Wives and mothers let the important things of home and family slip right through their fingers because they spend so much time on their ipods, ipads, iphones and computers. We need to return to the things that are truly productive and beneficial to our family and homes, and consequently to our society. 
Keeping up with our weekly television episodes, gossip on Facebook, daily emails – are taking up precious time and mental strength that our family and home needs. It’s like having your house filled with guests all day, all week, when you’re constantly on Facebook and checking your emails constantly. If my home is filled with guests all the time when do I have the time to care for my children like they need to be cared for and taught what they need to be taught; when do I have the time to clean like I should or prepare home-made healthy meals for my family. When do I have time to prepare for what’s coming or who’s coming. Sacrifices will be made, but where? That will determine where your heart truly is.  
We are in the age of information because of the technology we have today. There’s nothing wrong with getting the information we need or want, but too much information is harmful and confusing because then we think we must do something or say something because of what we’ve come to know. This is not the knowledge we need. There is knowledge and then there’s information. According to God “true knowledge” comes from Him and we are wise to go after it, but man goes to man for “information.”  Knowledge is greater than information, and the fear of God is the beginning of knowledge and wisdom. When man rejects the Lord, man rejects knowledge, truth and wisdom; ultimately he dies as ignorant and unaccomplished as he was when he first came into this world.   
Information is what drove Eve to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Adam and Eve already the knowledge of God and what He required of them that would keep them busy and fulfilled until it was time for them to know more from God. But, Eve wanted to know more than what was good for her and the only way to get more information was to take the devil’s suggestion and eat from the forbidden tree. She used her hands to go against His will and then used her fingers to offer rebellion to her husband, and he took – because she was more irresistible than the fruit.  
Gals, we simply don’t need to know everything; everything about everybody. We only need to know what is good to know, that God would have us to know and be content with. Then He can continually bless all that we do, approve our requests and establish our declarations. 
A wife needs to know her husband, not know why her friend bought the red dress instead of the green dress. A mother needs to know her children, not know why someone said something hateful about her, or what someone else said about her friend. A woman needs to know her God, not know how many people like her posts.  We put off ‘bonding’ with the very ones we most need to bond with. We work hard at connecting, but what are we really getting ourselves in for when we’re “connected?”  
Lift your hands to God and listen for His voice and look for His daily posts. Put your hands and fingers on all that promotes and produces godliness. 
In early times, the men believed that they could mount to public leadership and rise in godly prominence if they had a wife who was wise, talented and productive. A woman’s performance of her God-given tasks determined the failure or success of the family. Imagine that!  Wives and mothers today would not even want to think that this is true of them. They can’t even think that way because of all the contrary conditioning they’ve grown up with. 
Young men (and women) used to count on the wisdom and discernment of their fathers and mothers; they depended on their parents to help them choose a good wife or husband for all the right reasons. Many corrupted this way, but the original idea of God-fearing parents sizing up a mate for their son or daughter to marry – is still right. As parents, if we have taken the time to know our children and know our God then it is to our sons and daughters’ best interest to ask for our wise counsel and apply our godly intelligence. Fools reject wisdom and suffer for it; society suffers for it too because our choices affect more than just ourselves. 
Our hands are for doing good things that benefit family and society. With His hands God created and called it all “good.” With His fingers He seeds His peace and prosperity in us, but we must take care that it comes to fruition. 
It is my personal belief that part of what God meant by the “former things” (Isaiah 42:9, 65:17) are the ever-increasing hand-made idols we have that make our lives more and more empty, unhappy and disgusting to the Lord. The unrighteous “former things” of the past will not be remembered when replaced with the righteous “new” things with the coming of the Lord and His Kingdom on the earth. As it is in Heaven it will be on the earth! All that man’s hands have been able to produce and accomplish will end in destruction; it will all be forever forgotten.  
The Proverbs 31 Woman home-spins her children for God’s glorious Kingdom. Just like thread is precisely directed through the eye of a needle she strictly guides the thinking, habits and lifestyle of her children, and not so that they have no individuality, but so that they can have all God’s blessing in their lives. We better show our children how to get through life’s problems and persecutions like we did – walking with the Lord.  
Our children will understand that the Lord is to be first in their lives by what they hear and see from us. I’m reminded of two of my darling grandchildren. Before my grand-daughter was old enough to read or write she would get her pen and Bible out and do what she saw her mommy (my daughter) doing with her Bible each morning. This little child has grown to see and believe things about God that most Church-going people don’t see or believe. 
When our grandson was 4 years old I found him in his mom and dad’s bedroom, on their bed, with the door shut. His little hands were holding his Bible, which he couldn’t read yet.  When asked what he was doing he said, “I like quiet when I’m thinking about God.” Often they’d find him “in the quiet” listening and talking to Jesus. All children are hungry for the knowledge of God; for His voice and favor. The faith of little children is real and strong because the world hasn’t been able to corrupt them yet and lead them away with their lies and temptations. It is our responsibility to hand-feed them each day until they can feed themselves. We all are born with a sin-nature, but we don’t have feed it. We should starve it. It’s easy to starve the sin-nature when you take in the knowledge of God. The sin-nature gags on it because it can’t digest it. Aren’t you thankful that our spirit is greater than our sin-nature? The more we feed our spirit the more we become the true sons and daughters of God.    
As mothers we weave biblical teaching and praise for God in, so that it comes out of our children. We reinforce truth and wisdom each day so that they will not pull away from the truth and love of God. But, even if they do start to unravel we have a promise from God that they will return to the Lord one day no matter how old they are. (Proverbs 22:6) 
There are men who take hold of their wives to hurt them. They see a woman’s worth as to how she serves their evil desires and agendas. There are countries where a woman’s worth is based on how successful she is in competing with men in what men have always done. When women act like men and look like men – this is evil and destructive to mankind. In some cultures women who stay busy at home doing woman’s work are regarded as weak and stupid; not worthy of being noticed or commended for their strong sense of duty to their marriages, families and households. When I look out and see how far our world has pulled away from the truth and standard of our Maker I say that the world is in for a very BIG surprise when all they’ve accomplished and produced with their hands – will come tumbling down.
Most women don’t know how to sew or even mend clothing (let alone cook, keep house or discipline their own children). It’s too easy to replace something ripped or out of style. I believe God is speaking to more and more of His daughters these days about the need to know how to use their hands productively and give thought to their ways. 
How many of us have thrown out a set of socks because a hole is in one sock? We don’t know how to mend a hole or tear. We don’t want to spend the time to learn how so we toss the thing. How about marriages and families; do we do the same when they start to unravel? What about a government that starts to pull away from righteousness, from its moral constitution and covenant with God? What should Christians do to mend and strengthen? We should know what to do and how to do it as the true sons and daughters of God. This is why God gave us His Name, Spirit and Word. 
When my marriage is falling apart, what should I do? When my faith is unraveling, who do I trust? When my children are being pulled away from the truth, where do I turn?  When everything is coming apart at the seams, will God hear us; will He stretch out His arm and with His hand turn things around for us, for our families, for our nation? Do I dare test Him at His Word? Will He prove faithful in my day? Do I dare trust in His love for me when He instructs me to pull away from all I’ve been depending on that isn’t Him? 
Where else can you go? What else can you do? He has made it so there is nothing or no one else we can depend on. Our leaders are ripped out of shape – rejecting the Lord and the Law. All the nations have become dark holes of ruin and uselessness as they band together against the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.    
Discern the time! Repair your flaws. Mend your ways. Weave together righteousness and faithfulness. A stitch in time – saves nine! 

DISCERNING THE TIME

The Proverbs 31 woman listens to the Holy Spirit because He tells her the things that are to come; why, when and how she should prepare for what is coming. God gives her His powerful light for the dark evil cold days ahead; all His power sources that keeps the godly going and set apart for His purposes.  
Those who follow the voice of God’s Spirit are not caught by surprise, unprepared and feeling hopeless. God does nothing before telling those closest to Him; those who have proved they are His friends. The Lord shares His mind and heart with those He knows He can trust. They will do what the Lord wants them to do with the information and instruction He gives them. They do not question Him about His ways, timing and judgments. The righteous know how to wait on the Lord to do what He said He’d do. They know there is homework and training in waiting on the Lord so they will know to move quickly, and with caution, when the ‘open’ door of opportunity presents itself. 
“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven: a time to be born and a time to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, a time to kill and a time to heal, a time to tear down and a time to build, a time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance, a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, a time to embrace and a time to refrain, a time to search and a time to give up, a time to keep and a time to throw away, a time to tear and a time to mend, a time to be silent and a time to speak, a time to love and a time to hate, a time for war and a time for peace.” Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
Why would God tell us to go to such extremes and severities; that there is the time to tear down, to hate, to go to war and even to kill? When would God approve of this; even command it and favorably go with His people to get it done? These are pretty drastic steps to take!  But, we are not to be fearfully passive when the time calls for severe and extreme measures. As we embark upon the year 2013 it has become apparent that we will be doing things we never thought the Lord would expect His disciples to do, but we must remember that Jesus is not only the Lamb, but He is also the LION! 
Most Christians do not like to read the Old Testament because of the way God is seen as extreme and severe in His ways when it comes to wickedness, but they don’t understand that this is another aspect of His love. God hates the fear that men have of other men, that makes men cowardly shrink from their God-given responsibilities. But, God honors the fear that men have of Him, that comes from a good understanding of who God is and what He says He will do, and that He requires cooperation from His people. God honors the families who understand what the Lord requires of them and then do it. 
God requires His people to preserve godliness in the world by living according to His wisdom and ways without any compromise whatsoever. Would you say that God’s people have upheld godliness in the world without any compromise or fear of what man can do? 
Those who are not very close to the Lord don’t understand the time they are living in and what that time change means for the Lord’s people. Instead, they hang on to the proud empty words of their leaders (both church and government) who give them a false hope for the near future. Jesus told us what to be prepared for; things that must happen before He can return; even things that will not line up with our traditional way of thinking. 
Church congregations are rapidly growing in numbers but so is wickedness rapidly increasing on the earth. People are afraid of what they see happening in our world today, but they shouldn’t think that any world government, church or radical group or movement will save them. Only Jesus can save and keep you in His perfect peace!   
The Lord leads, protects and provides for His sheep. As long as the sheep don’t stray from the Shepherd they won’t have anything to be afraid of or to worry about. It’s only when the sheep wander off from the Shepherd that they should fear because of what their enemy will do to them when they are captured.
There will be a generation of the godly who are told to prepare both spiritually and physically for the worse time on the earth that Jesus and the prophets all foretold. What if you are that generation? It is important that you are familiar with God’s time-table of events. In your walk, if you are ignorantly lagging behind the Lord with your gullible friends, or, if you have proudly run ahead of Him thinking you know all you need to know – then you won’t be close enough to the Lord to know the time.       
How do we know when it is the right time for anything? How do we know if it is profitable to let go of something or when it is wise to hold on to something? How do we know when we should be searching or giving up? What gives you the confidence to know when it is the time to speak up and the time to take action, or to simply shut up and stay put? We can take a chance, but would it not be better to have confidence from God? Without the knowledge and help of God who can do anything good and lasting in their lifetime? 
What is it the time for when your pastor keeps silent about the Lord’s coming judgments; what to expect and prepare for?  What is it the time for when your children are being taught in school that the lifestyle of homosexuality is to be honored? When your spouse decides to divorce you because of your faith in Jesus Christ, what is it the time for?  When you are convinced that the government is no longer working for you but against you, what is it the time for? What is it the time for when you are bullied and terrorized for being a follower of Jesus Christ?  Do not be deceived; fear and failure will come if you try to find “the middle ground” to stand on. That ground won’t protect you and your family; it is sinking sand! You are going to have to make a decision one way or the other which side you are on because whether we like it or not, time is running out!
All throughout the history of man God has made sure that men (and women) know what they need to know about their God and what He has planned for those who love Him, and also for those who don’t. Jesus commands us to “hear what the Spirit is saying” because God’s Spirit knows when it is the time for everything that God has planned. He tells us when it is the time to help people and when we should turn our backs. He tells us when it’s the time to act with righteous anger and when it is the time to overlook and forgive. He’ll tell us when it is the time to make do with little and store up, and when it is the time to be extravagant in our giving and living. 
By all that is happening God is teaching us to depend on Him alone. Nothing in this world that we have depended on is solid ground anymore. But, at just the right time the Lord will take His Holy people out. When the greatest time of darkness falls on the earth they will be saved. “May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.” 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24

OPEN ARMS

The poor and needy are all around us. We don’t have to look far to find a family, region or entire country poverty stricken for whatever reason, or just plain hopeless with all the terror and chaos around the world today. Jesus said that we will always have plenty of opportunities to meet the needs of others. (John 12:8)  
There are neglected and undernourished people everywhere and children without a home or a hope. There are needy women who are abandoned by their husbands. We live in a world where ungodly governments make their own people suffer while they live in luxury. There are regions of people who suffer cruelty beyond their control. It is overwhelming for sure, but God expects His people to do something, even if it’s little. The Lord has instructed every one of us to spread His Gospel and then follow it up with love in action.
As a mother, the poor and needy are right at your feet each morning. Your children are constantly yanking on you and requiring your full attention because of the inner poverty and spiritual need they have (which we all had or maybe still have). A warm home, a closet full of clothes and toys, along three well-balanced meals a day won’t satisfy what your child needs emotionally and spiritually.  
Poor: Lacking proper nourishment; lacking material possessions; lacking the means to support oneself; lacking productivity, lacking fruitfulness; barren, sterile; lacking comfort and satisfaction; lacking good and moral qualities; lacking excellence; worthy of pity. 
The Virtuous Woman sees that her own children’s emotional, spiritual and physical needs are met first before she opens her arms to others. Wisdom is proved right by her children. You can’t serve or be a benefit anywhere else unless you have first and fully benefitted the ones God gave you at home. God gives any barren wife children otherwise; she simply needs to get over her self-pity and open her eyes elsewhere. A childless couple can have as many as they like; it’s just a matter of perspective. Go to God, not to doctors to attain a right perspective as to why the two of you are not producing children out of your own bodies. Don’t go hiring a surrogate woman either. To God this is nothing more than a modern day concubine; a married man should never unite with an immoral woman of any kind. 
Children raised with ‘material things’ replacing ‘mother’s time’ and ‘father’s time’ are children who will more than likely grow up to be smug and cold toward the poor and needy. Smug: Narrow contentment about one’s own accomplishments, beliefs, morality; self-satisfied; complacent. 
Jesus stated that in the last days the hearts of people (even His own people) would grow cold because of the “rapid” increase of wickedness. (Matthew 24:12) They will get angry over what has been denied them by their governments, fear that they won’t have enough and begin hoarding for themselves instead of trusting God and reaching out to others. In fear people will stand watching someone being attacked instead of taking the risk of helping. We see many countries where law is corrupt and unjust, oppressing people instead of helping people. Acts of kindness will be rarely seen except by true servants of the Lord that have listened to His instructions. 
“Consider therefore the kindness and sternness of God: sternness to those who fell, but kindness to you, provided that you continue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut off. And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again.” Romans 11:22-24
One way God keeps our heart from growing cold is to put us into needy situations ourselves; maybe even into poverty and homelessness. I know a Christian man like this and that now has a homeless ministry with the Church that took him in. Sometimes God will burden us for a place in the world where the people are in great need; to put us among them for a time to feel what they feel and respond as God’s open arms. God loves people through His people. God ends suffering through those who walk with Jesus.
We will need to suffer ourselves so that we can truly understand, and not just pity people who live a life of suffering; what they go through each and every day. God always has a good purpose when He assigns us a time to suffer. (1 Peter 3:13-17) Jesus told us that unless we suffer for the Gospel’s sake we will not share in His inheritance later. (Romans 8:17, Revelation 2:10)  Why does our Father treat us this way? Why is “suffering” part of how He qualifies us for His Kingdom? Shouldn’t it be how well we did our work on earth, how committed we were to the Church, how cooperative we were serving our leaders, how well we managed and prayed for our families, how faithful we were in tithing and teaching others the truth? 
Suffering works as a high heat that purges the dross from gold. Suffering reveals deep things in us that we didn’t know existed. Our hearts are deceitfully wicked and we don’t know just how deep that wickedness is until the Lord exposes it and sometimes He does this through suffering. And, if we have been humbled in the process, He is quick to comfort those who suffer. God uses suffering to test our commitment to His Kingdom; how far we will go for the Lord. God’s uses suffering to draw people to Himself so He can pour out His love on them. His love poured out on us leads us to repent and turn our life over to Him; to offer ourselves to Him in gratitude.    
When the people of God, who have been blessed by Him, are closed armed, tight fisted and silent about our world’s inhumanities the world becomes filled with more and more inhumane suffering. It has only gotten worse in the world, not better, and that is not the fault of God. Jesus said that He came to destroy the works of the devil. He showed His men how to demolish Satan’s personal and national strongholds and agendas and those men passed it on to the next generation, and so on and so forth. So what happened?
Those who spent time around Jesus, being fed, taught and touched by Him – felt rich, important and full of hope, even with all that was viciously against them. They went much further than we do in order to take care of each other, and because of that brotherly love – great numbers were added daily to the Kingdom of God. Their persecution forced them to spread out and cover more areas of darkness with God’s love, truth and righteousness.  
Human sympathy is not the same as godly (God’s) compassion. Human sympathy lacks godly discernment and the wisdom that comes from God to know when to help and when not to help, and what help should be. Godly compassion glorifies God. Human sympathy glorifies man. We can feel sorry for someone without extending a hand to help and still have God’s peace about it. We can be moved to help the way they want to be helped, but not in the way they really need us to help. When God’s compassion is compelling us to action that person or group of people will have exactly what they need when they need it, and they will give GOD the glory for it. God sees and understands the heart of every individual, we don’t have that power. God sees a person’s whole state and the legitimate need in each one. When we act out of mere human sympathy we can miss out on rewards of faith that come from knowing how to listen to the Holy Spirit and follow through in obedience. But, a reward isn’t the motive we should have; love is. 
The day comes when our parents or grandparents become the poor and needy around us. We hear a lot about nursing homes for the elderly where the elderly are treated poorly; where they are oppressed instead of honored. Turning our parent, parents or grandparents over to hired-help should only be done with God’s permission and His peace in our heart because He will hold us responsible.
“Children's children are a crown to the aged, and parents are the pride of their children.” Proverbs 17:6
I have seen a great push from God as He has been working in families to unite families so that they can start living together and helping each other along. We live with our son and his wife and their four little children. When we came together in 2009 (because of the economy) we all knew we’d each have to make sacrifices. We’re now enjoying the blessing of having done this. The longer we live together the harder it will be to split up because of all the things we have become to each other; how comfortable we have become living this way. Most people might call this a curse or hardship (and we’ve heard it and felt it from those around us) but we call it a great blessing; a blessing that came when we weren’t expecting. God has let us suffer some hardship so this could be done for us. Father knows best!  Oh how I want to trust Him more.
We will all face hardships of various kinds; some we have caused ourselves by not trusting the Lord, or hardships that others generate on their own and that affect us. Our sin and rebellion towards God affects others, not just ourselves. The closer we get to the return of the Lord the more Christians will need to come together and return to the basic principles of love and sacrifice that the first church so beautifully embodied. The book of “Acts” is called just that because of their righteous acts; the bride’s apparel. (Revelation 19:8) 
It’s not about ‘our’ righteous acts, but the Lord’s. Ours are nothing more to the Lord than filthy menstrual rags. God had Isaiah say it this way: “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags.” Isaiah 64:6
The Lord calls us a fool if we are selfish with what we have; if we are storing up for ourselves on earth and not storing up with God’s purpose in mind. (Luke 12:20-21) We are wise to be “rich toward God.” The early church was very rich toward God for they did not hold on to anything as if it was theirs alone. This is what I have been learning over these 3 plus years of us all living together, and I’m hungry for more. 
Everything we have comes from God. The first church gave according to the needs among them without judging one another or expecting anything in return. They laid their gifts at the feet of the apostles, not at the feet of the teachers/pastors, not the prophets. The apostles see the needs ‘worldwide’ as well as locally and this is why they can correctly distribute the wealth according to God’s compassion and not human sympathies. We have an older brother, along with his wife, that many would say are poor, but they are very rich in all the things that truly matter. When he speaks, we listen.  
The first church sold their possessions to help one another. Living together we have learned to do this as we saw the need the other had. God wanted us to experience this, not once, twice, but on and on in a continual way so we don’t ever hold on tightly to what we have. He let us feel the joy in it, His joy and pleasure, which is the strength in giving; the power that keeps our giving from becoming drudgery instead of privilege. We have been learning God’s wisdom of letting go of things we aren’t really using at the moment in order to help another in their time of real need. When God is pleased – God is generous. We have found that when we have a need or even a want – God gives it to us at just the right time. 
Hospitality (open homes) is a rare thing to see today, just as rare to see as a man and wife who never separated or divorced; never were unfaithful to each other – trusting in the Lord – and whose children honor them and stay close to them because they see how they are proud of how close to the Lord their parents are; children that actually seek the counsel of their parents. What a rare sight today.  
Christians look to the “church building” as the place for gathering together, for teaching and service, and so “the family and home” have been weakened in the process. The first church opened their hearts and homes to each other. The family of God grew quickly because of their open arms and open doors. 

