“Produce Fruit in Keeping with Repentance”
As the Pharisees and Sadducees approached John baptizing those responding to his message of “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near,” these religious leaders were exposed by the Holy Spirit (in John) as a “brood of vipers.”  (Matthew 3:7) To them John preached: “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.” (Matthew 3:8) There were two very different types of people along the river that day; those who were humble before the Lord with sincere confessions, and those who were not; whose fruit was rotten and their religious acts filthy to the Lord. 
These leaders took from the people for what they could get from them to further their own secret ungodly agendas. They used their laws against the people without holding themselves accountable to God’s higher law, for leaders especially. They were not serving the Lord’s will for the nation (or church), but serving themselves at the expense of the people. Sound familiar?
What a comparison between John and these leaders of Jesus’ day, not only in appearance and living conditions, but also in their teaching and preaching. John wore a covering of camel’s hair held around him by a leather strap. The temple priests and teachers of the law wore “sacred garments” hand crafted according to the instructions God gave to Moses for Aaron and his descendents after him who were called to the priesthood. They wore: a breastpiece, an ephod, a robe, a tunic, a turban and a sash – all in gold, blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and fine linen (which stands for the righteous acts of the saints). On the front of their turbans was fastened a plate of pure gold and with this engraved on it: “HOLY TO THE LORD.”  (Exodus 28:36-38)
God says in the Bible that without holiness no one will see Him. (Hebrews 12:14) No wonder they didn’t recognize God (the Son) right before them; walking among them with His bright light! (John 8:12, Acts 22:6-10, Revelation 2 and 3)
Those who repented of their sinful lives – John baptized in the river. John called it “the baptism of repentance,” but said that Jesus “the powerful one” would come and baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire. (Matthew 3:11-12) The proud priests and teachers of the Law came down to the river to ‘see the show’ and arrogantly evaluate and criticize it, not to become personally cleansed and restored as true servants of the Lord.  
So what did John mean by preaching to the Pharisees and Sadducees, “Produce fruit in keeping with repentance?”  Repentance is the first step and most the time it’s the hardest one to take. It is always hard for anyone, and especially ‘leaders’ to admit they’re wrong and have been leading people in the wrong way. Jesus said to the Pharisees and Sadducees at another time, “For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him.” (Matthew 21:32) How were these leaders NOT producing  fruit that keeps with repentance? They were not keeping themselves humble before God and not taking care of the Lord’s people, rather using them and oppressing them. They were killing spiritual life; true worship of God. The Lord called them hypocrites, savage wolves, vipers and children of the devil – to their faces.    
“Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood…..Savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. So be on your guard!” Acts 20:27-31
Leaders, whether government or church, that are doing their ‘own’ thing fear exposure and is why they reject the truth that exposes their true motives and agendas. “Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them.” Ephesians 5:11-12
We see our government leaders today with their lies, cover-ups and distractions as they are being exposed. Leaders that want to do the good will of God will accept personal truth when it comes their way, and confess their faults and begin doing the right things according to God’s laws and principles, and they will have God’s favor and help. 
“Everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is said: ‘Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.’ Be very careful, then, how you live — not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is.” Ephesians 5:13-18
So, what is this “fruit” that John referred to? 
These religious leaders of Jesus’ day lacked the inner fruit of repentance and the outer fruit of faith. They were righteous in their own eyes and opinions. And, because of their self-deception and blindness, they didn’t recognize the time of Christ’s coming to save us from our worst enemy: man’s sin nature. They were too busy with their own exalted opinion of themselves, their legal power over the people along with their misuse of God’s laws and principles; much like our nation’s leaders today (both government and church) for the most part. 
“Like Israel, America is a ‘bridal nation;’ a nation who willingly placed herself under the Covenant of God Almighty. This covenant is written like a contract: IF you do this: (obedience)…you will receive this: (blessings). IF you do this: (disobedience)…you will receive this: (curses/sudden catastrophes).” (National Day of Repentance ‘blog’ quote. http://day-of-repentance.blogspot.com/2013/06/we-are-about-to-breach-wall.html )
This is why God is speaking through His prophets today the message to repent and return to the Lord; produce fruit in keeping with repentance. Now, the blame can’t be completely on “leaders;” for we, the people - vote in our leaders, and we choose the church (pastor) in which we want to be involved with.  
"If the Holy Spirit ceased to exist on the earth, (if He went away), many, many churches would carry on the next Sunday as if nothing happened."  (Billy Graham quotes today) 

Lord, I give my life to You. I trust You and I know that no one who trusts in You will ever be disgraced. Show me the right way to go, by pointing out Your road to me. Let Your truth teach me, for You are the One who saved me. My eyes are always looking for You, and I know You will free me from the traps set by those who oppose me. Man's integrity and honesty will not provide any protection, so I put my hope in You. I am always aware of Your unfailing love. So, help me to live according to Your truth, then I will stand on solid ground.

Son, when anyone comes to their senses, and returns to Me, there is great joy in heaven! When they come to Me I am filled with love and compassion, I will run to them, embrace them, and kiss them. I will joyfully carry them on My shoulders. For salvation comes from Me alone.

To those who like to appear righteous, I know their hearts. They will not listen to My prophets, or even someone who has risen from the dead. They love their money, and scoff at those who follow Me. They run in an opposite direction to get away from Me, so that I will not see how wicked they are, but they cannot run away from Me. My word tells them their fate, and My judgments against them. 

Son, I called to you from the land of the dead, and you heard Me. So use all your worldly resources to help others come to their senses and find Me. If you are faithful in small things, I will give you greater things. If you can be trusted with worldly wealth, I will trust you with the true riches in heaven? If you are faithful with people's things, then I can trust you with things of your own.

Son, you can cry out to Me any time, I will hear and answer you. 

(Devotional by Mike Dietz)