EXTENDED HANDS

God freely gives us all we need so that we can freely give to others in need. (Matthew 10:8-9) When we extend a hand to help someone or to help a community of people we will be blessed by God for doing so. There is no good reason why we can’t extend a hand to someone if we know and worship the One who supplies all we ever need. We can never out-give the Lord.
Just as there is God’s eternal laws of nature there are also laws of ‘love’ that God put into effect. God’s love makes the world, with so many kinds of people, to live peacefully with each other, without any deficiency and happy to be of service to each other in any way they can. SHALOM!  But, as we’ve seen throughout the history of man - God’s laws of love have been cast off and His laws of nature are being tampered with so that life on earth is hardly what it was meant to be and should be. But, God will soon have His way on this earth. 
When we extend our hands to help someone we act on God’s behalf. For what do we possess that didn’t come from our Creator God? Jesus is seen on this earth through His people that He calls His body. 
It takes good judgment to know the difference between those who just want hand-outs and those who really want help. When we set out to help someone we can see whether or not they truly want to be helped. Some people just don’t want to change the way they are; they want help without being helped. 
Our efforts to help people should get them to the place of providing for their selves and eventually to be in the place where they can help others. The Lord’s servants are vessels for God’s Spirit to move through so that people can be blessed by God and pass that blessing on to others.   
God can work miracles for us, but we must see that with every miracle God expects us to carry on with what He started. The miracle of Moses parting the Red Sea required the people to step out and go through that miracle – all the way. We like seeing God do miracles for us, but are we willing to work through the miracle till we have come through what God intended that miracle to do for us? 
The Lord has given us so much in order to help where He wants to help people; to work miracles in the way miracles are meant to work. In Jesus’ Day the Pharisees/Sadducees were not doing what God put them in charge to do. Jesus spoke against them, rebuking them because the temple offerings that they took in were not being used honestly and properly. (Luke 11:47-51) Because of their unbelief – no miracles were done to help people.  
One of the main reasons there are so many people physically poor and spiritually lost in our world is that the “tithe,” the gifts and offerings in the churches are being laid at the wrong feet; placed into the wrong hands. Hirelings are different than helpers. Hirelings get paid for helping and directing people. Helpers don’t. They help without a thought of payback. Giving is to the Lord, whatever it is; it is for God’s work of redemption in the world. It’s not for building our little kingdoms with.
In the beginning of the Church it was the “apostles,” that made sure the offerings were used for the work of the Lord. (Acts 4:33-35) What we see happening with most of the monetary giving in the churches is the funding of our denominational kingdoms, not the furthering of God’s Kingdom.
“In the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues.” 1 Corinthians 12:28-29
A day came when the Lord told me that He didn’t want me doing anything for anyone anymore – except for love. Like most people, I did things out of selfishness, guilt, fear and people’s expectations of me. How does one come to do anything out of pure love? I believe it starts with knowing the Father’s pure love for me (which was shown through His Son’s sacrifice on the cross) and then by me personally experiencing acts of God’s mercy and grace in my life. The indwelling Holy Spirit provides God’s love and wisdom that I need to extend a helping hand, even to an enemy.
“We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.” 1 John 4:19-21
If you have the means to help and all you say is that you will pray for them and then send them on their way, God calls that “hateful.” When you know the good you ought to do and you don’t do it, this is sinful. It only proves that you do not love God at all, like you say you do. To the Lord, the sin of ‘neglect’ is as wicked as the act of theft and murder. Passing by an opportunity from God to help someone grieves God. God will get someone else to help that person, but God really wanted to bless YOU with that act of His love.    
What you do for someone else might look like love, but human love is not the same as God’s love. Human love will only go so far until it starts to upset personal lifestyle, slow or weigh down our goals, or when it has need of our favorite possessions. God tests our love for Him by putting people in our life that need help in some way. To be the Lord’s hands and arms ‘self’ must be out of the way. I must think less of myself, as to how to gratify and indulge myself, if the Lord is going to work through me the way He wants to. Letting Christ live through me is a process done with the Lord’s indwelling energetic compassionate Spirit and His timing of the people He puts in my life.  God uses my husband and children in His process, and I’m so glad – because they are very forgiving of me.
I wonder how many of the Lord’s people would be physically and emotionally healed if they became God’s arms and hands. Jesus extended His Hand to help and save people. We should too if we are His people. 

CLOTHED IN SCARLET

With Adam and Eve’s breakdown of God’s first command (Genesis 2:15) came their new need to be covered by God: forgiven. God forgave their sin by covering them. God’s forgiveness was shown to us in both the Old and New Testaments: by the blood, because life is in the blood. Jesus’ own blood fulfilled forever, once for all, what the blood of animals could not. God set aside the first to establish the second. 
“And by that will, we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” Hebrews 10:10
Clothing and armor were not necessary coverings for the body until sin and Satan entered the world. Extreme weather conditions began to take the place of God’s perfect climate for life to forever flourish on the earth. Intense warring between men and nations began and has increased with intensity and shorter intervals. Living conditions on earth will become more and more severe as we near our Lord’s return. But, those who love and obey the Lord have no need to fear. He intends to make every one of His promises good in His time.  
“When it snows, she has no fear for her household; for all of them are clothed in scarlet.” Proverbs 31:21
The woman of God has clothed herself and all her household in “scarlet.” They are covered with Christ’s blood. She pleads the blood of Jesus over all her children, so that by her faith and truthful teaching – they are sanctified. (1 Corinthians 7:14) Our great High Priest in Heaven, Jesus Christ, sprinkles His blood of forgiveness over those we ask Him for; asking Him to work in their hearts and lives – unto salvation. (Leviticus 7:14 and Hebrews 9:19-22, 10:16-22) His life-blood will never dry up. 
Right before the Israelites left Egypt with Moses God told them to apply the blood of a lamb over the doors and windows (all openings) of their homes so that the Lord’s angel of death would not stop there as he came to take all firstborn sons in Egypt. If the blood wasn’t applied then there was nothing to save them from God’s judgment. (Exodus 12:12-13) If we really understood all the blood of Jesus does for us – we would be far more indebted to Him than we are.
No matter what the conditions are outside weather-wise, or over the land government-wise, or throughout the world war-wise, the heart and home of the Proverbs 31 Woman is ready to withstand intense or severe conditions because she and her husband along with their children are covered with the blood of the Lamb.  
Jesus prayed to the Father on behalf of His disciples: “My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.” John 17:15-18
Apostle Paul taught us how that the unbelieving husband will be sanctified (covered) by the prayers and faith of the believing wife, or the unbelieving wife will be sanctified by the prayers and faith of the believing husband. The believer’s children are clean (holy) because the truth is continually spoken over them and prayer is offered up on their behalf. (1 Corinthians 7:14) Being “sanctified” means that our Father will work to draw our children to the Savior; that they are protected for the day of their salvation. We each have to make our own choice when it comes to God’s invitation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Our prayers won’t ‘save’ our children or anyone; that’s between God and every human being. Prayer will protect them from the enemy who works against our salvation and the maturing of our faith. It works to preserve and protect.
Your children need you to cover them with prayer each day, more than once. Don’t wait till something terrible happens to pray over your children; pray over them every morning and night so the plans of the evil one are not carried out. When we go to battle in prayer for the spiritual well-being of our loved ones we definitely go to war with the enemies of the cross, evil workers of inequity. So, we better make sure we have on our spiritual armor or else we ourselves will be overtaken by the enemy. (Ephesians 6:13 -18) 
The woman of faith does not fret the evil day when wicked leaders carry out their wicked plans. She prays to the Lord with full assurance in what He has said in His Word: “Evil men will be cut off, but those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land. A little while, and the wicked will be no more; though you look for them, they will not be found.” (Psalm 37:7-10)
I have seen wicked leaders get sick and die because the righteous were praying that God would remove them from their position of authority and evil influence. I have seen the evil plans of wicked leaders exposed because the righteous asked the Lord to deliver them from evil men. But, not all will be delivered from suffering under the hand of wicked rulers. God prepares some for martyrdom.  
When our four children were growing up my husband and I prayed for them. Most the time we prayed on our own and not together, but when they became adults with adult size problems we began praying together every day for them; for their marriages, children and families. I’ve had to learn to hold my tongue, unless they ask for my opinion, and just pray, pray, pray. When I’m alone with the Lord I can give Him all my concerns and get the peace and assurance that my children are more important to Him than they are to me. God has answered most of our prayers for our children and we have full confidence He will continue to do all we’ve asked.
When our children are young we solve their problems for them, but when they start becoming adults we have to back off so that they will go to God with their problems and see how faithful He is. Our adult children have each come to ask for our counsel and prayers many times, but our heart’s desire is that they each continue to go honestly and faithfully to the Lord and follow through with what He says, and continue to do so. 
The Lord inspires our confidence in prayer by telling us His heavenly Kingdom will come to this earth and His people will reign. (Matthew 6:9-10) When we go through troubling times and grievous situations; things that make people shiver with fear and hopelessness, we know these temporal things can not separate us from the love of Christ and the Father’s plans for those who love Him. Jesus will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. (Hebrews 9:28)
“Since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together….but let us encourage one another — and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” Hebrews 10:19-28

CLOTHED IN LOVE

When God made Adam and Eve feel ‘ashamed’ for disobeying His command – it was for their own good. God took no pleasure in cursing them with limitations. It brought Him heartache to curse the earth's ground that He called “good.” He got no delight in making man’s work harder. (Genesis 3:16-19) To feel ashamed only means that you still have a sensitive conscience to what is good and right. The conscience that feels no more shame is ruined. The conscience is said to be "seared" like when your mind has been fried by the continual use of drugs; you can't think right anymore. When you (your conscience) have repeatedly rejected the conviction that comes from your Father God all that is left for you at the end of your life is shame and disgrace. What a waste of a life and simply because you rejected the love and truth of God. 
The conscience that still feels godly conviction is not ruined; it hasn't crossed the line of no return. God's love for an individual has a limit. When God turns you over to your depraved mind; a conscience that no longer feels shame or guilt for disobeying God (Romans 1:21-32), God no longer wastes His time on you. In His eyes you are "filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity." God loves righteousness, not wickedness, and He's not a respecter of persons. If you are filled with evil, guess what? God hates you. God hates outright wicked rebellion and He doesn't see any of the good things that you think you do. Now this is hard to swallow because we've all been raised to believe that God is love. And He is, but He is holy. God commands us to be holy because He is holy. 
God will keep you clothed in His love, bringing the truth to expose the lies you've come to believe, but the day comes when He stops doing that and just lets you go your own wicked way. 
As we look out into our world we can see the increasing battle against godly conviction; we see all the evil things happening in the world that Jesus said would depict the time of His coming. We see the rapid increase and intensity of evil as it comes to a hideous climax. 
Beloved, “the end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.” 1 Peter 4:7-9
We don't cover up sin; we cover over sin. How? Love has to do with truth. We speak the truth in love. We say what needs to be said and we do what needs to be done, according to the Holy Spirit, not according to our anger, resentment, hurt, fear or pride. Some things don't need mentioning, but some things do. The wise know the difference because they understand the love of God. 
People want to be loved by God without being convicted by God. This is what the Lord told me when I had been accused by my sisters. They accused me of not loving our mother when the Lord told me to separate myself from my mother (and sisters) for my own good. It's a long story as to why the Lord told me to do this for seven years, but I will just say that there is a lot of confusion and disagreement about the love of God. 
Love without truth is merely human affection. Truth without love is self-righteous arrogance. Love and truth go together. 
I remember a few times my husband had to call a family meeting because he and I were grieved over something that had happened with our kids when they were teenagers. As we all came together in love and truth it stirred up humble confessions of tears and apologies. They quickly confessed their conscience needed to be set free from its guilt and shame. A deeper love for one another was the outcome. Family unity and protection was strengthened. 
Our kids have willingly confessed things to us that most parents would never hear from their kids, especially their teenagers. At times we have shared with them about the struggles we have with sin. As a family unit, our five households, we will stand up for each other over the right things, but not the wrong things. Family loyalty is not the same as godly unity in a family. When one of us is in the wrong we pray-pray-pray and wait for God to open the door if truth needs to be spoken. God knows the right time when truth spoken will have its good work in us, because “truth” has the potential and power to set a person free. 
Everyone has extremely cold and hot days to endure and get through; days that are not comfortable to the soul. On one occasion, I rallied our four children (ages then about 5 to 11) together for prayer because Dad had just stormed out of the house hot with anger. My husband had been going through a very long season of extended family disturbances and exposure. He had been unfairly accused by a close nephew he grew up with and highly respected. 
The kids and I sat in a circle on the living room floor and held hands as I prayed for their very tired and disheartened daddy. We tearfully and hopefully asked Jesus to protect him, to help him and bring him home to us – healed and encouraged. 
When he returned later that evening he told us how Jesus had met with him under a tree (about 50 miles away). Four little faces lit up with joy that their prayer had been answered. It was a beautiful home-coming to say the least; lots of joyful tears and hugs. 
There are some very private things you don’t need to share with your children, but to think they don’t ever need to know the hurts and struggles you have is harmful not helpful. We need to keep them clothed with our love; trusting them and honoring them as our confidants. Their senses are keen. They know when something is wrong at home with mom and dad. If you try to protect them from knowing what they want to know you will mislead them. They will feel left out and come to resent you. You want them to grow up to be your friend one day. So, involve them and trust their pure love for you. Let them hear you confess and pray to God; let them pray with you. This is how they learn about the grace of God, that there’s power in prayer and that love never fails. 
The Virtuous Woman makes sure her husband and children are physically and spiritually covered according to the weather, work, worry and warfare of the day. She is very aware of all their goals, responsibilities and enemies. It is her desire that they look their best, feel their best and do their best. 
It doesn’t matter how much money you have; looking your best has nothing to do with what’s in fashion or how great you look in your clothes. Looking your best is about attitude, confidence and perspective. Feeling your best comes from a happy, positive and secure home life, not from an active social or successful career life. Doing your best comes from personal dreams and expectations. 
As a parent we need to make sure we don't clothe our children with false expectations of our children. We can expect things from them that is out of their range of ability and dreams, but is really all about what we achieved at their age, or what we had wanted to achieve and never did. 
The Virtuous Woman is happy and fulfilled knowing her family is prepared and covered for what’s ahead.

MARRIAGE BED KEPT PURE

The woman of virtue shares her bed and her body with her husband and so she covers both respectably; she treats her body and her bed with dignity and in the fear of God.  
“Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.” Hebrews 13:4
Marriage is to be honored and protected “by all,” not some. Just because you don’t believe in God doesn’t mean you won’t be judged by God. Just because you do believe in God doesn’t mean He will overlook what you do in secret. Far too many believers in God are sexually immoral in all kinds of ways, even homosexuality. They believe in Jesus but they don’t obey God’s laws. 
God designed marriage specifically for one man and one woman who have both promised to remain faithful and committed to one another until death parts them. Today we see a different type of vow that cancels their marriage contract for selfish reasons. “I promise to be faithful to you, until I find someone I like better.” “I promise to be faithful to you, until you hurt me.” “I promise to be faithful to you, until you can’t satisfy me any longer.” “I promise to be faithful to you, until you stop doing what I want you to do.” I promise to be faithful to you, until you are disabled and completely dependent on me.” You don’t hear this in their vows, but God does. God sees the future and what every newly married couple has coming that will divide them. 
God is faithful; He keeps His word to us. God kept His promise to love us and never forsake us – even unto death. Death is not the end of things; it’s the beginning of better things. When we die to our selfish ways and expectations, and to our hateful thoughts – good things come our way. It’s one of God’s ‘natural’ laws that work for anyone. It works, because it’s right. Being faithful to our spouse, even in our thoughts, is not easy to do on our own. We might see old married couples that have been faithful to each other for 50 years or more, but the reason they remained married to each other might not be because of faith. Many people stay married out of fear, dependency, greed, corruption, etc.  When a couple stay married “for the children,” this is not wrong, it’s right. When we put our thoughts on what is best for someone else, we begin to change for the good. 
Even a bad marriage can turn good when “self” gets out of the way. The reason a marriage starts to go bad in the first place is because “self” is in the way wanting its own way, or wanting more from their spouse than he or she is capable of, or when they want more “things” for themselves, or when husband and wife (and children) become more busy and active outside their home than they should be. 
God created the family after He created everything the family would need to thrive on. Home and family are more important than a career; more important than church leadership and activities and even more important than you spreading the Gospel (if you have set aside your marriage, family and home to do so). Righteousness is what God credits us for, and righteousness has nothing to do with the job position you have, how popular you are, the worldly possessions you have, the church you rule over or serve in, or how much you know and understand about the Bible and world affairs. Righteousness begins in how we personally govern our own mind and body and then how we live at home with our family. If doing what is right in God’s eyes isn’t applied in our person and in our home-life with family, then it doesn’t matter what we do otherwise; God will discredit it all. It will all shame us on the Day we are called to account. 
Our vows are witnessed by our Father in Heaven because marriage is His design and establishment; He watches over it. When anyone or any government interferes with His design and tries to change it – they will be severely judged for it. 
Many friends and family members come to our wedding, but God is the only ‘righteous’ witness in attendance. He holds us accountable to what we said to each other, even if the other witnesses don’t, and even if the two who are making their vows - don’t. This “holy accountability” is why we have so much guilt, trouble and conflict when we try to get out of our commitment for the wrong reasons. This is why children carry burdens they can’t handle; why children grow up to do the same thing in breaking their vows and commitments. When people no longer keep their word to each other; when they say things in anger and fear that they really don’t mean or intend to follow through with – they cause the damage that comes from their unfaithfulness and their hateful words.
The design and establishment of marriage comes from God and He has set boundaries to protect it. If you are the one who designs, invents or produces something do you think anyone else has the right to change it and then call it by the name you gave it? Yet, this is exactly what has been done with God’s holy institution of marriage. 
If you want to have a sexual relationship with someone of the same sex and live together – do it; it’s your choice, but don’t call what you do – “love and marriage.” Two better words to give it would be – lust and madness. God simply calls it “debauchery:” extreme indulgence of one’s appetites, especially for sensual pleasures. It is detestable to God. Homosexuality is an enemy of God’s and God will conquer and destroy every enemy of His. 
God did not design divorce either. God designed and established marriage and we are answerable and responsible to God with our married life, not with our divorces. He will not ask you why you got a divorce so you can justify it before Him. He will ask you why you let your marriage fail and your children go astray. 
A long time ago my daughter told me that she was invited to a “divorce party.” Why should anyone want to celebrate a broken marriage and family, and give gifts to each other in honor of breaking a vow? God provides help for spouses in trouble, any trouble. We simply need to come humbly and honestly confessing it to the Lord and to someone else who will faithfully pray for you and speak truthful words. The Lord’s instructions (found in the God’s Word) will see us through to success for a ‘holy’ marriage and family. There are far more unholy marriage counselors (Christian ones too) than there are truthful ones who have God’s wisdom. So, ask the Lord to lead you to the right one, and wait on Him to do so.   
Growing apart happens to all marriages because we, by nature, are self-centered people. We are more sensitive to our own needs and demanding of our own wants. We put far too much expectation on our spouse; expectations that only God can meet for us. But, to see God meet our expectations will require some personal adjustments in us first before He can. And, He even helps us with that! 
There is a boundary we must see in our marriage that will keep us from seeing our husband (or wife) as someone who is there to accommodate our every need and desire. This boundary is there for a good reason. It works to bring us before the Lord to receive that which only He can provide and protect. 
The marriage bed is to be kept pure and the way it is protected from impurity is by both husband and wife remaining intimately and sexually faithful to one another; to be respectful of one another’s feelings and difference of opinion when it comes to affection and sex. The body, which God designed, is not to be treated in a degrading or hurtful way; whether you are mistreating your own body or your spouse’s body. Mistreating our body destroys the quality of the life of the body; it shortens our life-span. So, the same is true when we mistreat our spouse’s body; it destroys the quality of the marriage; it shortens the life-span of your marriage.   
Our body is not our own (1 Corinthians 6:15-20). My body is a member of Christ Himself. My body is His Temple. How I treat my body (or anyone’s body) is out of respect to the Lord. 
When God said that “the two will become one flesh” (verse 16) it doesn’t just mean that they can produce a child together. It also means that they are to remain each other’s desire intimately and sexually. In every part of life they become one, inseparable. Intercourse on your wedding night joins you both together in a physical and spiritual way. Intercourse, or any kind of sexual activity, outside of marriage is wicked; it is disobedient to God. If you entered a sexual relationship before marriage you need to confess and repent before the Lord. You need to confess and ask forgiveness of your fiancé before you marry; whether you sinned with your fiancé or someone else. This needs to be forgiven so that your marriage bed will be “pure” from the start of your marriage. 
The Holy Spirit teaches that the only time we are allowed to deprive one another sexually is when we need to be alone with God in prayer and even then we need to be sensitive enough to our spouse to have their understanding and support. God might call the two of you to a time of prayer and fasting [sexually] in order to gain more understanding of something lacking in your relationship that sex can not fix. (1 Corinthians 7:3-6) 
Wife, if you deprive your husband (sexually) God will hold you strongly responsible for the deep hurt it causes in your husband and for the trouble it causes in your marriage. If we deprive each other for the wrong reason we are inviting the enemy in to tempt and destroy. 
We keep our marriage bed pure by staying away from people who talk about their sex life and the private parts of the body as if it was healthy or praiseworthy to do so. Be wise and discerning of movies, books, songs and websites too. Keep your mind, marriage and home with your children – holy because God is Holy and you are His child.
If you have a weakness or addiction in the area of sexual immorality then confide in your spouse after your talk to the Lord about it. Get it out in the light so the devil can’t use it against you and keep you enslaved. Trust God with your confession. Pray with your spouse about it. Hold each other accountable, but do it in love and not with a critical or self-righteous attitude. Remember, we all have our weaknesses and selfish problems.
“So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light….clothed with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.” Romans 13:12, 14
The marriage bed is more than sexual activity; it’s about unity between the husband and wife. At night in bed, they come together and from their bed each morning – they begin their day together. But, all throughout the day is where we also need to see ‘oneness.’  Husbands and wives are to be “one” in all things; that is, they do not act apart from one another making decisions on their own and doing what they want without regard for the other and their children. 
Sometimes a man’s job requires him to be away from home for a time. If that man has a Proverbs 31 woman – he will not fear that his wife is incapable of managing his children and home while he is gone. Of course, it is not good for any family that the husband/father be gone too long. He is their covering; the head of the family. But, since the Lord is the man’s head covering (1 Corinthians 11:3-10) the Lord looks after His servant’s family and home – all the time, especially when he is called to be away, but this does not relieve any man of his marriage and family responsibilities. Every husband/father is the priest of his family and that means God holds him responsible for what happens to his wife and children. The Old Testament teaches a man what it means to be God’s priest at home; he has the same duties that God’s Levite priests had in the Lord’s House whether when in the desert as faithful Moses lead God’s people, or with God’s Levitcal priests serving Him in His Jerusalem House after it was built by Solomon. A man needs to understand this.  
What is so shameful of any husband/father is that when he is home – he’s gone. He’s off in another room doing something ‘alone.’ God said in the beginning when He created Adam that “it is not good that a man be alone” so He created a female helpmate for the man, and told them to have children together and fill the earth with God’s family. (Genesis 2:18) Not even God Himself is alone; not that God could or would do anything that is evil but that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are “one” in purpose and fellowship and so God has created us in His image also, as the family of God.  
There is nothing more beautiful to God than the earthly family who understands their glorious purpose on the earth and then lives it out for the GLORY OF THEIR HEAVENLY FATHER, no matter what.  
Another way a wife can deprive her husband (other than with his sexual need) is when she is convinced she needs to be somewhere else; that she is needed in another place outside her home and family. When it comes to our elderly parents – God has told us to take care of their needs when they no longer can. This is the loving work of the whole family, even the children; for old people need to be around their little grandchildren. It brings refreshing into their life to have children around them doing what children naturally do. (I speak happily from my personal experience.) 
Women naturally feel responsible for their ‘extended’ families or close friends, to be there to help out or give emotional support when someone they love and care about goes through a time of suffering. God made women this way, but God put us under our husband’s covering as well so we would not be deceived or led astray. (Satan came to Eve in the garden, not Adam.) Now, some Christian women will say that because she is “in Christ” that she no longer is under her husband’s covering or headship; that they are equal in headship, but God did not create anything to have two heads. This is called mutation: something gone physically (and spiritually) wrong, and is a disgrace to God’s creation and order.
Satan can convince us through our emotions that it is noble (gracious, righteous, decent) to leave our husband and children at home to go take care of someone else when that someone else has other people very capable of doing so. The devil thoroughly enjoys making it hard on people beyond their own natural abilities to endure or handle what comes by his evil works. This is why we need to trust in the Lord and give our circumstances and worries over to Him whether it is for ourselves, our husbands, our children or our extended family members and friends. With God – nothing is impossible; we only need to believe – to receive.
Sometimes we gals use other people’s circumstances to get out of our own situation or condition at home. Let’s never forget that it’s the primary responsibility of the wife/mother to work and bring ‘agreement’ into her marriage and home; this works peace and harmony at home. When it’s hard to do so; we only need to ask the Lord to help us. He never gets tired of helping us. The Bible is full of encouragement from those who have asked God and received what they asked for; maybe not in the way they expected, but in the way that was best and fruitful for God’s kingdom.
What I have learned the hard way is that intercessory prayer for our extended family members can be our physical replacement there. Actually, it is far more effective because God steps in to answer my prayer through others. Family loyalty is a good thing, but God’s compassionate work is even better, and sometimes He will do it through me, and other times not. Godly compassion is stronger than family loyalty because human loyalty is not necessarily rooted in truth and righteousness. 
God does nothing until His people pray. He will meet the needs if we ask Him to. A wise woman knows how powerful her prayers are. Jesus taught us to ask the Father for anything because it pleases Him to show us that He is able and more powerful than we know. God loves to “show off!” Oh yes He does. When God shows off there is no evil in the motive like when man shows off to receive glory for himself. 
To husbands and wives: “Do not deprive each other except by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer.” 1 Corinthians 7:5

FINE LINEN AND PURPLE

“….she is clothed in fine linen and purple.”  Proverbs 31:22
In a Song of Solomon’s (1:6) the new bride talks about how handsome and charming her lover (husband) is. She also sings: “And our bed is verdant.” This young bride expresses her delight in that she and her husband have both kept their marriage bed innocent and inexperienced by waiting till they were married to enjoy each other sexually. 
Why is it so fundamentally vital for men and women to be inexperienced sexually before they marry? Sexual intercourse ‘internally’ binds you to that person. No divorce contract can change that because the spiritual laws of God are greater than physical laws of man. 
“The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, ‘The two will become one flesh.’  But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit. Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.” (1 Corinthians 6:13-20)
Sexual intercourse is reserved for the wedding night because it spiritually and physically binds you to your husband/wife.  All other sins, but the sin of sexual immorality, are outside the body. They do not have the same outcome “spiritually” that sexual immorality has. Makes me wonder about all the “sorting out” God will have to do when we all get to Heaven and stand before Him. But then we have been given the Lord’s clear teaching that there is no marriage in heaven like there is on the earth. Marriage between a man and a woman is for life on earth. (Matthew 22:25, Mark 12:25 and Luke 20:35) If you are “in Christ” then when you are resurrected you will be joined to Jesus Christ and no one else; that wherever He is – you will be. Our former life is overcome by our resurrected life in Christ Jesus; it is far greater than anything earthly.     
Your body ‘first’ belongs to the Lord who formed your body with a glorious purpose. Self-gratification (masturbation) is “sinning against your own body;” it is as evil in the sight of God as homosexuality. The devil will try to enslave us early in life; even have sexuality (sexual immorality) taught in school as early as kindergarten. And, it’s not just the teachers that teach it; the children teach it to each other, like a spreading disease.
Self gratification prevents a person from experiencing real ‘life.’ Life is not about self-reliance or self-gratification. Self-reliance forms an unrealistic life. Self-gratification is the result. Self-reliance is deceiving. Self-gratification misrepresents you. Self-gratification corrupts everything you do. Self gratification destroys the real you and cancels out the good future you were created to have with the Lord. 
You sin against God when you sin against your body (or anyone else’s body). When a man becomes a eunuch this is detestable to God. When a man intentionally has his ejaculatory duct “cut” it is a great offense to God. Men who have been “cut” need to repent. Men who are homosexuals and transsexuals need to repent. (Deuteronomy 23:1) Women also need to repent for their promiscuous ways, for any homosexual behavior, for abortions and for even having their tubes tied. 
Anything that has been ‘intentionally’ done to your body to change it or to prevent from having children or having any more children is an offense to God, a wicked thing in His sight.  When we do these wicked things we show our heavenly Father that we do not fear Him and trust Him; we reveal that inwardly we do not love or worship Him. When we repent of any sin that God calls sin – fear and judgment is replaced with His internal joy and peace, and His abounding grace in our everyday life. The Lord pardons every wicked thing we do when we confess it to Him and then turn from our wicked ways. Confession does not finish the work of repentance; obedience does.
Decent men want to marry decent women, and godly women want to marry godly men. Children want a virtuous mother and a noble father. It’s getting harder and harder to find decent men and women today, even in the Lord’s churches. Living together has replaced God’s wedding ceremony of vows and witnesses. Children don’t grow up knowing what “sin” is or what “moral” values are. They are undisciplined because their parents are undisciplined. They are self-absorbed because their parents are. Sexual immorality has no shame or consequence; or so they think.   
What God calls “good,” should remain that way, unchanged. No one has the right to change or alter any part of God’s creation. If we try, it won’t be good anymore. The human body was designed by our wonderful Father for procreation and for enjoying all the good things our Creator made for our enjoyment on the earth with each other. With man’s rebellious ways come sickness, plagues, natural disasters, suffering and death. Continual new strings of sickness and disease means that the world is growing more wicked as time goes on. 
God is love, but God hates evil. God is forgiving, but God is holy. As God’s holy people we should treat our bodies with the highest respect. We should not honor homosexuality or support it in any way. God tells us that it is evil to even dress up like the opposite sex. (Deuteronomy 22:5)  Getting face-lifts, tummy-tucks, breast enlargements and tattoos (to name a few vanities) – is all evil and insulting to our Creator. (Leviticus 19:28) If you want to “improve” yourself then start with your soul. You might have some real issues with your body, but just remember that God wants us to come to Him first and wait to hear from Him ‘in His Word.’  
Our vanity and immorality simply makes God sick! Who do we think we are worshipping? We need to repent and start thinking the way our Father thinks. He’s our FATHER GOD and He isn’t going to let any of us get away with evil. We might think we are doing just fine living our wicked lives, but our God is only giving us more time to repent. God does not want anyone to be eternally separated from Him. 
I was on the birth-control pill after getting pregnant and having an abortion at the age of 18. I lived disgracefully as a teenager and then I made a little innocent baby pay for my sexual immorality. When I met Jesus 5 years later I found out that on the cross Jesus paid for my crime of abortion. When I asked my Savior to forgive me – He did, but that didn’t remove the consequence of my earlier choices. Repentance does not remove consequences because consequences help us never to sin again. 
We don’t give much consideration to why things happen in our lives that are hurtful, troublesome or extremely hard. There is suffering that comes into our lives because of the bad choices we have made, and we would be wise to learn obedience from what we suffer.     
Not only do we need to know what Jesus did for us on the cross to set us free from guilt and condemnation, but we need to know how to live a life that is pleasing to our Father. The old must go for the new to come. 
Jesus is not on the cross. He’s not in the tomb! He is alive and waiting for those He has forgiven to desire and ask for the life of righteousness. If all you want is His forgiveness, then that’s all you’ll get. But, if you want to become like Jesus, then you’ll get Christ’s indwelling Holy Spirit.
As women (girls) we demand respect from the opposite sex in the way we dress, talk, behave socially and stand guard over our good reputation. When I came to the Lord I needed to acknowledge and repent of sexual promiscuity, and then begin to live the life of purity. 
Promiscuity: a lack of discrimination, entering into sexual intercourse indiscriminately or with many persons; confused. 
God does not expect his daughters to be sexy or seductive; not for their husbands or any man. He created the female gender distinctly feminine and femininity is how we honor our Father and our husband.  And, He also created the male gender distinctly masculine for completion, not competition. God designed femininity and masculinity for the health and wealth of society and so that having children would go on forever. 
Satan has men trapped in confusion. They’ll go after the sexy girl for the sex, but when it comes to marriage a guy really does want a lady who has saved herself for him, one who has self-respect in the way she thinks, talks and acts. Every girl/woman should expect her boyfriend or husband to treat her with respect and honor, and if he doesn’t – see ya!  Self-respect is more attractive to a ‘real’ man than showing off your body and offering your body to him. Women who think that their sexuality is the way to a man’s heart are very deceived.
I believe the reason so many men end up marrying a disgraceful woman is because they (men) haven’t practiced self-control over their own bodies. They have not understood what manhood really is and so they don’t understand what marriage means either. 
A man should never expect anything from his wife that would make her feel shameful; to act like the sluts and whores he has been exposed to. A boy/man should never make a girl/woman feel like she’s worth less than she is. When sexual experience is the priority in the relationship we lower ourselves and the worth we have is never discovered. 
I’d hate to have this said of me or of my daughter: “She is shameless. She dresses like a prostitute and has crafty intent. She is loud and defiant. Her feet never stay at home. She lurks about; hangs out waiting for her prey. With persuasive words she seduces and leads her victim astray like an ox to the slaughter not knowing it will cost him his life. Her way is wicked leading down to the chambers of death.” 
If you dress like a slut or a slob you will be recognized and treated as one. If you dress like a man and want to be treated like a man – you will be denied the many wonderful benefits of true femininity. 
You don’t have to degrade yourself to get your husband’s attention, affection and favor. If you are married to a man who expects you to act in a degrading disgraceful way start praying against that wicked way in him. God knows ‘exactly’ how to change his perspective and expectation of you. Let the Holy Spirit help you take your stand for virtue. 
The woman of great worth is as delicate and transparent as fine linen. Delicate: delightful to all the senses, soft and gentle, subtle, truthful, sincere, easily damaged, sensitive. Her motives are pure and seen as pure. She is honest and true. She has nothing to hide that she is ashamed of. She quickly repents and gets right with God and others. She lets her husband know how she feels, but she does it gently and without condemnation or judging. She understands the meaning, God’s definition of “helpmate.” 
Christian couples today disgracefully live together sexually without any feeling of guilt. Why do they feel they are free in God’s eyes to engage in fornication (sex before marriage) and adultery (marital affairs and divorces)? Young Christian girls are on birth-control pills and getting abortions. Why? They don’t have the Proverbs 31 Woman as their role model, that’s why.
You might take pride in the freedom that you think you have, but you are not liberated at all when you live an immoral lifestyle; you are in bondage. 
Since our body is called the “temple of the living God”…. “Let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.” (2 Corinthians 7:1)
Let us get on with all the glorious and righteous acts of God that become the Lord’s people. The virtuous woman sees herself, her husband and her children as royalty in God’s kingdom; as crowned heads. In God’s kingdom she is highly valued. She is clothed in fine linen and purple. 
 “For the wedding of the Lamb has come and his bride has made herself ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.” (Fine linen stands for the obedient righteous acts of the saints.) Revelation 19:8

GROOMED FOR ROYALTY

I love the book of Esther because one of the very important things that it teaches as well as honors is the good affect that a virtuous woman has on her husband, or a king and the entire land. It also reveals the glad heart of a king when he sees true beauty and femininity. 
Esther was transformed into a noble queen by the king’s Keeper of Women - who groomed her to be favored by the king for her high position next to the king. (If you aren’t familiar with the story of Esther I want to challenge you to read this book of the Bible.) 
Just like Esther, we need our proper makeovers too if we are going to have the favor of our Father God and King Jesus. If we should see our husbands thinking and behaving as priests and prophets of King Jesus then we need to learn by the Holy Spirit what it means to be a noble man's - noble wife. 
Esther was called by God through her uncle Mordecai to be stationed in the right place at the right time – to expose Haman’s plan against her people. Just like Esther, all God’s daughters have an important assignment on the heart of God that will affect others. 
Esther was taught by the king’s chamberlain how to be favored by the king, and she truly was. Chamberlain: person in charge of the direction and management of a ruler’s household; a trusted steward.
The king proclaimed a holiday, giving a great banquet in honor of Esther because he favored her and was very pleased to crown her as queen. The king was so taken by her that he was liberal in distributing gifts to all in attendance. (Esther 2:17-18) Esther was favored by all who looked upon her. Is this how people see you? How about how the general public see the Church today? Of course we know that there are those who hate God’s people and like Haman will do all they can think of doing to discredit us and even remove us from the face of the earth. 
The Father has a bride for His Son; a Bride who is still learning how to please the King of kings. Each generation of the Lord’s people must go through a period of purification and preparation by the Holy Spirit for their royal positions alongside the King of kings when He comes with His Kingdom. How you dress, talk and conduct yourself reveals who your king (and god) is. When we get dressed each day and set out to do our work and talk to people – we need to remember who and what we represent. 
Our clothing, conversations and customs should always reflect the Lord’s coming Kingdom because: As it is in Heaven it will be on the earth. Vulgar clothing, crude conversations/joking and worldly customs all reveal the desperate need of a holy makeover by Holy Spirit – for the Church of Jesus Christ. For the most part, especially in America, the Lord’s people need to turn from our wicked ways and be seen as the true sons and daughters of the Most High God. We start our makeovers with the heart’s change; from the inside out. We should’ve started as soon as we had God’s Spirit of holiness poured in us. Is He in you? Holiness is your responsibility under God. 
People need to taste and experience what the Lord’s reign and coming Kingdom will be like by seeing and experiencing in the life of the Church. This is just as necessary for them to see as seeing His forgiveness and grace in our lives. As a result of His grace, we no longer live the rest of our earthly life like everyone else who loves the world. We’ve already spent time doing what the ungodly do, looking at what they look at, laughing at what they laugh at, working for what they work for, talking like they talk, and thinking like they think. (1 Peter 4:2-4) With God’s indwelling Spirit we will know better and be completely capable of living a life that pleases our Father God.
Our Father requires all His daughters to dress modestly with decency, to speak and behave in a way that reveals who our God is, and to do good deeds that our Father deems appropriate for women who profess to worship Him. (1Timothy 2:9-10) Live such good lives among your ungodly friends and neighbors that though they accuse you of doing wrong, they can not deny the good deeds you do, and then on the Day when God judges the world – they will be ashamed of accusing you, they will honor God because of you. (1 Peter 2:11-12)
Don’t get too comfortable here in this world. Abstain from those sinful desires; you’ve got the power to overcome each one if God’s Spirit lives in you. If you have been forgiven by Jesus Christ and given His indwelling Spirit then your whole body is His temple; the inner and the outer court; what the Lord sees inwardly as well as what people see outwardly. Righteousness and wickedness have nothing in common whatsoever, therefore we are to separate ourselves from everything that contaminates the body and spirit. This is our responsibility and if we need help in doing it all we have to do is ask our Father. 
Put on your royal apparel: Live a life perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. Wash your hands of anything that makes you guilty before God. Renew your minds with God’s Word. Purify your hearts seeking the righteousness of God in every part of your life. Clear out all your idols that keep you from doing the will of God with wholehearted devotion. This is how you put on your royal apparel. 
The law of God for His Temple is – absolute holiness. (Ezekiel 43:12) 
Just like the specifications for the Temple in Jerusalem were given to King David for Solomon to build, there are also specifications that we must follow so that God’s glory is pleased to dwell in us by His Holy Spirit. (Ezekiel 43:10-12) We must get our mind and will in agreement with the King’s Chamberlain, because there are people we are to influence and affect for the Lord.
 “Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the ages. Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.” Revelation 15:3-4
The king loved Esther above all the women and she obtained grace and favor in his sight. Esther had the king’s favor because she did all that the keeper of women told her to do. The king welcomed Esther into his court and into his private chamber of confidence and closeness. He trusted her and showed her his full favor by granting her all she requested of him. God used Esther to give His people relief from their enemies. 
Who’s influencing and grooming you? When people look watch you who or what do they see? No one comes into this world on their own as if they should represent themselves. We are made in the image of God our Creator Father, therefore we represent Him. Otherwise, we are the children of the devil, representing him and all his wicked ways. Jesus led the way in honoring and living out the will of His Father. When we follow the Lord’s teachings and yield to His Spirit – we can too.  

REAL AND RESPECTABLE

Real men do not like women competing with them, especially their wives. They don’t like being bossed around; told what to do, when and how to do it. This does not make a man less a man either; rather it simply reveals that he’s a real man because of how it goes against his nature. God designed man and woman and told them to rule and have dominion. Then God told Eve (after she fell into deception) to bring herself under Adam. This still stands today; that a wife should submit to her husband, as unto the Lord. This will not change until we rise in faithfulness to the Lord.
The more confidence a man has in who he is by God’s design, the more irritated he gets when his wife or any woman tries to compete with him or tell him what to do. 
“The righteous hate what is false, but the wicked bring shame and disgrace. Righteousness guards the man of integrity, but wickedness overthrows the sinner.” Proverbs 13:5-6
A man who has a competitive wife should pray for her awakening; that she would meet a virtuous woman and begin to learn from her what it is that God honors and rewards in a woman. 
A woman cannot teach a man how to be a man and neither does it work the other way around. Should either attempt to teach the other – they will see where their pride takes them that neither of them will appreciate. (Proverbs 16:18) It’s much better to get godly wisdom to understand God’s blueprint of the male and female roles on the earth.
“The highway of the upright avoids evil; he who guards his way guards his life.” Proverbs 16:17
Girls/women who want to compete with men show that they want seek and strive for the same things they see that men have had and been responsible for (to God). They say that they just want to prove that they can do anything a man can do, but the truth is they do not find womanhood that stimulating or praiseworthy. This is not the fault of “womanhood,” but the fault of mothers and others who influence the young. More than likely they have never had a good role model to follow and learn from. More than likely they have never seen the results of a real woman living her life to the glory of God. 
Girls who want to play with boys in sports are simply revealing their own insecurity, or their mother's or father's. Parents who allow or push their little girls to play with boys in sports are hindering the development of womanhood in their little girls. Women who want to fight alongside men in the military only weaken the military, and the family. Men will be naturally distracted with them there, either morally or immorally. 
Women know how to play baseball but they don’t know how to cook well-balanced meals. Women know how to play basketball but they don’t know how to clean a house. Women know how to fight in the military but they don’t know how to be a good helpmate to their husbands. Women know how to make money but they don’t know how to raise children. Women know how to get a man but they don’t know how to keep a man. Women know how to drink and carouse with the girls but they don’t know how to manage their households wisely.
A man may act like it doesn’t bother him when his wife or any woman tries to compete with him, but it does. Men have been made (groomed or forced) to think that they don’t have the right to usurp authority over their wives or any woman who comes against them. (I’m not talking about a man's physical or verbal abuse on a little girl or woman.) 
Woman came from the rib of man to be his helper; to be the wife at his side and on his side. When a wife tries to lead or compete with her husband she will not be content or fulfilled with the results. She will not be rewarded for her faithfulness to God at the end of her life. When a husband and a wife don’t honor God-given boundaries with each other – their marriage will be a disaster and their children will suffer as well. In turn, this affects society and the whole world.
A dishonorable wife can cause her husband not to be respected in the gates of their society. What a shameful thing it is that women get together and then share tactics in how they should stand up to their husbands, or how to make their husband's mind them, serve them. They praise each other for getting in the face of their husbands to tell them off. They boast of their cunning and beguiling ways as if it makes them more a woman. The woman who depends on the Lord and knows what it takes to get her prayers of concern and desire answered by Him is a wife no man should live without; it’ll be hard for him to fail with a wife like this. 
God’s men are to be leaders in their community; heads not tails. When a government is mostly run by ungodly men and women what does that say about God’s men in that nation? What does that reveal about God’s women who forfeit the home and family to have fame and glory somewhere else? It’s something to think about….and pray about. 
From time to time godly/faithful women have risen up to take on leadership positions that God gave to men. They weren't competing with men for these positions. There just aren’t enough godly men to fill them. (This was the case in the time of Deborah and Barak in Judges Chapters 4 and 5.) When God needs something done, according to His plan and purpose, and there isn't a man to be found in that place, He raises up a godly woman to take his place. The godly woman understands this and she is not proud about it; she's faithful and bold with her anointing from God. 
We see men and women all around us who consider themselves to be leaders, but very few have what it takes to lead in the right way so that it has the best results. They don’t have what it takes to lead a family, a church, a community, a state or a nation because of their ignorance of the truth, because of the pitiful role models they’ve had and because they don’t have the right woman at their side. 
A true helpmate does not help her husband by taking on his God-given responsibilities as a man, husband, father and leader in society. A godly wife will bring completion to his leadership effectiveness by bringing alongside him the woman’s touch; her holy sensitivity, unique abilities and prayer power. 
A good woman (by God’s definition) alongside a nation’s leader will be valued as indispensable. Every man is to lead. Every boy is to be raised for leadership; to benefit his family and society. A godly mother will work hard and steady at this for her son to grow up to be an honorable leader in the area of his calling and expertise. Mothers and fathers are to endow their sons and daughters with: intelligence - the knowledge of God, and reliability - training them to be trustworthy/responsible with things and for people, and wisdom - to understand why they should do or not do something and that there are short and long term consequences for everything, and to endow them with the truth about the future of mankind - according to what God said He will do about it.
Our world is far from what it should be. Leaders in governments are so overwhelmed trying to get some solutions to the world’s chaos that they never get to see the ongoing affect of good leadership on a society. Oh how we need to see a generation of the righteous ALL rising up to do what they were created to do. 
"Sing to the Lord, all the earth; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. For great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the Lord made the heavens. Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and joy in his dwelling place. Ascribe to the Lord, O families of nations, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength, ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name. Bring an offering and come before him; worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness. Tremble before him, all the earth! The world is firmly established; it cannot be moved. Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let them say among the nations, 'The Lord reigns!'" 1 Chronicles 16:23-31

LEADERS AND INFLUENCE

“Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.” Daniel 12:3-4
God puts His ‘leading’ men who have righteous wisdom and courage in certain places and positions of influence so He can accomplish His step by step plan; the plan that is leading up to the return of His Son for His Kingdom Reign on the earth. 
In every generation God chooses faithful men to get the job done on time and in the right way, according to God’s plan. Do you see your husband working exactly where God wants him; doing what God wants him to do? How did you reach this conclusion, whether you answered “yes” or “no?” Did you reach this conclusion on your own or with your husband sharing his heart with you? Do you and your husband talk about this, pray about this and search the Word of God over it? Do you pray for your husband’s line of work, his position and responsibility? Does your husband even know what God requires of a man, a husband and a father?  Does he feel your support of his true masculinity, or have you expected something else from him that God does not put on a man or expect out of a man? 
What if it came down to a choice on your part; to esteem his outdoor work over yours? I say “outdoor” work because a wife/mother’s ‘indoor’ work of the home and family is just as important. How well you do your indoor work allows a man to enjoy his outdoor work and to do it better; the work God has called him to. 
Most men do not like their jobs but they stick at because they don’t see any other opportunity. Are you praying about that? We look around at what’s happening in our culture and we make quick evaluations; we assume that we better stay put doing what we dread each day. Why take the risk in leaving what we are not fulfilled by – to do something on our own that we think ‘will’ fulfill us? With God all things are possible! As a wife and mother, I should be the first to believe this, first for myself and then for my husband and children. God means for a man to be fulfilled with his outdoor work. 
God gave Solomon His wisdom. Solomon said: “I realized that it is good and proper for a man to eat and drink, and to find satisfaction in his toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of life God has given him — for this is his lot. Moreover, when God gives any man wealth and possessions, and enables him to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be happy in his work — this is a gift of God.  He seldom reflects on the days of his life, because God keeps him occupied with gladness of heart.” Ecclesiastes 5:18-20
I have found that what I think of my husband and how I go about supporting him makes his work far less distasteful, less toilsome and more meaningful to him. You might not mean to, but as a foolish wife you can hinder your husband from accepting his lot from God and being happy in his work.  
Jesus came to some men and asked them to leave their work and come join Him in the Father’s work. They had debts to pay and families to feed, and so the Lord worked miracles on their behalf. It wasn’t always an easy road for them to stay on and after Jesus left the earth. I would imagine it was hard for each of them to leave what they had been doing all their lives and go in another direction with a man they hardly knew, but couldn't live without. I’ve often wondered what their wives and children thought; at least those who had wives and children.
Jesus didn’t go to these men’s wives to tell them His plans for their husbands and neither did He ask their permission if He could train and use their husbands. I would imagine that Jesus knew what these men would face at home after telling their wives what they planned to do after meeting Jesus; that it would cause marital problems with some of these men, but Jesus had the eternal future of their families at heart. When the Lord calls a man (with wife and children) his wife makes a choice too, whether to submit and follow or to resist and separate herself. To follow is wise and noble. To separate is shameful and destructive.  
“Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?” 2 Corinthians 6:14-15
Whether the Lord has told them to leave their work or remain where they are – every man of God has been given the Lord’s “Great Commission,” he starts at home with his wife and children. 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20
In Jesus’ day, the wives of his men probably heard all kinds of things about Jesus that were true and false. If you were one of them would you wholeheartedly trust your husband’s decision to a mysterious man like Jesus? Would your faith be big enough for how it could affect you and the children? Would you refuse to give up your career or ministry? What would you do if your husband said that he was going to follow the Lord with, or without you?  What do you love more than your husband and Jesus Christ? 
When we commit to God’s will – God commits to us. When the Lord invites us to step out with Him – He takes hold of us and our concerns become His concerns. God is more than capable of leading our husbands and providing for them and their families. If you do not trust God’s love and wisdom this is something YOU need to work on, instead of coming against your husband with argument and ultimatums. Fear will cause you to do this to your husband. Faith will not. 
If you are a ball and chain around your husband’s ankle, making it hard for him to do God’s will as one of His leaders, what might God do about that, or NOT want to do about it? If you think you should make your husband choose between you and God, beware. Don’t underestimate a man’s deepest need to intimately know and serve His God. Your husband needs this more than he needs you. 
A long time ago I tried to “groom” my husband (like most wives do) into my definition of what a man’s spiritual leadership looks like, but my discerning husband knew what I was up to. The day came when he had had enough of my sugar coated criticisms and he said, “Carol, you aren’t going to change me, so if you think I’m not the man I should be then you’d better go to God because He’s the only One who can change me.” So I did, and God started changing me first. 
The spirit of jezebel has women everywhere and in all positions – thinking and believing that they can and should validate a man’s masculinity, worship of God and his spiritual leadership. Mother’s do this with their sons and son-in-laws. Wives do this with their husbands. Sisters do this with their brothers. Female pastors do this with the men in their congregation. Female employers do this with their male employees. In schools little boys aren’t allowed to be little boys. They are prescribed drugs and told not to irritate the girls.
Where is the same treatment for little girls? There isn’t any because the devil is working this destruction of masculinity, man’s worship of God and male spiritual leadership. The devil has been successful since time began. 
“When the woman (Eve) saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Then the eyes of both of them were opened (to evil), and they realized they were naked (guilty); so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves (ashamed). Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, ‘Where are you?’” Genesis 3:6-9  
“For all the nations have drunk the maddening wine of her adulteries. The kings of the earth committed adultery with her, and the merchants of the earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries.” Revelation 18:3
From the beginning of man and till the return of the Lord, the devil will continue to empower women to turn men away from the will of God. God have mercy if you are one of those women who refuse to change. 
Women need to learn (as little girls) how to serve their brothers, hold their tongues and pray. Modern day women would not agree with me, but God does. Little girls need to see how silence along with prayers of faith, hope and love – are very powerful. A godly mother sets the example. This is very beautiful to the Lord and He will do all we ask of Him so that we become more and more confident and successful – in love and prayer. 
It’s a rare thing today to see a true helpmate in action; to see a woman that honors her husband with her submission, her words and her behavior; one who doesn’t bad-mouth her husband or tell other people all about his faults and weaknesses. We need to see who our husband’s truly are to the Lord and then treat them that way, as influential leaders.  
“You have an anointing from the Holy One if you know and obey the truth; no lie comes from the truth…See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. And this is what he promised us — even eternal life. 
“I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. As for you, the anointing you received from the Lord, Holy Spirit, remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit — just as it has taught you, remain in him. And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming. If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him. 
“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!”  1 John 2:20-3:1

SHE MAKES AND SELLS

Idle hands are the devil’s workshop, or so it’s been said by discerning mothers of the past. When we aren’t doing the right things with our hands and with our time you can be sure that what we are doing otherwise is non-important things, even wicked things in God’s eyes. 
When I was a teenage girl I preferred hanging out and partying with my girlfriends of like-mind. I should’ve been home developing domestic skills, but that was difficult because my mother worked outside the home to provide for her three daughters. My mother would’ve rather had the privilege to stay home with her children like I had. She would’ve loved to have been a simple home-maker, but like so many mothers she was left on her own to raise her children. (Oh Lord, turn the hearts of fathers back to their children to do right by their children, and to love their wives as Christ loves His Church!)
I learned quite a bit from my dear mother, but I learned even more after I met my husband’s mother and began hanging out with her each day. I found out what having fun was really about. “Having fun” is a matter of true perspective and personal preference. 
If our perspective is God’s perspective – then we will prefer the work that suits us according to how we were made by God. When you don’t believe that God created everything and everybody with a noble purpose of great worth, then you will amount to nothing for all your life’s hard work, or all your life’s lack of hard work. Why would anyone want to waste their life doing those things that will shame them at the end of their life? The work of the devil is to keep us from the truth and to destroy every opportunity of us ever knowing God’s truth and love, and from us accomplishing the ‘importance’ God put in each of us. 
Like all grandparents we ask our little grandchildren what they want to be when they grow up. One grandson who is now 9 years old (at the time of this writing) had stated when he was much younger that he wanted to be a fireman. So I asked him if he still wanted to be a fireman. He said, “No.” I asked him what he wanted to become and he wasn’t sure. I asked our ten year old grandson and he didn’t know what he wanted to be yet. Then I asked our eleven year old grandson if he still wanted to be a great chef as he had declared when he very little and he said, “Yes Grandma!”  Since he was a very little boy he has wanted to be a chef. He constantly asked if he could help in the kitchen cutting up things and cooking. As a little boy, he would passionately express his enjoyment of a meal by rolling his eyes and saying, “This is so-o-o-o-o good!” One Christmas his aunt painted him a picture of his future restaurant and in all the windows she put 18 cut out photos of his family members (on our side – his dad’s side) who were there eating – and framed it. I gave him a box filled with cooking utensils – with the intent of adding to it.  But, my point is this: 
As parents we need to understand who our children are as to how God designed them for greatness, and then help them fulfill their dreams, because our dream is true and it’s the only work that will truly fulfill us and bless others. The dream is the inspiration that produces our work on earth. Our dream and our work are meant to have both physical and spiritual meaning because the physical (earthly) and the spiritual (eternal) are very much connected. What we make out of our life has both earthly and eternal value. God will reward our work if our work has eternal value. Sadly, most people have never realized who they are and what they were so perfectly designed to do with their precious life from God. 
Many make the mistake in thinking that a “calling” from God is only of the spiritual nature like being a pastor of a church, or a missionary, or a Bible teacher or an evangelist who wins souls. But the truth is that we are all (in Christ) to pastor (care for God’s people and equip our young to serve God), to go where God leads us and befriend our neighbors for God’s purpose (missionary), to study, apply and teach the Bible (to our children especially) and to evangelize (sharing our testimony of Jesus when the opportunity arises). Of course, there are the “administrative centers/offices” of these callings, but there are so many more “callings” from the Lord that don’t get as much appreciation. Ones like: civil servants, government leaders, store owners, artists, land developers, chefs and even home-makers. Every “mother” is first a home-maker and manager of her children and home - before she is anything else. Every “wife” is first a helpmate to her husband in what God has called him to do in life – with his family.   
Work should and can be fun; it’s a matter of perspective. I believe God thoroughly enjoyed His six days of Creation. I believe the work He did, that He called “good,” was exciting to see throughout its entire production. I believe our Father wants the same for us; that we would also enjoy our life’s work forever. I believe He wants us to be able to take one day a week to put our feet up and appreciate what we have been given from God so that we could prosper and enjoy the life He’s given us. Most of us don’t realize just how important this is! 
Making things for good and proper use and then selling them – is both invigorating and profitable as well as a blessing to others. If all you know how to do is go to a store and buy what you need or want, then you will be one of the physically needy people when life as you’ve known it – changes dramatically. It is God’s will that you be self-sufficient and not dependent on people (or government) for your basic needs (or wants). God is Creator and the giver of all good things; so look to Him, not man. Certainly we want to help each other, and we should, but don’t let yourself become “a god” to another.    
If you don’t have the know-how to grow, cook and store your own food, to mend and sew, to make do with very little or to alter something in order to make it work for what you need at the moment – then what will you do when life (as you know it) has changed drastically? We need to see how natural things (that God made) are all around us for our good and proper use. 
Man has wonderfully come up with the way to use “solar” power. We can buy the “invention,” but the solar power is free because the sun is one of God’s creations. The same is true for water and how we are able to have it flow to our kitchen sinks and bathtubs. Man comes up with the “industry,” but initially he needs that which God created. God’s creation is controlled and sustained by God, not man. God can speak the word and the sun or the rain or plant life – could cease to exist. All that man is capable of doing is learning how to properly use God’s created “things” whether it is the sun, the waters, the animals, the plants or even your hands.  
We have been told by the Lord Himself, as well as by all His prophets, what the last days (time of the end) will be like – so that we can prepare and be useful right up to the end of our lives on earth. As a born-again child of God, our life on earth is preparing us for our return with Christ when we will reign and work with Him to make all things new. Our life has far more meaning than most people have ever realized who simply live for the here and now; for their own fleshly desires. We need a much bigger perspective of life if God has set eternity in our hearts. (Ecclesiastes 3:11) 
Every girl/woman has been gifted (endowed) by her Creator so that she can do any ‘good’ work, and does it well. You won’t find girls or women wasting time or talent who believe in who they are; in how God made them. Once you know, you grow! When we know the good that is in to do – we will “keep to the path” and see that dream come true. As good mothers, we need to be encouraging and enabling our daughters (and fathers their sons) in how to make and sell; how to develop their dreams, skills and talents. And, let not the industries of “evil” influence or tempt to corrupt our children so that they are led off on a fruitless road. 
According to God our Father, women (and little girls) are to dress modestly so that immoral thoughts are not prompted in men and little boys. A woman worships and honors God with decency and propriety. (1Timothy 2:9) We should not be going along with the world’s moral (or rather immoral) standard of how we think, dress, spend our time and use our talents and femininity. Teaching and encouraging true femininity in your daughter can keep that girl out of trouble and turn her into a highly capable and noble woman. 
Although the wise woman is familiar with tribulation she also understands that greater tribulation is still to come, so she is at work to prepare for much difficult days ahead. She can laugh at the days ahead because she has prepared herself and her children to be ready for when the kingdom of this world becomes the Kingdom of her Lord. She has made sure that she and her family are fully capable of surviving any day of disaster and even having enough to help others who are not prepared.  
Learn from a Proverbs 31 woman, not a worldly woman, and don’t let worldly women take away your confidence by what they have to say about anything. Make good – and sell it in every way you can so that the disobedient are turned to wisdom of the righteous. The disobedient don’t get the last word! 
Just as Jesus has His helpmate, Satan has his too. The spirit of jezebel is alive and well on planet earth, influencing and leading women down the path of false-identity. She leads men too, grooming them for how the devil wants to use them. God’s standard has never changed and only ‘true’ followers of the Lord understand this and will continue to live it and represent Him in the right way, at any cost. They will be rewarded for their efforts.
What I see today with girls (and women) are ignorance, boredom and restlessness. Shopping, television, socializing, partying, etc. are all forms of ignorance, boredom and restlessness. When the creative juices of femininity are hindered in a little girl’s developing years she will go find [false] fulfillment in the wrong places and from the wrong people. 
The woman who sees her true worth is not at all ashamed to live, what the world calls, “the old-fashioned way.” But the Scripture (God) tells us to “keep to the ancient path.” We’re too quick to jump on “progressive” ideas and ways of “modernism” without first judging and discerning with godly wisdom whether they are right or wrong. The noble woman of God is out there with her godly ways of living her life and she does not care about those who pass judgment on her or make a joke of her. Oh she’s “modern,” but in the holy way. She’s extremely “progressive,” but in the noble way. And, she’s no fool either! In fact, she makes fools out of worldly women by quietly living out the noble and honorable life of a woman that God will reward and crown one day.  
Women (even Christian women) have sold their true femininity for a false belief of womanhood. The proof that their belief is false is in society’s breakdown of marriage and family as God designed. The original blueprint is the correct one. If you’ve lived long enough you will see “how it used to be” compared to “how it is today” in the world and in the church as well. As the Lord’s people we are to make Him known and not just by our choice words, but visibly in the way we live and put to work all that we’ve been given from the Lord.  
The virtuous woman makes herself available to other women in the form of her God-honoring way of life with her marriage, home and family – through her journals and books, her personal counsel and instruction, her art, her home organizing skills, her fashion design, her recipes for healthy meals, etc. Why should we allow the standard to be lowered by the ungodly for how we talk, live, behave and present ourselves?  If we are God’s daughters, then we are women of excellence!
What the Proverbs 31 woman makes and sells is valuable in any generation because godliness can never go out of style; it keeps its shape. It is secure and protected by God; it’s natural and healthy; it’s vigorous and passionate; it’s productive and generous, it’s beautiful and satisfying; it cannot fail or lose; it has no regrets.  

LINEN GARMENTS

“She makes linen garments and sells them, and supplies the merchants with sashes.”  Proverbs 31:24
Holy women of the past used to make the priestly garments for the temple’s priests; those who served and lived before the Lord in the temple day and night. Just like the temple had specifications in how it was to be built, the priestly garments also had to be made a certain way and with certain materials. The priestly garments did not come from the hands of gentiles; those who worshipped idols. These priests were clothed with dignity and honor by the hands of true worshippers of God.
In Proverbs 31:24 it says that godly women make garments and sell them. Why would the Lord make this point? How should this relate in our day? When you compare the Jew’s priestly garments (Exodus 28:1-5) with the armor of Christians (Ephesians 6:10-18) you can see similarities. 
Revelation 19:8 tells us the spiritual definition of “fine linen,” which is what most of the priestly garments were made out of – is what Christ’s bride (a.k.a. New Jerusalem) is given to wear in the spiritual sense. (Revelation 19:11-21:5) “Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.” 
The Levite priest’s body garments: turban, tunic, ephod, robe, sash, breast-piece, undergarments were to be made of fine linen in their various ways. (Exodus chapters 25, 28, 35 and 39) Symbolically fine linen stands for the “righteous acts of the saints.” Outer clothing is seen just like our actions are seen. Motives are like underwear hidden under our outer clothing (actions). God sees our motives but man only sees our actions. Under garments are not to be seen by the public as they protect the private/personal part of us. So it is with our intimacy with God: private and personal, matters of the heart. 
Right motives produce righteous behavior, but righteous behavior isn’t always understood by the ungodly. When the righteous speak out against wickedness, the wicked understand it to be wrong; they call it “hate speech” or “intolerance.” The undergarments of the wicked smell to God; their motives stink! Their outer clothing (actions and behavior) is nothing more than filthy rags to God.        
The priest’s underwear was not to be seen by anyone and neither was a priest to sweat as he performed his priestly duties. (Ezekiel 44:18) Fine linen undergarments allowed air-flow as they moved around doing the work of God. If the priest worked up a sweat it was that he was doing other things God didn’t tell him to do. Adam, God’s first priest rebelled against God’s instruction to him as God’s manager of His House, the family God. Adam’s (man’s) work then became toilsome. 
“To Adam he said, ‘Because you listened to your wife and ate from the tree….Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground…” Genesis 3:17-19
The work God assigned to Adam and His priests was not strenuous enough to sweat and Jesus explains why: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” (Matthew11:28-30) 
When we are doing the will of the Lord we have His ease of grace and His joy of approval.
When Jesus came the first time and entered His Father’s House the priests and teachers resented the conviction they felt when He reminded them of the Law that they were secretly disobeying. He exposed their hearts/undergarments. Instead of repenting before the Savior – they called Him a trouble-maker and blasphemer. Instead of humbling themselves they conspired to have Him hung on the cross. Instead of receiving their salvation at that time, they were made to wait and suffer till He returned. 
Jesus found disciples outside the temple to be intimate with, whom He taught and trained to carry on with His ministry after He left. And so the “Church” began that was made up of both Jew and Gentile, but just like Israel – the Church (for the most part) has compromised and become corrupt and disobedient to the Lord. The Holy Spirit, who is the Lord, has come to call His people to repentance and to be restored, but most just want to keep doing what they’ve always done, just like Israel did. There will be consequences.
The only time Jesus our Great High Priest sweated was when He carried the cross up the hill; a cross that represented all of the world’s rebellion; our guilt and not His.  
The world has a very low opinion of Christians and Christianity. Could it be that Christians are living the same way Israel was when the Lord came the first time? Have we turned our Father’s House into a den of robbers and idolaters? If Jesus came in to your church, what would He find? Would He even be allowed to speak?  Like Billy Graham said in the spring of 2013, “If the Holy Spirit were taken away many, many churches would carry on as usual.” 
The Lord says, “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm — neither hot nor cold — I am about to spit you out of my mouth. You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”  Revelation 3:14-22
Women of old understood how to clothe themselves with strength and dignity. Women today don’t when they walk around half dressed exposing that which is private and personal. We reveal what we think of ourselves by how we dress, talk, live and treat people. 
Dignity: Worthiness; nobility; loftiness of appearance or manner; stateliness; calm self possession and self respect; an exalted idea of one’s own importance. 
Is it true or not; are we the sons and daughters of the Most High God?  If you believe you are, then think, talk, act, work and plan ahead like it is true. It’s easy. What’s hard is when we try to be something or someone we’re not; when we try to fit in with the world; when we try to do work that God did not give us to do. Holy women of the past knew their value and the way it would be in the world at the time of the Lord’s return because they knew their God “intimately.” They kept His laws and love in their hearts, and His standard seen in their lives.

TRUE BEAUTY – WHO HAS IT?

Job’s sons would throw parties and invite their sisters over to eat and drink with them. Knowing this, Job would send for them afterwards and purify them [according to God’s way of purification then] in case they had sinned against the Lord. What sin/sins did Job think they had committed; drunkenness, lewd behavior, coarse joking, gluttony, sexual immorality? Eating and drinking socially should have a higher purpose so that “eating and drinking” does not get out of control. We see this in our society today where Christians (like the world) get together to just eat and drink in a fleshly way. If we remember to give thanks to the Lord, and that He is with us – then our eating and drinking won’t result in grieving the Spirit of the Lord. When Jesus sat down to eat and drink with His disciples – there was no need afterwards to purify the outcome. They had fun together but there were no personal regrets afterwards; no guilt. 
Job was the priest of his household; he took his godly responsibilities VERY serious as a father, husband and elder in the land because Job feared God and turned away from evil. (Job 1:1-5) This is why God called Job “blameless and upright.” 
After Job had lost everything (even his children but not his wife) and suffered severe physical affliction at the hand of the devil, God restored everything to Job double because what happened to Job was not Job’s fault. Job’s suffering showed Satan just how strong God’s love is in a man’s heart and how dedicated a man can be to God’s laws and standard. In all that was said, Job never sinned with his mouth. God does not hold self-pity and confusion against us. If we want to know ‘why,’ we can ask the Lord and perhaps the Lord will tell us why, but most the time the Lord “shows” us why. Not everyone who asks Him “Why?” is ready to hear the truth. (James 1:5) We have to go through some things first. 
God states that at the end of Job’s life, the daughters He restored to Job were more beautiful than the ones he lost; they were the most beautiful in all the land. (Job 42:15) What did God mean by this? What is true beauty in God’s opinion? God’s opinion should be ours also. I tend to believe that Job’s last daughters were more honorable than his first daughters. I say this because of what is said about the first ones heading over to their brother’s homes to eat and drink (party) whenever they called.
I also tend to believe that Job’s wife wasn’t a wise woman because of how she answered Job: “Are you still holding on to your integrity? CURSE GOD AND DIE!” (Job 2:9-10)  We see one of the reasons why God called Job a righteous man with the way he answered his wife: “You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?” 
Every man of God will go through times of loss and hardship and when your husband does - what will be said of you as his wife? What will God say about you? Maybe your husband has already gone through a time of sifting by Satan, or a time of suffering for his own sinfulness. How did you come through it as his “helpmate?” 
As a wife, what would your opinion of God be when God allows the devil to sift your husband for a while? God might not allow Satan to go to the extreme with you that He went with Job, but just the same we better believe the truth about God; that He loves the righteous and works for their good character and future destiny no matter what; that God is on His Throne and in control. 
When your husband is going through a tribulation (trial) of some kind he needs you to stand on the side of truth and holiness because he will be tempted to compromise or reject God altogether, if that were possible. Depending on what you have or don’t have [of the wisdom of God] can either help or hurt your husband as he goes through Satan’s sifting, or any difficult and despairing time in his life, whether it is his fault or not. And, who are we to judge that anyway? Who is without any fault?
As a wife, you don’t need to concern yourself with whether or not your husband is giving you the attention you would like to have. If you do what’s right God will be very attentive to you. Many wives suffer needlessly (along with their husbands) because they do not look to the Lord and what He has to say about what they are going through. They suffer because they look around instead of up.
We don’t need to lookout for our husband. God looks out for His men. Understanding how to pray for your husband and then praying it faithfully and quietly to the Lord – is a beautiful thing to God. But, mostly what we see with wives today is downright ugly.
Wives (women in general) have been trying to “work things out” on their own ever since Satan talked to Eve in the garden and got her to doubt her true identity and purpose in life. Sarah, Abraham’s wife, is mostly remembered for how she tried to get a son for Abraham; the son God promised him he would have in his later years with Sarah. Sarah was a beauty to look at but it took years of being Abraham’s wife for her inward beauty to be equalized with her outer beauty. 
How do you think Sarah’s perspective and attitude towards her husband would be viewed and treated today? She knew Abraham was called by God for a purpose so she submitted to Abraham even to the point of calling him, “Master.” Of course this is not speaking of a “slave-master,” rather that Sarah understood God’s leadership order for marriage and family. God will honor a wife or dishonor a wife for her view and treatment of the man she married. 
Holy women today have many contenders to face and stand against. But, one thing is for certain and that is when a proud worldly woman is in the presence of a confident virtuous woman – the worldly woman inwardly feels judged, even condemned by the godly woman without even one word spoken by the godly woman. This is because true beauty is about the inner person; the way we think and our secret desires, the belief in God we have and how we let our faith in God’s Word have its work in and out of us. 
I want to take 1 Peter 3:3-6 and state it a little differently, so that it relates in our day:
Your beauty does not come from you put on your body or do to the body –  such as face lifts, breast enlargements, tummy-tucks, tattoos, short skirts and see through blouses, body piercings, fake and fancy nails. Designer clothes and make-up might make you feel pretty on the outside, but what about the inside; the true you? Your beauty-treatments should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a tender and trusting spirit, which is of great value to your husband and of great worth to God. For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful. Their sparkle and happiness came from their submissive attitudes to their own husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master. You are her wise and noble daughters if you do what is right in God’s eyes, and do not fear for the foolish choices and ways of your husband. Fear will turn very ugly on you, so trust God instead. This affects everything.  
 
FAITHFUL INSTRUCTION

“She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue.” Proverbs 31:26
After the Israelites began to forsake the Lord (again), He gave them over to a king of Canaan. Deborah, a prophetess of the Lord, was serving at the time as judge in Israel’s civil disputes. (Judges 4) The fact that a woman (then) was “the judge” makes me wonder what had happened to the men. Deborah was a married woman, but nothing is mentioned about her husband except his name, Lappidoth. 
After Israel had been cruelly oppressed for twenty years the Lord told Deborah to send for Barak and instruct him to take Israel’s men and go up against king’s commander and army. The Lord assured that He would give Israel the victory, but when she delivered the Lord’s instruction to Barak – this is how he responded: “If you go with me, I will go; but if you don't go with me, I won't go.” Deborah replied, “I will go with you. But because of the way you are going about this, the honor will not be yours, for the Lord will hand your enemy over to a woman.” 
Two questions I have: Why couldn’t Barak hear the instruction of the Lord? And, what kind of man was Lappidoth, Deborah’s husband? From the way Barak responded I would assume that Barak (and the men of Israel) were afraid to revolt and fight their oppressors, even when the Lord promised them total victory. If God had not said to go against the king, then in trying to do so without Him would not have been a good idea. But, the Lord said to do so and that they would be victorious because He would be with them.   
What might have happened if Deborah had just prayed and waited for Barak or any other man to gain the courage to obey the call of the Lord? The common answer to this question is: “Then the people would’ve continued to be cruelly oppressed!” What is more important; that men would respond faithfully to the call of God or that God would end the oppression of His people? If God’s men would obey God then there would be no oppression; ultimately we would have an end to man’s inhumanity to man.  
If men don’t listen to what God says so they can do what should be done, then women will step up and take over. Sadly, it will more than likely be wicked women that see their opportunity to be in control. God approached Deborah already knowing what Barak’s response would be. But, in Deborah God found faith and courage to act in a timely manner for the good of God’s people.   
Queen Jezebel was a wicked woman who saw her opportunity when her husband (the king) became self-centered, passive and weak. She was able to take over (without God’s approval) because her husband, Ahab - Israel’s king, was not adhering to the will of God for the nation of Israel. Ahab listened to his wife (like Adam did Eve) and nothing good came from it. Queen Jezebel began killing all God’s ‘truthful’ prophets to prevent the truth and will of God from accomplishing the good it is intended to do for people and for nations. Satan used her to bring in her hellish hedonistic idol worship and to prevent God’s warnings to repent and obey His Word. As it goes, both King Ahab and Queen Jezebel’s lives ended without any value and honor. Jezebel became dog-meat for the street dogs. (2 Kings 9:34-37) Her name will always represent wickedness and is why the Lord tells the Church not to tolerate that evil spirit of hers in their homes and churches. (Revelation 2:20-24)  It’s why God tells men to lead their homes and societies in godliness; accountable to God and His laws and wisdom.
As women we often take over when we believe the men aren’t doing what they need to do, or so we assume by our limited view of life. God honored Deborah’s courage and faith in Him even though it wasn’t His perfect will for a woman to lead the men into battle. He gave Israel the victory through a woman because there was no man He could count on to obey His timely call on behalf of the nation. I wonder how it made the men in Israel’s army feel, following a woman into battle instead of a man. A man should be bothered by a woman leading him because it’s simply not right, according to God’s order of things. But, God will use women to shame men just as certainly as He has designed women to help men. 
God is every man’s covering. The Bible is clear on this. God created man in God’s image and for the glory of God. God created woman out of man and for man’s glory. Man was not created for woman but woman was created for man. (Genesis 2:20-23 and 1Corinthians 11:7-12) Virtuous women are not offended by this truth at all, but vicious women are. 
How God used Deborah in a man’s position is His right as Creator and His business as Ruler over all, and should not be considered every woman’s right to take the positions that God gave to men. Wise men are drawn to a woman with godly wisdom and the inner strength of her faith in God. This is of great worth to a wise man; that he have a wife of godly character; a wife that will not purposely humiliate him or fight with him. Wise women wait for the proper time to bring up their concerns and resentments with their husbands, after they have gone to the Lord about it for the understanding they need. You will never learn how to love your husband until you begin to love God’s ways and wisdom. If you go to God with your concerns and resentments you will see God do wonderful things because of your trust in Him. 
Women have been programmed to take their stand against their husbands until they get their husbands to obey them. We need to take our stand, but not against our husband. We need to take our stand against the devil who is working to put husbands and wives in conflict and competition with each other. As wives we should put on our spiritual ‘prayer’ armor and cut off the plans of the enemy against the unity of marriage and family.
If we speak ‘on our own’ without God’s approval then what we say will not be taken in the right way and not even be remembered. (John 7:16-18) Most the time our ‘silence’ is more convicting and thought-provoking. Wanting to have the last word in an argument or debate doesn’t allow God to have the last word with your husband.  The way you get the last word in – is with God in prayer.  
“The lips of the righteous nourish many. The lips of the righteous know what is fitting.” Proverbs 10:21 and 32
Faithful instruction is what you can expect to receive from a woman of God – all the time. One reason the laws and principles of God are not commonly applied and taught is because the wisdom of God is not understood. For example: Johnny’s mother tells him that it is wrong to tell a lie, but can Johnny’s mother make [6 year old] Johnny understand why lying is wrong so that he will not want to lie again? What is the fear that Johnny needs? The legitimate fear of mom or dad’s painful discipline will only work for Johnny so long and then what? If Johnny’s teen age friends all lie and get away with it, then what is there ‘in Johnny’ to prevent Johnny from going along with his friends? When Johnny reaches adulthood and he’s caught lying how will Johnny perceive getting caught in a lie? 
We can know what God calls “unacceptable behavior” by reading the Ten Commandments of “thou shall not’s,” but unless we have God’s wisdom behind His commandments we will be more likely to break His commandments without thought of consequence; how it will affect our future and the lives of others. 
God says that His laws are written on our hearts (Romans 2:14-16) because we know the right things to do and the wrong things to say. Whether we do the right thing or say the right thing is up to us. The Holy Spirit gives us the power to do the right thing and say the right thing - all the time, especially when we are being tempted in the other way.   
Jesus teaches us wisdom here: “Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces.” (Matthew 7:6) The Holy Spirit will guide us in how to use our knowledge of God so that it produces good fruit. There’s a time for everything. We need wisdom to know the right time to speak with faithful instruction to our spouse, children, friends and strangers. But, even when we say or do what is right at the right time – it doesn’t guarantee that you will get the response you hoped for; it doesn’t guarantee that you won’t be hated or persecuted for it either. God will reward your obedience to Him and His Word. And, just because they hate you now for speaking the truth or for doing the right thing that makes them feel guilty or foolish – doesn’t mean that their hate or resentment will persist. One sows, one waters, but God makes everything (and everyone) grow. 
The Bible teaches us that in the last days the craving for information, pleasure and acceptance pushes away godly wisdom. The wise become more cautious with what they say and do in public; godly wisdom protects them. (Proverbs 4:6) It is becoming more critical to know the proper words or actions that are needed at a given moment. (Proverbs 2:6-12) If we are not careful to keep our actions in step with the Holy Spirit, yielding to Him before we speak – we will provoke a verbal beating or be sentenced to jail time. (Proverbs 14:3) 
Many of God’s servants get tripped up because we have more knowledge than godly wisdom. (Daniel 11:33-35 and 12:3-4 and 10) The misuse of knowledge is destructive. There is a danger (destructive power) that goes along with acquiring too much knowledge before we know how to use what we know in the right way. What we see today are people with a lot of knowledge but without good judgment in how to apply it and use it.
As God’s people we need to know what God is up to; what His purpose is in our day and then join Him in His work. To be honest, I’ve spoken and acted on my own too many times and suffered for it – so that I am more careful now to call on the Lord and wait on the Lord. Waiting is not my strong suit, but learning to wait on the Lord purifies the heart; it reveals my impurities and matures me in Christ’s righteousness and faithfulness.  
“I, wisdom, dwell together with prudence; I possess knowledge and discretion. To fear the Lord is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech. Counsel and sound judgment are mine; I have understanding and power. I love those who love me, and those who seek me find me. With me are riches and honor, enduring wealth and prosperity.” Proverbs 8:12-18

PURE OR CULTURED

Godly wisdom costs what you don’t ever want back again. Once you start experiencing the advantages and enjoying the wealth of godly wisdom you will see that what you had before and were holding on to so tightly wasn’t all that great and it wasn’t going to get you were you really wanted to be. 
“Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.” Proverbs 31:30
God describes the twelve gates of his kingdom as twelve single pearls. (Revelation 21:21) Why does He describe the entrances to His kingdom this way? 
NOTE: For centuries the pearl has been highly valued as an object of incomparable beauty. The word “pearl” has become a symbol for something very rare, fine, admirable and valuable. The pearl represents purity, innocence, chastity and is why it is often seen on bridal gowns, or worn as jewelry by brides. The pearl is the oldest known gem, and for many centuries it was considered the most valuable. The pearl is unlike other gems which are treated before they are ready to be sold. The form of a ‘natural’ pearl is God’s design, untreated by man in any way. The most valuable pearls occur spontaneously in the wild (hands off) and so they are extremely rare. Cultured (treated) pearls make up the majority of those that are currently sold, but their quality of iridescence is poor, unlike natural pearls. Artificial pearls are easily distinguishable from genuine pearls. Pearls develop from the constant irritation of ‘grit,’ and the result over time is extremely valuable and beautiful. 
Jesus said that the “pure in heart” will see God (Matthew 5:8) and that nothing impure will enter His Kingdom. (Revelation 21:27) He referred to the kingdom of God as a merchant looking for costly pearls.  (Matthew 13:45-46) He is looking for pure pearls not cultured pearls. How do you know which you are? Are you willing to part with anything – to have Jesus? Are you willing to leave anyone – to walk with the Lord? Are you willing to quit whatever opposes God’s will for you?  Have you left someone or something that was competing for your love and service to your Savior and King? If your answers are, “Yes!” then you are one that Jesus ‘knows’ as having been worth all He went through to die on that cross.  
Jesus Christ which will make those who love and obey Him rich in every way. In Christ we have everything we need for every good work; we have more than enough in order to be content and to make us happy now and forever. 
Satan, the god who designed the wisdom for this world, has NOT told the foolish what he’s really up to, but the wise of God have been given eyes to see, ears to hear, and a sound mind that knows what Satan’s is up to. God’s Word and Spirit alerts them to his schemes and deceptive ways so that they are not caught unaware or off guard, but ready to do battle knowing that in Christ – the victory is already won. 
If a fool were to become aware of Satan’s deep dark secrets against him/her - the fool would become wise by running to Jesus Christ and never never never looking or turning back to be deceived and used that way again. (Genesis 19:26 and Luke 9:62) 
There was something about Satan’s city of Sodom that was hard for Lot and his wife to part with. When Lot and his family first moved to Sodom I’m sure Lot and his wife were captivated by what they saw, but what they didn’t see is what ruined their good judgment so that they lost everything they had built there for themselves, barely escaping the flames of God’s judgment themselves. Lot’s wife did not take the warning and instruction of the Lord’s two messengers seriously, as she looked back at the city and turned to a pillar of salt. Lot and his wife moved to Sodom for what the city had to offer them, instead of moving to Sodom for what God had to offer that city – so He would not have to destroy it.
The fool builds his/her life on things that are neither pure (holy) nor reliable (ever-changing). But, the wise build their lives and families in the Lord Jesus Christ for He is the Eternal Holy One. He never changes in character or purpose. “If what you have built survives, you will be rewarded. If it is burned up, you will suffer loss; you yourself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.” 1 Corinthians 3:13-15  
Although the woman of God is mocked for her purity, she pities mockers for how foolish they are and for how they will suffer great losses. (Proverbs 9:12) She pities them and so she prays for them. When a woman of vanity and charm feels conviction in the presence of a Proverbs 31 woman; she will even become argumentative and hostile. There is no agreement or peace between a worldly godless woman and a virtuous God-fearing woman.   
The virtuous woman has a good understanding of what her purity with God will result in. She is kept from the trouble and disgrace that her opponent lives with. If we are foolish enough to use the grace and gifts of God in the wrong way it will become evident; it’s just a matter of time. Those that are pure in heart know the line that should not be crossed. Their heart belongs to Jesus and He has captured them completely with His love and promises. He is her first and last love. 
The Proverbs 31 woman knows what is at stake should she give in to the slightest temptation to use her feminine charm or to use her female form to get what she wants from any man. She is a woman of integrity; deception and manipulation is not her way. Nobility is in her even when she has been humiliated and pushed down by the wicked. She knows where her strength and justification come from and HE will lift her up on His Day.     
I am convinced that there will be a separation that the Lord makes; a separation of those who only went as far as Calvary with Him from those who went the full distance with Him to the end of their life. (Matthew 25:32-46) Christians are supposed to lead people to Jesus while shaping civilization with the way they live for the Lord, but it’s obvious that the world has had more influence on the Church than the Church has had on the world. 
One morning when I was about to pray the thought came to ask the Lord how He is doing. You know, like we ask those we love and care about? His people – the Church – are His body. When we are sick and diseased doesn’t He feel it? When we have tripped up and fallen hard (into sin), skinned our knees and elbows so deep they bleed – does He not feel that? When we are robbed and beaten up (allowing the enemy a way in to do that), is the Lord not affected by this?  When we reach that ripe old age and lose the strength to physically live, how does the Lord feel about that?  What about the loss of our loved ones? Does He feel our loss and grief? 
By what Christ sees and knows of His Body today – how do you think He’s doing? Do you think He’s grieving over all those He’s forgiven but who are not in relationship and fellowship with Him? Do you think He can really enjoy the few who are walking with Him – when other parts of His Body are about to be cut off (amputated) from Him?  What is my responsibility to you, and yours to me – as the Body of Christ? What is my responsibility to those God puts in my path that need to hear my testimony of Him? What is your responsibility to your husband and children; to your family?   
This is what it means [to me] to fear the Lord; that at the end of my life I would be ashamed to face Him because I did not take my God-given responsibilities to heart and did little to nothing with what He gave me. 

HOUSEHOLD AFFAIRS

The woman God honors and crowns “watches over the affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness.” (Proverbs 31:27) This involves more than we realize, but it is well within our ability and means. 
Women should be very involved with all the things that concern their husbands and children. Meddle at home where you have the right to, but not outside your home in someone else’s affairs. Meddle: intrude, pry, intervene and butt in. For a mother of adult children, this is hard not to do when she sees things that grieve her. It’s even harder for grandparents.
I can’t tell you how many times I have found ‘prayer’ to be the answer to my grief and anger. There is no better way to watch over the affairs of your children’s households after they move out of your home, marry and begin their own families - than to bring your heartache to the Lord, as well as your praise. What better hands can you put them in than the Lord’s? But you must be patient to wait on the Lord to work and turn things around.
“The Lord is righteous in all his ways and loving toward all he has made. The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them. The Lord watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy.” Psalms 145:17-20
God is eager to see everyone in ‘His’ household productive so that He can prosper them. God has given us the means with which to be prosperous, but so often we use that means for wickedness, or we do other less noble things with His blessings. He has put talents in us and given us the ability to imagine, dream and come up with great ideas (some ideas that He even gives us). God has given us His Spirit so that we can do the right things with what He has given us; even do what we never thought we could do: the humanly impossible things. 
As a young girl and young wife I never wanted to seek employment out in the world. I never understood why I didn’t have that motivation (as if I was supposed to). I thought I was lazy and fearful, UNTIL the Lord began speaking to me about my purpose as His daughter; as a wife and mother. It was then that I understood why I was never motivated to work out in the world, like my single mother had to and like worldly women do who want so many things and positions in this world. I had many different kinds of jobs, but none of them were what I was meant to do with the wealth inside me that my Father gave me. I see so many girls and wives today, actually almost all of them, wasting away because they do not understand their purpose in life; they are misusing what their heavenly Father put in them for their good future. 
Christian women today live very worldly lives because they do not know who they really are. Like Lot’s wife looked back at Sodom when God set it on fire, they turn hard and useless (a pillar of salt). When I began doing what I was meant to do, I thrived! Lazy? Fearful? No way! Even in our times of tribulation, I was full of expectant hope from God that it was going to work for our good in some way, and it certainly did. I kept watching for the Lord to show off His strength and purpose on our behalf, and He did! He did because we believed in Him; we believed He would do exactly what He told us He would do. 
I absolutely love the life God planned for me; the life that I have been living ever since Mike and I were married in 1975, actually ever since I first met Jesus and gave my life to him – four months before Mike and I were married.  But, the Lord has also shown me over these fulfilled years that I’ll have to deny or give up some things – to keep living it. The pull of the world is very strong, isn’t it?  
When we begin to be drawn back into the world – the Lord presents us with a fork in the road. It will require a choice to be made if you want to live with your Father’s provision and protection on you and your household. It might mean that you stop pushing your way on some issue and submit to your husband. It might mean you separate from a worldly friend or loved one. It might mean you quit your job. It might mean that you pull your children out of public school to home-school them. It might mean you move to a smaller home and learn to live on less. It might mean that you stay with husband and learn to be his helpmate. It might mean that you stop going to your church’s women’s meetings, or ‘ladies nights out.’  It might mean that you stop watching so much television or spending so much time texting your friends and working on Facebook. It might mean that you go on a fast so you can hear what the Holy Spirit is trying to say to you. To be a virtuous woman that God honors – will take sacrifice and obedience all through your life. 
Women who are not doing what they should do, what they are designed to do, are the most miserable women. Women who feel like they are useless or worthless are the most unfulfilled women. Miserable unfulfilled women, at any age, are a hazard. Ask any man who is married to one; to a woman who puts the blame on her husband for why she feels unfulfilled and miserable. She might not come right out and say it, but she thinks it. Don’t think you will get away with those evil thoughts either. God does not punish our thoughts; He punishes our wicked actions that come from those thoughts. God has given us His Spirit and His truth (the Bible) so we can catch our thoughts and correct them before they become deeds or battles that we will regret. 
I am a firm believer that the way you get out of your misery and the addictions that develop from being unfulfilled and miserable – is to serve others. Serving makes you feel valuable and fulfilled. When you feel valuable you don’t have time to feel miserable. This is what Jesus taught to His disciples; that in giving of themselves they would not only feel better, but be called great in His coming kingdom. In strengthening others we are strengthened ourselves.
Just because the children have grown up and have left home doesn’t mean that you don’t have something productive to do; that there is no more in you of worth. It’s there, it’s just dormant waiting for its season to bloom and prosper. So call on the Lord and wait on the Lord to open that door that no one can shut! 
Being a good manager of your household means that you help your husband with what God gave him to do as the provider, protector and spiritual leader of the family. It means that you work to help your children achieve their dreams and God-given potential. This takes godly wisdom and self-denial, each and every day. Most women do not have this perspective anymore and it is rarely seen in the Lord’s churches throughout the world of so many evil agendas. God put the “family” on the earth first and told them to rule over all the earth with His mind, heart and favor. Mind you, He didn’t put two men or two women in the Garden of Eden. Otherwise, how would His command to multiply and be fruitful have been a reality?  
Oh how very wicked we have become when we kill babies in the womb for our own guilt, convenience and financial profit; when we give the same honor and rights to homosexuality that marriages between a man and a woman have, then give homosexuals the right to adopt children and raise them to be homosexuals. 
When God decides to judge a nation it’s because their cup of inequity is full. His judgments are right because He is holy. His punishment on our rebellious wickedness is cleansing and purifies the contaminated. 
Every single day your children are interacting with other people. They are connecting with things they can’t see; things hidden but real. They are developing thought patterns and behavior patterns. They are starting, developing and ending relationships. Your children are involved with people and dealing with things that you need to know about as a parent; that you need to be involved with on their behalf; that you need to be in control of for their sake. There are people, places and teachers that your children need you to protect them from. 
There are evil spirits that are at work around your husband and children (as well as yourself) that you need to be aware of as a godly wife and mother whom God holds responsible for managing her household. Women are more sensitive to the demonic. We know this by what Eve ‘learned’ in the garden. The thing that made us fall is the thing we are wise to. 
We have all received hard and hateful words (curses) in our growing up. Sadly, most harsh and hateful words come from the ones we love and trust: our mother, father, grandparent, brother or sister. We have all inherited attitudes and lifestyles from our parents and grandparents that are wicked instead of godly. As born-again believers in Jesus Christ we have the power and authority of His Name and Spirit to proclaim and command over ourselves and our children and grandchildren the truth and will of God; to see it come to pass. 
There is power in the agreement of prayer; especially agreeing with God and His Word. (Matthew 18:18-20)  Evil is more intense than ever and it’s only going to get worse, before it ends. We need to see the “spiritual” battle for our children and grandchildren and get in the battle with prayer over them, especially praying in agreement with our husband or they will get picked off before we know how it happened. We need to remain in the trenches for them, day after day, year after year, so they are capable of fighting the enemy on their own; knowing how to stand against the forces of darkness and to be victorious. But, some of us adults still haven’t learned how to stand and be victorious. What a shame when we have no excuse in the Lord. Most of the church of Jesus Christ is not prepared for what is coming; not emotionally or spiritually, and not even physically.
Fallacy: Little children need a social life outside the family. Truth: Little children don’t need to learn anything outside of what they learn from their mom and dad, grandparents and aunts and uncles who are looking out for their best interest. Brothers and sisters and cousins (and supervised neighbor children) are more than enough of a “social life” for any child.  It is harmful when children have too many people and voices in their lives. Before their circle of influence increases they need to know some things that they can only learn at home with the few who are truly looking out for their good (good, by God’s definition only); parents who know that their child belongs to the Lord first and foremost. 
I watch the children of each of our three children interact with each other at home or at our house when we keep them. I watch our grandchildren interact when they all get together (10 of them ages 4-12); which is often, thank You Lord! There’s more than enough challenges for their mental and physical abilities to be developed under our management. Too much challenge, too early in their lives is harmful, even for most teenagers. Fight the propaganda that tells you otherwise.
I don’t know of one ‘culture’ in our world of national laws and systems where this thinking is the tradition and practice anymore. Rulers and governments are unholy and is why the Holy One is coming again. It’s only in single households within these nations that you will find this godliness practiced by the strong conviction of saints. But, the day is coming when peace and righteousness will be the inspiration behind every custom and culture. Imagine that.   
Fallacy: Children need to be sent to public school; the earlier the better. Truth: Children are to learn from their parents at home until they are “of age.” What age? The wise will know what the age is for each child, because the wise listen to their children’s heavenly Father. There is a firm foundation we need to form in our children, to strengthen them before they learn anything else. 
“The Lord will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich store of salvation and wisdom and knowledge; the fear of the Lord is the key to this treasure.” Isaiah 33:6
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of all knowledge; it brings wealth, honor and life; it is a fountain of life and adds length to life. (Proverbs 1:7, 22:4, 14:27, 10:27)  Knowledge of God is first and foremost before the knowledge of anything else. 
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. For through me your days will be many, and years will be added to your life. If you are wise, your wisdom will reward you; if you are a mocker, you alone will suffer.” Proverbs 9:10-12
When you send your little one off to the public school do you know what you are starting in him or her? Putting them outside your home and in someone else’s care each day forces them to turn to other people instead of to you their parent. It teaches them to depend on people that they shouldn’t depend on. It forces them to take liberties they shouldn’t have yet. Wherever a child is placed each day, there they will learn and it may not be the knowledge of good, but rather the knowledge of evil. Children need a strong godly foundation first before they are confronted with worldliness, or else they will become worldly. This is the “holy fear” you should keep. Mockers reject holiness; they are friends of the world, not friends of the Lord.
God is watching over His Household and He strengthens and rewards the woman who honorably watches over hers. She can confidently do all she desires to do for her family (and servants) because her sufficiency comes from God alone, and the confidence her husband has in her empowers her all the more. She does not listen to people who tell her that she is incapable of mothering or teaching her own children, no matter what mistakes she has made. She does not hang around women of the world who oppose the idea of any woman being the helpmate of their husband.
Children are confused and frustrated when forced to live in two different houses, as in a divorce. Children take on inward struggles that a child is not prepared for. They now have to figure out how to live with a stranger or with two or more strangers if other children are there. Children are left on their own to find a way to make sense of all this inner chaos that their parents have caused. Parents who divorce after having children together – are very self-centered people unless their divorce is due to abuse or adultery, but even these can be corrected if the two are willing to go to the Lord with it. 
Psychiatrists can not correct what’s lies deep inside a child when the child has been let down by both parents. Only Jesus Christ can, and psychiatrists would be wise to know this and use their knowledge of Jesus Christ to help the people who come to them. Children have far more going on inside of them than we realize. Children lose more in a divorce than their parents do. Just like the devil leads a husband and wife to divide and divorce, the devil deceives them to believe that their child or children will be fine eventually.
No matter what the offense or circumstance, Jesus can save us from our sin, deliver us from evil and liberate any child, teenager and parent from their misery and guilt of the past. It’s what He does best! And there’s no one else, no organization, no system – that can do what He can do. 
Children don’t know how to express what they feel deep inside, and for most children they are not allowed to buck the system (of parent or school) without being punished for it. Why would Christian parents put their Christian children into schools that don’t allow Christianity to be mentioned or taught? Why should a little child be denied his/her God-given right to learn and talk about their Creator and Savior? God always shows us a way to do the right thing; that is if we really want to do the right things for our children. 
Little children won’t buck the school’s rules, so they don’t talk about Jesus Christ and what God means to them; they’re afraid of getting in trouble, so they remain silent. Is this right? If it’s not right, then why are your children in these places? As parents who put our children in these so-called “schools” what are we really teaching our children; that secular things are more important than godly things? Is this what God told us to do with our children? 
As parents we are to look for ways to open our children’s eyes, ears, minds, hearts and hands to the Lord. They have incredible faith. In fact, Jesus tells us that we need have the faith of a child. They may not be able to read the Bible yet, but they can certainly be saved and filled with the Holy Spirit at a very young age. I have seen it with some of my grandchildren. All it takes is a parent who understands what is most important in their life. 
Children can not change the hateful situation they find themselves in; they can only grin and bear it, but it will take its toll on them. You and your husband both brought a child into the world and so you both are responsible to raise and protect that child. You need to fix what is wrong in your marriage, get over your selfish self and get on with more important things like raising children for the Lord. Your marriage is not about the two of you only, and what you want out of this world. Become a servant and watch those selfish feelings begin to fade. Love never fails.  
NO WONDER Jesus strongly rebuked the disciples when they tried to keep the children from getting too close to Jesus when he was teaching the adults. He said something like this, “Do not make these children suffer anymore than they are; let them come to me for I am their eternal security and they have my heart. I will defend them. Let them come to me so they will know who really loves them and died for them and that I will never forget them. You don’t have their best interest in heart like I do.” 
Parents forget about their children when they choose the wrong solution for their problems; when they choose to go the way of world instead of the way of God. Our choices affect more than ourselves. A child knows when he has been left out and the only way he may know how to express it is through angry disobedience and the older he gets - the further away from you he’ll go (in heart mostly) because they have never been made to feel valuable or secure. 
In a culture where parents (people) are ‘self-absorbed,’ children are not the priority, not in the way that it truly matters that is. In most cultures people (parents) have a warped idea of what is good for their children. They listen to those who have been a part of shaping and furthering these degraded cultures instead of listening to the Word of God and doing what is right. For the most part, parents aren’t even thinking of their children’s future or their grandchildren’s future; not in the way they should; not in the way God does and will hold all parents and grandparents accountable for. 
Children will either grow up to be a benefit to society or a burden to society. Your household is your honor as a wife and mother. So take a genuine interest in all of them, remembering where we will all end up at the end of our lives – facing God. 
As mothers (and fathers) we need our senses ‘heightened’ to ‘rightly’ assess and judge each and every affair of the family and home conditions. We need to be patient instead of hasty with our words, decisions and actions. God has given us His Holy Spirit so that our senses (feeling, seeing, hearing, smelling and tasting) can be heightened; so that we can feel what we need to feel, see what we need to see, hear what needs to be heard, smell evil lurking about, and taste the goodness of God - for He has given us all things to richly enjoy. The family is the greatest enjoyment in life, but to look out in the world today I don’t think very many of us have understood this or even believe it.
Is your family your greatest enjoyment? If not, ask God to help you and show you the way to make it so and then get busy managing your household in the way God told us to; the noble way. 

BREAD OF IDLENESS

The Scriptures say that the Proverbs 31 Woman “does not eat the bread of idleness.” (Proverbs 31:27) Why does the Lord use the phrase “eat the bread” of idleness? Bread is for “eating and absorbing” like teaching is for “taking in and processing.” Bread has a maker; a bread-maker. So, obviously the Lord is giving us the insight here about “idleness;” that it has a “bread-maker.” One might think the definition of “idleness” is to do nothing or to have nothing to do, but to actually do nothing is not at all possible. We are always doing something otherwise we do not exist, but what we learn to do, or are taught to do will determine whether we have misused and squandered our days of light or forfeited what could’ve been.    
We take in (or eat) teaching and then digest it to strengthen our intellect in the same way we take in bread and digest it to strengthen our body. How we think – is how we will behave, prepare and work, which in turn influences other people, especially our children who grow on what we feed and teach them. 
What goes in – comes out; garbage in – garbage out. If the teaching of truth and righteousness are taken in day to day – it will have a good outcome in your life and in your children’s lives, all the more, as they follow your lead. 
Another aspect of idle is: “lazy.” To be lazy causes you to miss your opportunities in life to develop your potential for godliness and greatness. It’s easier to be lazy, going along with the thinking and ways of the world, than to be heavenly minded, seeking the good of Christ’s kingdom in all you do. If we don’t understand who we are and what we are designed to do with the life God has given us then anything else we give our thoughts to, and our time and strength to – is worthless in view of eternity and of holy eternal things that are yet to come. 
“Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things….and the peace of God shall be with you.” Philippians 4:8-9
Idleness and idolatry go hand in hand. The devil works hard to make us think and do foolish and worthless things each day; to get us to waste our lives. Idolaters, although very active and productive, have nothing to be praised or rewarded for at the end of their life. God has the last word. What your friends and loved ones say about you at your funeral is not the last word about the outcome of your life. We can receive the praise and rewards of men, but we should live for the praise and reward from the holy eternal Judge of all men’s works and words. 
Idleness (like idolatry) has false expectations; a hope for this earthly life alone. Eternal life is what God created us for that this earthly life prepares us for. What we did with God’s Son, God’s Word and God’s Spirit determines whether we live eternally with God or eternally separated from God – in the eternal lake of fire where those who didn’t think and believe that their life was more than food and fun, fame and fortune, and friends and family.    
I’m reminded of how Jesus spoke and taught everywhere He went with His disciples. Jesus referred to Himself as the bread of Heaven. His teaching (bread) was so nourishing that it drew crowds of people wherever He went. Jesus told the woman at the well that His water would never let her thirst again. Those words of life sent her running into town to tell everyone about Him. People believed in Him as the result. Jesus told His disciples that they knew nothing about His “food” because His food was to do the will of His Father who sent Him, and as of yet He had not commissioned them to do the same, only to walk with Him, taking it all in for their faith in Him to grow up holy and fruitful for His kingdom. 
The custom and culture in our home does not have to be the same culture and customs of the land we live in. You might have a career that allows you to have all the things you want, but it’s an idle career if your business principles and personal goals don’t have “eternity” in mind. You might be a high government official, but unless your position there supports the kingdom of God with godly values and godly laws you are in an idle position and wasting your time and strength. You might be a soldier or the highest ranking officer in your country’s military service, and even winning a war, but you have gained nothing because the purpose for that war and for being in that military position – is not high enough; not noble by God’s standard. You might be a church pastor with thousands of active members and still be idle, feeding your members the bread of idleness because the kingdom you are building is your own earthly one, not Christ’s. You might be the wealthiest person in the world, but have nothing of value being stored in heaven by what your offered to your Father? You might have spent thousands of dollars on a college degree, but if you don’t have the heavenly wisdom to know the right things to do with all that heady knowledge – then you have been idle all those years in college.  
People who live for what the world has to offer them and for the desires of their pride and flesh are idolaters. They will come to the end of their physical life to ‘regretfully’ and ‘painfully’ find that it was all for nothing, meaningless.  
Nothing good can come out of worrying about your future, although it is wise to consider and plan for your future as you trust in the Lord who commands your destiny. God wants you to worship and depend on Him so that others can come to know how GREAT HE IS by viewing your way of life and hearing your praises about God’s faithfulness to you. Our children need to taste the goodness and grace of the Lord in what we teach them in word and deed; in how we live. People need to see true Christianity. For the most part, what the world has seen of modern day Christianity is pretty tasteless and just too hard to swallow. 

BREAD OF SINCERITY AND TRUTH

“Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take it; this is my body.’ Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all drank from it. He said, ‘This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many…’” Mark 14:22-25
Eating this bread that represented His sacrifice made them partakers of His suffering as living sacrifices for God’s glory. The kingdom life; the abundant life Jesus said He came to give us, is the life we live with the same values, goals and customs of our Lord. Jesus did not give us His Spirit so that we could continue to live after the patterns of our pagan cultures, but rather so that we could live a holy life; pleasing and acceptable to our Father. 
“The wicked man will see and be vexed, he will gnash his teeth and waste away; the longings of the wicked will come to nothing.” Psalms 112:10 
What does the wicked man see that makes him cringe? “The plans of the righteous are just.”  (Proverbs 12:5)  God fulfills the longings of the righteous because they have the right heart and mind. Their plans benefit others in the way of God’s kingdom and so He is pleased to help them succeed in everything they put their mind and hands to. 
The Holy Spirit shows us how to live for Christ’s kingdom within any culture. The wise woman makes her home a place where the culture outside is not the culture inside. Her husband watches over his family and home life like a mighty warrior defending the most valuable things of life. Their children are happy at home; they feel safe and secure there. Her husband rushes home where true wealth and riches are waiting for him to enjoy. 
The hearts and homes of the upright are blessed and favored by God because they know the difference between the bread of idleness and the bread of truth. Women can do many things that impress all kinds of people of high standing in their community, and things that can even get them a promotion or gold medal for some achievement, but if sincerity with God if lacking – all that they have accomplished is for naught. 
Question: Is God’s ‘permissive’ will more active in your life than His ‘perfect’ will? In the mind of the Proverbs 31 woman there are absolutely no “gray areas” or “unsure” matters because God has not denied anyone the truth and light. She believes that there is no middle ground of compromise that will benefit anyone. 
“Therefore let us keep the Festival, not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with bread without yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth.” 1 Corinthians 5:8
Godly mothers leave their fingerprints on society through their children. A mother is doing right by God and her children not to allow the wickedness of the culture to leave its imprint on her children. To the honorable woman who fears the Lord, there is no cause for compromise; for there is no confusion in her mind about it. 
I had to apologize to my adult first-born son for my lack of spiritual perception and diligence to what God was trying to show me about my children when he was in the third grade. The school bus stopped right out in front of our home, but this particular day the bus didn’t stop. I went out and found him hiding around side of our home. I asked him why he didn’t get on the bus and he told me he didn’t want to go to school. I asked him why but he couldn’t give me a reason, he was just afraid to go. I kept him home that day.
I had to take my crying son to school the next day and walk him up to his classroom teacher asking her if she knew why he was afraid to come to school. (He had never done this before.) I asked her if she knew anything that had happened to him in the classroom or out on the playground. She didn’t have a clue. Every morning my husband and I prayed for him, over him, and to the Lord about him. We spoke God’s Word over him; we did everything that we knew to do to calm his fear. 
The principal even checked in with the bus driver and there was nothing we could find that could’ve happened on the bus either. The principal and I agreed that I would drive him to school and leave him with her and then she would take him to his class after he had calmed down. This went on for weeks. I can’t tell you how this broke my heart to have to leave him in that place day after day. But, why did I believe I had to? Why was I convinced that public school was where he (or all of our children) should be? 
After some weeks our son didn’t fight it anymore. We never figured out what was ‘wrong’ that he would carry on that way. It was a complete mystery to us all.
About thirty years later the Lord revealed it me: Our son’s fear back then was “holy” fear; his spirit was in conflict with the spirit controlling the public schools. God was trying to show me something about where my children were each day; in a progressive ‘pagan’ education system. So I asked the Lord, “Why didn’t You just come right out and say that to me, back then?!” 
Like most “Christian” mothers who still have the culture in them that they grew up in, I was still lacking God’s perspective and will for my children. I was ignorant of my duty to my little children to protect them from false teaching and false teachers before they were able to discern truth and falsehood with a sincere heart for the Lord. When the public schools no longer want children to remember the Lord Jesus Christ and what He did for us on the cross; when they don’t want any teaching about what God says and the Bible says – what should you do?  
As an immature woman I didn’t understand the rights God gave parents along with the abilities to teach and raise their own children with accountability to God and not any government, system or self-centered man. It wasn’t until our third-born child (daughter) was in junior high school that I understood this treasured “secret” of who I am according to my heavenly Father and to my husband and children. For what does a wife and mother gain for having her children raised in the worldly systems that the Lord tells us to “come out of?” 
Where there is a will – there is a way; God will make a way for those who choose to do His perfect and acceptable will; for those who choose the way of sincerity and truth.

THE HOME OF THE JUST

The Bible has been called all sorts of things by the proud and ignorant, and yet it continues to live on by changing one life and home after another; keeping every generation of the righteous aiming for their heavenly reward. If you have a Bible and the “indwelling” Spirit of God then you have no excuse for not knowing what you should know as a child of God. Ignorance is Satan’s breeding ground. People perish in their ignorance because they have rejected the truth and the grace of God. Their ignorance isn’t of the Gospel of Jesus Christ that has come to all; their ignorance is of the deception they are in for why they are sinners in need of the Savior. No one will stand before the Lord with an excuse for their ignorance concerning God and His Son: the Gospel of salvation. 
The Lord will not hold you accountable to what anyone else wants you to know that opposes His Word to you, only to what the Holy Spirit for you to heed. Jesus and His apostles all warned us:
“I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. As for you, the anointing you received from Jesus Christ remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing (Holy Spirit) teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit — just as it has taught you, remain in him. And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when Jesus Christ appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming. If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him.” 1 John 2:26-29
The faithful woman knows all God’s promises and she won’t forfeit one of them. She will not be tempted to doubt that God will make good all His promises in time. This is why she is most considerate, content, cautious and confident. 
“For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was preached among you….was not ‘Yes’ and ‘No,’ but in him it has always been ‘Yes.’ For no matter how many promises God has made, they are ‘Yes’ in Christ. And so through him the ‘Amen’ is spoken by us to the glory of God.” 2 Corinthians 1:19-20
The woman that God honors can make ‘accurate’ judgments about herself, about the culture she lives in, about her children, about her marriage, about her future, about her friends, about everything – because she lives by God’s order and promises. She is a live-in student of the Holy Spirit where He instructs her about her family and home, and the blessings of the upright. Her daily attendance is perfect because in her opinion she has no better teacher. 
Who is teaching you? Who are you allowing to teach your children? What are you and your children feeding your spirit and soul each day? What do you think the Father means when He says He will present a blameless Church-bride to His Son? To be blameless in God’s opinion means that you learned what God wanted you to learn through trials and tribulation; that you were faithful to Jesus Christ
I believe that hospitality is what makes Christianity spread so affectionately. Sadly, the church building has replaced the homes of Christians. Hospitality is not about setting up morning coffee and pastries before the Sunday morning service. It’s not about having parties in your home. Hospitality is not even about opening your home for prayer meetings or Bible studies, as necessary as that is. The Lord’s idea of hospitality is opening your home and family to someone the Lord wants in your home because of what they will receive and learn in your home that they wouldn’t otherwise. The homes of God’s people are to always be ready for visitors and guests, even strangers. The home of the just is pleasant and peaceful.
Since women don’t see their homes as the Lord sees their homes they keep busy with the ministries in the church building than keeping busy in their own homes. “Come to my church!” has replaced “Come to my home!” We have even made the church service the way and place to invite people to Jesus. 
Before Adam and Eve were even created by God there was family and home in the life of the Trinity of God. They honored and preferred one another and joyfully worked together to fulfill their dream to extend the good life and love they share – with endless generations. So God created them male and female in His image. If you love the Lord God then you have a yearning to know Him intimately and excitement when you meet another member of God’s household, and zeal for bringing another one in to God’s family.
After all the Lord has done for us to secure us with Him forever, does He have fellowship in your home? Is He free to have people over in your home where they are treated as His guests? In the home of the righteous is where the Lord gets to do what He most enjoys doing: to bless people. “The house of the righteous contains great treasure.” (Proverbs 15:6a) 
Do you live before the Lord day and night with your conversations, activities and plans at home? Do your children feel the Lord’s presence in their home? Is the Lord glorified in your home? When God is pleased – God is generous!
“He blesses the home of the just (upright)….The wise shall inherit glory, but shame shall be the legacy of fools.” Proverbs 3:33-35
As we look out in our world today “righteousness with justice” is not around to be found. The god of this world (Satan) is just about ready to have his day of glory as this world’s welcomed ruler. In the home of God’s ‘just’ ones is where you will find true love and justice….
“….till he leads justice to victory. In his name the nations will put their hope.” Matthew 12:20-21

THE ORDERLY LIFE

I’ve heard so many people say that they feel “peace” in our home. When we make peace with God by way of the Cross of Jesus we then work it out in our relationships and order in the home. 
“….for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.” Philippians 2:13 
Peace has its work just like love has its work and faith has its work. Peaceful relationships have God’s wisdom behind them. A peaceful life has God’s order in it. The indifference, hatred, unrest, fighting and turmoil in our world are all evidence of disorder; that God’s ‘perfect’ order for world-peace is lacking. If we reject His laws and love then we stir up chaos and anger instead of order and peace. (Proverbs 28:9) When the wicked rule in place of the righteous – men go into hiding. When the ‘family’ is out of order – so goes the nation and so goes the world. 
The orderly woman understands God’s wisdom behind every little thing and is why she sees value in the little things. Nothing “little” that God created is without purpose and worth. Every “little” thing is to be acknowledged as most worthy of our respect and defense; little things like babies in the womb and the small beginning of our dreams come true.  
Our Creator designed the ‘invisible’ things as well as ‘visible’ things; things we can experience with our human senses and things that we can only experience and enjoy ‘in our spirit.’ God formed the incredible microscopic things as well as the majestic colossal things. Everything that God created and established is vitally necessary and brings peace and order to life, but if we don’t understand it and take hold of God’s orderly wisdom – we will not have peace and order with all that goes with it: joy, rest, prosperity and love for our fellow man.
As a parent it excites me when I hear of my children’s discoveries in God’s Word, and then as they apply them to their everyday life at home and to their relationships. I believe God is more excited than we are when we grasp the eternal things of His Kingdom that are far greater than the earthly temporal things that will not be remembered with our Lord’s return and renewal of all things. (2 Corinthians 4:17-18 and Isaiah 65:17-25 and Revelation 21:1-5)
God’s created wonders can either make believers of us or fools of us; it’s all in the way we choose to think about what we see. God’s existence, His plans and His love for man is not at all threatened in the least by what we think or believe. No matter how large the army of atheists grows; God is still all the Holy Bible says He is and He is all His saints declare Him to be. 
Do you enjoy watching your children grasp what they couldn’t understand before? Our Father enjoys it all the more when His children take hold of His eternal life abundant. Our Father gets VERY excited when His children do the ‘right’ things with their learning and discoveries. (1Timothy 6:18-19) 
What do you think happens when GOD gets excited with holy excitement? Do you think He will just keep it to Himself or let it overflow into the lives of those who prompted that excitement?
When the right people dominate – all things work together for good. When the wrong people dominate – all things stop working together for good. If we, His people, disobey God and His laws then we can only expect the Father’s wrath at some point. God sees both the unnecessary suffering and foolishness of His people and He’s not enjoying what He sees, not at all. It is God’s will that His people be shining examples of how to live out their lives on earth enjoying God’s favor and grace on them. 
“Because of Your great compassion You did not abandon them…You did not cease to guide them on their path, on the way they were to take. You gave Your Good Spirit to instruct them and You did not withhold a thing from them. You sustained them all along the way so that they lacked nothing. You gave them kingdoms, nations and frontiers. You made good Your promise to them. They reveled in Your great goodness. But, they were disobedient and rebelled against You; they put Your law behind their backs. So You handed them over to their enemies to oppress them. When they cried out to You – You delivered them again and again because of Your compassion. You warned them to return to Your law, but they became arrogant and disobeyed Your commands. They sinned against Your ordinances, by which a man WILL LIVE if he obeys them.” Nehemiah 9:19-29
Because the godly woman brings godly order into her home – her husband and children praise her. You’ll never hear them make a joke about anything that she does. In their eyes there is no one who compares to her; to how she regards them as royalty and how she is careful and generous with each one. Therefore, God has given her an outreach. (Order before outreach) He draws people to her with the purpose of turning the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous. (Luke 1:17)
You can’t put the cart before the horse. If your marriage, home and children are out of order you’ll have to begin there first before you can be truly effective any place else; effective God’s way that is. You can’t have a credible ministry outside your home if your husband, children and home are suffering for it. They need you at home. God has not given men the responsibilities He has given to wives and mothers, but women have turned them over to men – when women step outside the pleasant boundaries God assigned them. 
Are you tenacious about your children being prepared for the Lord? Do you work hard for the order of the Lord in your household? Do you want visitors and guests to feel God’s peace in your home? At the end of our life on earth, if God’s praise and reward does not await us then all we've worked for has all been in vain and even what we believed we had earned, will be forever lost. 
Woman of God, do not let anyone judge you for living according to the standard of God, because without holiness no one see God. (Hebrews 12:14)  Do not let anyone or anything disqualify you for the crown that awaits you when you appear with Christ in glory.  

HIS REFLECTION AND REWARD

The noble woman is convinced that her children and home reflect how well she helped her husband, mothered her children and managed her home and is why she puts value on the little things at home and makes the sacrifices she does for her family. The excellent woman reflects the excellence of our God.  
“The Lord's love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their children's children — with those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his precepts.” Psalms 103:17-18
The growing hatred for ‘godliness’ is something we need to ‘faithfully’ ignore and just simply ‘follow through’ living for the Lord boldly, peacefully and joyfully. You don’t need to fear the opinions of the ungodly or to succumb to the threats of God’s enemies. God will hold you and your family up if you will trust His promises and obey His instructions.
You are wise to make your home the place where your kids and their friends can enjoy doing productive things under your supervision. If your children’s friends are not interested in doing “productive” things then they are not the right friends for your children and it’s your job to make your child agree with that. Beware of letting your children with their friends close a door between you and them in your home. If they can’t say it in front of you then they shouldn’t be saying it. If they can’t do it in front of you then it is wrong to do. 
If your children do not obey you then something is very wrong with your perspective on parenting. If man-eating lions and ornery little monkeys can be made to do what their trainer wants them to do – then why shouldn’t a parent be able to make his/her children do what is right? It depends on your understanding of what God has told parents for their children and with their children. 
Do you watch closely who your children play with and hang out with? Do you know what your children are really being taught at school? Do you know all you need to know about who your teenager is dating? Do you govern their time and hold them accountable for the way they use it? Do you approve of where your teen found a job? You have every right as a parent to know and control the affairs of your children because you are the manager of your household no matter what; so do right by God for your family so you do not forfeit what has been promised to the faithful. 
There is an instruction to fathers that most fathers do not understand the meaning of: “Fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath.” (Ephesians 6:4) Fathers (and mothers) can ruin their relationship with their child when they expect from the child what they don’t expect from themselves; when they do the very thing they tell their children not to do. How do you think a child feels when he is punished for doing or saying something that he has seen his father say or do; or his mother say or do?  
Most parents don’t think they need to ask their children to forgive them for anything, especially for what they consider ‘little’ things. You might think your offense was small and not worth the time to ask your child to forgive you, but to your child – it’s huge and if you shove it off you are pushing your child away from you. It’s the parent who causes a “generation gap,” not the child. Children thrive with family love, honor and unity, and they will mess up when left to figure things out on their own. 
I have a motto: If it doesn’t hurt - it doesn’t work. (Proverbs 23:14) Parents have turned away from godly instruction when it comes to how they are to discipline their children and punish rebellion. We know this to be true because of what we see happening in society (and in the Church) with most young people. God is just and His justice is not without love, and so we should also be with our children. 
It felt like the more my husband and I made discipline painful – the more it hurt us. No good parent wants to see their child in pain, but when children are little this is the only tool in the hand of love that works. Children understand love, but they don’t understand cruelty and they DO know the difference. So, be holy like your heavenly Father is holy.
You know when you’ve applied enough pain to their “seat of learning” because the child will quickly and humbly surrender to your will. You should be able to tell the difference with their cry and attitude so that you know how far to go. Your intensity of discipline should cause your children to respect your authority, not to rebel all the more or secretly ridicule it or make fun of it with their friends. Where’s the praise in that?
If you dishonor your husband’s authority then your children will, like you, dishonor their father’s authority. God has no reward for this. When you see your husband expecting from the children what he is unwilling to do for his heavenly Father, or his own earthly father – then what do you do as the one observing this ‘spiritual blindness?’ I can’t tell you how many times I’ve asked the Lord to speak to my husband about something, and He has. Sometimes speaking the truth in love to our husband is what our Lord requires of us. On the other hand, I know there have been many times I have not been able to see the plank in my own eye when trying to remove the speck in my husband’s eye. We all need God to shine His light on us so we can see what the real problem is. 
I witness all the time children telling their mothers what to do and their pitiful mothers just doing it! I see selfish inactive fathers who won’t discipline their children because they don’t want their child (or wife) angry with them. I see mothers and fathers who are simply lost when it comes to child discipline. They care more about looking kind than doing the kindest thing we can do for our children; discipline them in the right way, at the right time: immediately.   
If our form of punishment and our words are too harsh we not only cause our children to distrust us, we make it almost impossible for our child to trust their heavenly Father. You can’t expect genuine cooperation from your child if their trust in you is shaky. Collaboration and family teamwork is evidence of trusting one another. Our heavenly Father first builds up our trust of Him before asking us to join Him in His work. Truth and trust are a two-sided coin. You can’t have one without the other and expect your child to gladly follow and obey you. 
There’s only one reason why a child grows up to praise and honor his/her mother. It’s the sum of all the many [mostly little] things she unselfishly did for them, for their father and for their friends; that “home” was the best place on earth to her husband and children.
“A woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. Give her the reward she has earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.” Proverbs 31:30-31

THE PERFECT MATCH

The way we think and behave mostly comes from how we were brought up with the treatment and teaching we received. What you start out believing is rooted in who your parents are and what they believe. You will behave like they behave mostly; right or wrong. We may not have had the right upbringing (by God’s definition), but if God has included you into His holy family He is committed to heal all the wrong that was done and said to you, and expected from you that made you feel ashamed and devalued. 
By your faithful commitment to walk with Jesus Christ, our Father is committed to how you finish your life on earth; what you have become. And, His Holy Spirit is also committed to make sure you become Christ-like, ready to receive your crown and position in His Kingdom. Nothing or no one can stop what God has planned for those who love Him. What a Savior! 
The Father is working in both you and your husband (whether you’ve married him yet or not) to become the perfect match. You can read Psalms 112 and Proverbs 31 to see God’s description of the perfect man and wife, their marriage and family and with their favor from God. It would be foolish to think that these two, of the opposite sex, are perfect people because they know they are not. God has shown us His Amazing Grace for all our imperfections – in the death of His Son and has given us His Spirit so we can become holy like He is. 
The Psalms 112 man and the Proverbs 31 woman – are real people. Although these two are ‘imperfect’ people they are the perfect match because of their intimate relationship with the Lord and their unswerving commitment to live in the way that pleases their heavenly Father. They live in the fear of God, protected and provided for by Him. 
We have account after account (in the Bible and in every generation since) of ‘mismatched’ marriages, partnerships and unions. Godly men who marry ungodly women or godly women who marry ungodly men all find out eventually the conflict and heartache that goes with it. Did you know that before God’s men can do anything for Him that truly honors Him that they need to have their heart and home in God’s order? (Ezra 10) 
Why would the Lord tell men to do something as hurtful as to “get rid of their ‘foreign’ wives (and even the children with that idolatrous wife)” if God was not certain that men are ruined for by the idolatry of their ungodly wives? God does not ask us to do something that is so heartbreaking and emotionally hurtful to others unless it will ruin what God has planned eternally for His sons and daughters. And let’s not ever forget that God will answer the prayer of the righteous. Many a spouse has come to the Lord by the humble prayer of the one they married. No matter what, we need to keep our eyes and heart firmly set on the high calling of our Lord and KING. 
God is looking for husbands and wives He can pour out all His favor on to distinguish them; to bless them in such a way that other people will take notice and are drawn to the “God of Wonders.” 
“God has raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:6-8
It’s really very simple but Satan has worked hard and long to corrupt and deceive men and women, husbands and wives, to live “unnatural” and “ungodly” lives. Satan has worked through Christ’s own people to malign God’s Word of divine order and to devalue their own salvation in Jesus Christ; thus turning the Gospel into a mockery for the wicked. 
God’s grace and standard has never changed. When He finds a family and home where His grace and standard are honored and embedded – He is very pleased to bless that marriage and home for portraying what the family of God is all about. 
As members of the family of God we are expected to conduct ourselves as God's household; for we are the church of the living God, the pillar of truth and godliness in every society and culture. (1Timothy 3:15-16)

CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN

God tells men and their wives that they are blessed in having lots of children because it’s their children that keep parents looking forward into the future. It’s their sons who will proudly stand with them against their enemies.  It’s their daughters who will lovingly take care of them in their old age. It’s our children who speak our legacy at the end of our lives as to what kind of a parent and person we’ve been and how we have influenced and affected the people around us. It’s our children who carry on with faith in Jesus Christ as we have obediently shown them and taught them to do, by our example.  
God gave women the greater desire to have children because God put a womb in women, not men. Women who have not been trained as little girls to think ‘otherwise’ will go with their natural and strong desire for children in their lives. Men who have not been trained as little boys to think and go against their nature, will want to marry a godly woman and have many children with her; he will naturally want to provide and protect his family and he will do whatever he has to do (that is legal of course) to take care of them so they feel secure, valued and proud about their family.   
Children are blessings from the Lord, even rewards. (Psalms 127:3) But so many parents treat their children as if they are not wanted around. God’s eye is on children; so we better not treat God’s children in the wrong way. Parents are to be the pride of their children, not the regret of their children.
We need to trust God when He says that He will provide and help us with our children because the truth is that our children belong to Him first and He seriously treasures them all; He loves you more than you will ever know. A parent’s faith and obedience in the Lord should be the reason why their children turn to the Lord early; why they know their worth and purpose in life early on.   
Grandchildren are a crown to their grandparents. (Proverbs 17:6) You can only take your children and grandchildren with you into eternity. Teach them the truth of God’s Holy Word and how to apply it in their time on earth; to obey their God and live with Him forever. 
Beloved, we all have our ‘personal’ issues from the past as children ourselves. We need to ask the Lord to set us free from past hateful and harsh words that were spoken to us, over us and about us. We need to bind our minds to what the Lord says about us so that those past destructive words and actions done to us can no longer affect us and then be passed down to our children. We will not make the same mistakes our parents did if we ask Jesus to take control of our lives and help us to overcome and be victorious.  
Marriage and raising children – God’s way – is an act of faith in God. By faith God opens and shuts the womb. By faith God provides for the family’s needs.  By faith God makes us to prosper. By faith God helps us to be upright parents and grandparents. By faith we hunger for truth and thirst after His righteousness. He has told us to multiply ourselves and increase His family and His kingdom.  We need to have the right thinking about ourselves, our marriages and our children. We need to understand where our wrong thinking and behavior comes from, and then cut it off and hold fast to the truth and promises of God.
So, hold on to the Lord Jesus Christ and stay on His narrow path. Hear and heed what His Spirit is saying to you in God’s Word each day. Don’t be afraid to take risks of faith in what God tells you to do, for the sake of His coming Kingdom because praise and reward awaits your faithfulness.
 
HER WEAKNESS

Have you ever wondered why this passage on the Proverbs 31 Woman doesn’t talk about any of her weaknesses? If it did maybe we wouldn’t feel so inferior to her, and maybe those of you who “hate her” would feel differently. I firmly believe the Lord would have us know that we are capable of doing far more than we think we can. The Proverbs 31 Woman is such in inspiration for all women who want the best life possible and who want to be richly received by the Lord into His Kingdom. 
Three times the passage of the Proverbs 31 Woman refers to what she doesn’t do.  She does not do her husband harm. She does not fear. She does not eat the bread of idleness. So, it is my observation and conclusion that the Holy Spirit is actually revealing woman’s 3 common weaknesses that will lead her to sin and shame – if she lets it.  
Without the Holy Spirit’s voice and power in our lives:
1. We will do our husband harm with our lose tongues, wicked ways of charm and manipulation. God changes men and when women try to change their husbands - they make fools of them instead. 
2. We will fear what we see happening and then act out in fear instead of faith. God is in control and no plan of His can be altered or prevented. 
3. We will be tempted to hire others to do what we should be doing and then use our time and strength to do things that are temporal instead of eternal; wasteful worthless wicked things. God will call us to account. 
So, take the Proverbs 31 Woman to heart and take her memory and teaching with you always, even to the grave. Take hold of her legacy as your own and raise your daughters like-wise.  Leave the legacy of a woman that God highly favors and crowns.  For GREAT is your reward in Heaven and nothing good will God withhold from the woman who walks uprightly.   

JUST IMAGINE

Imagine coming to the end of your life on earth just to find that nothing you believed in, trusted in, nothing you did that you thought was so good and nothing you acquired in life with all your hard work – has any merit and eternal value with Almighty God. There you stand and before you is a huge heap representing all that you believed in, trusted in; all your work and all that you acquired in life. As you survey this self-impressive heap - a fire is lit under it; the fire of God’s holy testing. You watch as it begins to slowly decrease what your life on earth produced. You tremble as you watch it all burn down to a little mound of smoldering ash. Now the tears start to flow uncontrollably because of the shame you feel and the regret you have of having done so little, or nothing at all, for your Savior and King. 
This is a fear I keep hold of because I want my crown from Him; a crown that I will lay at my Redeemer’s feet because of all He’s done for me. Can you imagine how awesome that day will be when Jesus Christ is crowned with many crowns; with all the crowns of those He crowned for their faithfulness?  Oh how we need to look further ahead with the right perspective that comes from the One who holds our future in His Hands. 
Just imagine what would happen if every believer had followed through to the finish line of their faith’s journey with Jesus Christ; not turning back or giving up. What would this world be like? 
Praise God that He has not left the faithful hopeless, but has assured us of His return and restoration of all things godly and glorious. I say, “Hallelujah to the LAMB of God!” And, to our returning KING I say, “Come Lord Jesus COME!” 




AMAZING LOVE

We all have an incomplete idea of God’s love. Very few Christians actually live day by day in the amazing love of God because truth and love go together; they can’t be separated. Love and truth must take full control of their lives if we should experience how deep, wide, long and high the love of God is.  
God’s amazing love is like a place you get to hear about and once you’ve been there, stayed long enough to enjoy it and heard the wonderful plans God has for you – you don’t ever want to leave that place. There’s only one entrance though; it’s through faith in Jesus Christ. (John 10:9) There are not many ways to our Father in Heaven; there is only one way and Jesus claimed to be the Way, the Life and the Truth. Jesus Christ maintains His narrow path forever. (John 14:6) If you choose any other way – you will be greatly disappointed in the end.
Our wonderful Savior said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.”  John 14:1-7
Do you know the way? If you have never confessed with your mouth that Jesus Christ is Lord and believe in your heart that He was raised from the dead; if you have never admitted to the Savior that you are a sinner in great need of His forgiveness – then you do not know the way to the Father who created you.  
Jesus is the Great Shepherd: “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand.  I and the Father are one.” John 10:27-30
It’s clear from what we see happening in the world with the rapid increase of evil - that God’s Spirit will not strive with man much longer. That means God’s door of grace and salvation is about to shut.  Jesus Christ is not only the Savior of the world – He is KING of kings and LORD of lords. He already shed HIS blood; He will return to shed the blood of wicked rulers and nations who have ignored His amazing grace and righteous laws. The last war on earth is the one our Lord comes with His saints to make against all evil and rebellion among the nations. It will end as quickly as it starts, because His Word is powerful; His tongue a two-edged sword. In the Lord’s army there will be no casualties or death. Of His earthly Kingdom there will be no end, and He will reign through His people forever and ever. 
“We give thanks to you Lord because you have taken your great power and have begun to reign. The nations were angry; and your wrath has come. The time has come for judging the dead, and for rewarding your servants the prophets and your saints and those who reverence your name, both small and great - and for destroying those who destroy the earth….You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.”   Revelation 11:17-18, 5:9-10

       MARGARET SANGER
Enemy of God
Founder of the Modern Birth-Control Movement
Have you ever wondered where our thinking comes from; that ridiculous thinking about ‘large’ families not worth the sacrifice, time, strength and finances? Where did that idea of the perfect family come from consisting of a dad, mom, brothers and sisters? Why do most women prefer careers to raising children? Why are most women, even most Christian women, on birth control? Why is abortion protected by government law? Why do so many men walk away from their own children? Why is there so much adultery and divorce? Why do people automatically think that you are a Mormon or a Muslim if you have more than 2 or 3 children? There’s a mind-set behind all this and it comes from Satan who works through men and women that he has trained to think his way and then to obey his will.  
Margaret Higgins Sanger was a birth control ‘activist,’ as well as a sex educator and nurse. She coined the term birth control, opened the first birth-control clinic in the United States, and established Planned Parenthood. Sanger’s efforts contributed to the landmark U.S. Supreme Court case which legalized contraception in the United States. She formed the National Committee on Federal Legislation for Birth Control which served as the focal point of her lobbying efforts to legalize contraception in the United States. 
She lived 86 years from September 14, 1879 to September 6, 1966. She was married twice: to William Sanger and then to James Slee. She was widely regarded as the founder of the modern birth-control movement that included abortion.  If the root is evil – so are all its branches and fruit. Let us never forget this!
Sanger took on the evil belief of “eugenics,” which is “racial supremacy;” that to have a “pure” world was to eliminate every type of “human waste” that burdens society. This idea came from Thomas Robert Malthus, a 19th century cleric and professor of political economy who believed that a population “time bomb” threatened the existence of the human race. He believed that poverty, deprivation and hunger were evidence of the breakdown of the human race and that any charity or form of benevolence towards those who were deprived only kept the “unfit” going; intensifying the problem. Sanger followed his thinking.
Eugenicists sought to purify the world by encouraging those that they considered to be “fit” to reproduce while restricting the reproduction of those they considered “unfit.”  They set out to accomplish this through segregation, sterilization, birth control methods and abortion. Those they considered to be unfit were those materially poor, spiritually diseased, racially inferior, and mentally incompetent (by their own warped definition of mental competency). According to Malthus, these “unfit” were to be suppressed, isolated and even eliminated. Malthus’ disciples went a more practical way so that their ways would be accepted by the “unfit.” They went with a “scientific” approach to education in the benefits of contraception, sterilization (birth-control) and abortion. 
Eugenicist’s belief and theory on charity:
“All children born, beyond what would be required to keep up the population to a desired level, must necessarily perish, unless room is made for them by the deaths of grown persons. We should facilitate, instead of foolishly and vainly endeavoring to impede, the operations of nature in producing this mortality.” 
 “Organized charity itself is the symptom of a malignant social disease. Those vast, complex, interrelated organizations aiming to control and to diminish the spread of misery and destitution and all the menacing evils that spring out of this sinisterly fertile soil, are the surest sign that our civilization has bred, is breeding and perpetuating constantly increasing numbers of defectives, delinquents and dependents.” 
“It [charity] encourages the healthier and more normal sections of the world to shoulder the burden of unthinking and indiscriminate fecundity of others; which brings with it, as I think the reader must agree, a dead weight of human waste. Instead of decreasing and aiming to eliminate the stocks that are most detrimental to the future of the race and the world, it tends to render them to a menacing degree dominant [emphasis added].” 
“The most serious charge that can be brought against modern ‘benevolence’ is that it encourages the perpetuation of defectives, delinquents and dependents. These are the most dangerous elements in the world community, the most devastating curse on human progress and expression.” 
Margaret Sanger built the ABCL (American Birth Control League) which later became the Planned Parenthood Federation of America, on the belief of “eugenics.”  Eugenicists financed all she did until her organizations were capable of standing on their own financially, with government funding. The ABCL became a legal entity on April 22, 1922 in New York.  Before this Sanger operated a birth control clinic “illegally” in Brooklyn, New York where the clinic serviced poor immigrants (the unfit) who mostly populated that area of Brownsville. It eventually closed. 
An excerpt of an address Sanger gave in 1926 said:
“It now remains for the U.S. government to set a sensible example to the world by offering a bonus or yearly pension to all obviously unfit parents who allow themselves to be sterilized by harmless and scientific means. In this way the moron and the diseased would have no posterity to inherit their unhappy condition. The number of the feeble-minded would decrease and a heavy burden would be lifted from the shoulders of the fit.” 
She wrote and published an essay (a program for public welfare) called “We Must Breed a Race of Thoroughbreds.” In it she argued that birth control clinics, or bureaus, should be established in which men and women should be taught what parenting is (by her definition) and how to breed the “fit.” She believed this was the way to “breed out” transmissible disease, mental defect, poverty, lawlessness, crime, etc….so that these “defects of society” would decrease instead of breeding like weeds. 
In one of her books called The Pivot of Civilization she called out for the elimination of human undergrowth, for the segregation of morons, misfits and the maladjusted, and for the sterilization of genetically inferior races. The Negro race, in Sanger’s opinion, is an unintelligent unfit race, just like Hitler felt about the Jews. She defended and praised Hitler’s “genetic sterilization” and racial programs. 
She believed that she could reach the blacks through a religious appeal so they would more easily accept her birth control project, including abortion. She hired 3 black pastors to travel and propagandize for her birth-control program. 
In 1929 during the Great Depression and ten years before Sanger created the “Negro Project,” the ABCL laid the groundwork for the first “experiment” clinic in Harlem, New York City. The clinic served white people as well as blacks but it was primarily established for the blacks. In her opinion the “black population” had double misery because they faced harsher conditions due to racial prejudice and discrimination. The black population, which was 12% of New York, was segregated and so Harlem was over-populated with blacks. Because of their desperation most Negros were blind to what the clinic really wanted to accomplish; their total elimination on the earth. 
Sanger believed that one way to end poverty and degradation was to decrease the population of black people as well as all the other unfit races. She convinced black civic groups in Harlem of the benefits of her birth control program by disguising it as “Family Planning” for “better health.” She convinced black leaders in Harlem to help the clinic’s work, as she put them on her advisory board and as social workers in the clinic, so that birth control would be a constructive force in the community. 
So Harlem became Sanger’s first branch of her Birth Control Clinical Research Bureau.   
Sanger was so convincing that Harlem’s largest black church, the Abyssinian Baptist Church, brought her in as a speaker to their congregation. But it received a lot of criticism. A prominent minister of another church within the denomination spoke out against Sanger, surprised that the pastor of that church would allow that awful woman to even enter his church. Many blacks believed birth control and especially abortion was immoral. But, for the most part, the black community became ensnared in Sanger’s web of deceit. There was even a series of articles written by blacks on the “virtues of birth control.”  (As if there are any.)
In 1942 Margaret Sanger founded Planned Parenthood with the goal to create a race of thoroughbreds by encouraging more children from the fit and less from the unfit.  (With her opinion of Christianity we would be considered “unfit.”  (For more information on this evil woman you can go online to many websites for it.)
No matter how you want to look at it, all methods of birth control, especially abortion at any stage of pregnancy – comes straight out of hell. It’s all evil. This is not what God had in mind in the beginning when He told us to multiply and increase, and trusting the Lord for how many children we have is a very wise thing to do. He never gives us more than we handle. No matter what you’ve heard; the earth is NOT over populated and it will never be overpopulated because God is in control. 
When you use any form of birth-control you are going against God’s natural process for the human body, both male and female. You don’t need birth-control if you think like your heavenly Father thinks and live the right way; God’s way. God gave woman her ovulation cycle so that there is a certain time of the month when she can get pregnant. Any woman can know when she can not get pregnant. But, women have chosen Margaret Sanger’s way and with it have come all sorts of physical and emotional problems, and millions of deaths due to abortion and suicide. 
Note: Margaret Higgins Sanger has lived down (not up) to the meaning of her name: “bloody, hard ruler of expectant mothers.” 
When Jesus returns with His saints to reign on the earth – the idea and words “birth control,” “abortion” and “racial prejudice” will never be heard or taught again.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

What I have found out about myself in this project from the Lord; that of writing this book about the Proverbs 31 Woman, is that I’m still learning to be like her with the strength and patience of the Holy Spirit. I want my legacy to be one that is stated by my children that I was a Proverbs 31 Woman.  
I was born in North Carolina May 6th 1952. I didn’t understand this, but from childhood on my desire and only ambition in life was to be a wife and mother, like most girls. I was the oldest of my mother’s three daughters and I grew up without a father or grandfather. My dear mother depended on me a lot until she remarried when I was in Junior High School. 
I was an average student in school except when it came to ‘my’ interests; then I excelled. After graduating from High School I had no desire for college, even if my mother could’ve afforded it. I worked at waitressing and cleaning motel rooms until I went to a Business College to learn computer data entry. My mother and her husband put together the money for it. My mother also worked with data entry and so she got me a job where she worked. I really enjoyed working with my mom. 
As I look back on the various jobs I had and how each has benefitted me as a wife and mother, and now an author (who is so thankful for the computer) I see how nothing needs to be wasted in our past, if we ask Jesus to take control of our lives. All things can work for our good.   
Almost two years later I met my husband at a nightclub. I was there to dance and he was there to pick up a girl. We started dating and then living together. Even though Mike knew the Lord he wasn’t living for the Lord then.  Mike’s mother Lois made it clear to Mike that his lifestyle and behavior was not acceptable, but Mike didn’t care at that time. 
Mike was raised in a Christian home but after he split open his hand on a table saw at work, and his father died and then his fiancé changed her mind, Mike decided God wasn’t really interested in him.  He stopped going to church and just did what his unsaved buddies did, until he met me. 
I believed in God and had a little knowledge of who Jesus is because of my dear grandmother Irene who read us Bible stories when we were little and took us to church whenever we would come to visit her, but I didn’t know Jesus in a “personal relationship way.”  
I was afraid of marriage because of what I saw my mother go through as she raised three little girls alone working full time. I have no doubt that God gave me the man I married. Mike loved me long before I loved him and probably because I didn’t grow up like he did with his dad and mom’s good example of love and commitment in marriage. My father left my mother to raise all three of their daughters when we were very little and he never helped her in any way, whatsoever. 
The Lord wasn’t going to let me walk in my mother’s shoes. I had given my heart to Jesus and I belonged to Him. He matched me up with Mike and He gave us Jeremiah (our oldest), Magdalene, Dorothea and Michael Jr. (our youngest) who are all walking with the Lord along with their wives and husbands. We have 10 grandchildren so far. Our children are each other’s closest friends. Our children are our best friends.
After Mike returned to the Lord (with the help and prayer of his brother Frank and Anneli his wife) Mike moved out of the apartment we lived in – until we were married. I am so thankful he made that stand before me at the start of my Christianity. As a new believer this ‘holy’ conviction really spoke to me, and to so many others who knew how the two of us were living. 
Before I met Mike I did a lot of ‘wondering’ about life after death, but it wasn’t until Mike took me to the church he grew up in that I heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ and made peace with God. In February of 1975 I came into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, four months before Mike and I were married in May.
After I asked Jesus to take control of my life Mike bought me my first Bible. I couldn’t get enough of it. I read hours a day. I was so hungry to know the One who died for me, and forgave all my sin, and that was living in me by His Spirit, and who had wonderful plans for my life with Mike and our children, and….. and…...  and. There’s no end to what God has planned for those who love Him!  I wanted to know all about my Creator and eternal life with my heavenly Father. I have been reading and studying that amazing Book every day, ever since. 
After Mike and I were married I continued to work for a while until the opportunity came for me to quit and hang out with Mike’s mother Lois (a widow), a true Proverbs 31 Woman. Lois taught me many things. She taught me how to love my husband and why I shouldn’t criticize him or complain about serving him.  One day when she and I were visiting I started complaining about having to pick up Mike’s clothes off the floor at home.  She said to me so sincerely, “Carol, I just wish I had Cliff around to still pick up after.”  I never complained again.  
Lois taught me how to quilt, cook the meals Mike liked, grow a vegetable garden, can and store my fruits and vegetables.  Lois talked to me a lot about her hard but happy life with Cliff and their twelve children. (Mike was number 11, the last boy.)  Lois [and Cliff] lived in the days of the Great Depression. She was not a wasteful person like so many of us today. She knew how to repair what was broken and mend what got torn. She could make do with very little. She was an amazing woman; one that I needed at that time in my life. 
I had other older godly women around me as well who helped me grow in the Lord and grow in confidence. Over the ten or more years that we were members of Pioneer Baptist Church – I served in the nursery, then taught Sunday School with little children, then Mike and I became youth leaders for seven years there. Mike served as a deacon and he led Bible studies in our home for married couples.  I taught stay-at-home moms weekly in my home on the Proverbs 31 Woman and other family related topics that I put together from my studies in the Word of God. 
After we left Pioneer Baptist Church we helped a group of families start a non-denominational church in a new area of Sacramento, California. We were leaders there for over a decade and when the Lord ended that ministry He moved us on to a brand new Nazarene church that had been going for almost two years. It was here that our lives began to change drastically. Without going into detail with a long story let me just say that we all were delivered from various strongholds there, one way or another.  Thank You JESUS!!!!   Thank You for your amazing grace and Your faithfulness to finish in each of us what You started.  
It was here in this Nazarene church that ‘for the first time’ in all my Christianity I was desperate to hear specifically from the Lord. I needed to hear from the Lord for what He wanted me to do because I had tapped myself out trying to fit in this church. We knew the Lord had sent us there for the pastor and his wife, but that was all we knew. 
One morning in October of 2001 I got up at 3:30 a.m. to be alone with the Lord about why we were in this church and what I was to be doing. I never expected what happened next that left me shaking my head in almost disbelief. The Lord visited me, personally. In a vision I saw the back of Jesus walking up a narrow path; His right hand was reaching back for me to take it. He said to me in an ‘audible’ voice, “Carol, I love you. Just walk with Me.”  We carried on a conversation until He didn’t want to answer another question of mine. 
Somewhere along the way I began to drift off His path for me; His will for my life. We never know when and how that happens, do we? So often because we want to please those in authority over us we lose touch with our Redeemer; what it is that serves and pleases Him first and foremost. I started caring more about what other people thought of me and wanted from me. I had fallen from that height of love with Him that I first had, and I needed to repent and get back to reality. 
It was my first and only vision from God. Some weeks later when I asked the Lord if He would visit me like that again – He was quite abrupt with His quick answer. “NO! You don’t need another vision; you have My Word.”  We don’t realize what the Lord gave us in His written Word. We let it sit too long without being handled and studied. 
“God’s Word is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.” Psalms 119:89
Can you imagine what the Lord thinks when He sees us taking our Bible to church each week but then leaving it alone at home? In His eyes we have put “church” in His place. Church becomes our god and we become the very thing God hates and condemns: idolaters. I thank and praise Him for revealing this to me before it was too late.  
In this Nazarene church God put me to shame so that I would never forget what happens when we wander off. I’m writing a book about it because the Lord has shown me that most Christians (like me at that time) are not walking with Him. They have been led astray and deceived in one way or another. This intensely grieves our Father and is why I believe He wants the book Just Walk With Me written and read by those He wants to reach through it.  God has great desire for saving us from our sins and from the pit of Hell, but He is even MORE eager to crown and honor us as His faithful royal sons and daughters. The Lord started delivering me from things and people (strongholds) with His personal invitation to simply walk with Him to the end. It’s all in the book! 
I never thought that I’d become an author, but I became one with the Lord’s call to write this book on the Proverbs 31 Woman and others. My Creator/Father knows what He put in me of great worth and He was committed to me finding out all that I am capable of. Thanks Daddy! This book is dedicated to YOU my God! May You receive all praise, honor and glory.
This ends my perspective and interpretation of the Proverbs 31 Woman; the woman God honors and crowns. May you be blessed in every way for keeping the Proverbs 31 Woman as your example and aspiration for marriage and family. May your godly marriage and family be one of God’s pillars in society.

